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partly cloudy, winds nortti*: 






HOUSE COMMITTEE CALLS ON EXPERT 
TO CLEAR JORDAN'S TELECOM FOI 


PARLIAMENTARIANS CON- 
CLUDED ON Thursday that the 
"telecoms matter" was "too 
technical” and that there was a 
lack of adequate Information, 
and as such have called for the 
formation of an expert commit- 
tee to aid them. But they dif- 
fered over whether the prime 
minister had contradicted his 
earlier statement regarding the 
validity of a bid referral on 
exceptional basis and his set- 
ting into motion the Audit 
Bureau to investigate the mat- 
ter. 

"What the prime minister 
told parliament of was false," 
blasted Islamist Deputy 
Abdullah Akailah, while Balqa 
Deputy Salameh Hiari pointed 
out that "the prime minister's 
statements were not consistent 
with Information that was pre- 
sented to the Lower House 
[Thursday] regarding the claims 
of an exceptional referral." 

"The House has not been 
made fully aware of what is 


going on inside Jordan 
Telecom." added Akailah, "but 
the House is determined to 
unveil the actual facts surround- 
ing the on-rent situation nr 
JTC." 

According to minutes of a 
Jordan Telecom board of direc- 
tors meeting held on March 3, 

' there was no decision of award- 
ing a tender on exceptional 
referral to Ascend, an American 
telecoms infrastructure manu- 
facturer. 

“The offer worth JOD 1 0 mil- 
lion [submitted by Ascend] 
serves the public interests of 
the country in the provision of 
computer systems and Internet 
connectivity to schools across 
the nation, whereas the orher 
offer that was worth JOD 3 mil- 
lion does not go beyond 
upgrading Jordan Telecom's 
infrastructure, ’’ Akailah 

charged. 

One week after Ali Shukri's 
resignation from the post of 
Jordan Telecom’s chairman. 


Prime Minister Abdur-Raouf 
Rawabdeh insinuated to 
Parliament that there was foul 
play on Shukri's part saying. "a 
tender that should have gone to 
a company that submitted a S3 
million offer, went instead, on 
exceptional referral to another 
for $10 million." 

Balqa Deputy Abdul Razak 
Nsour, defended Rawabdeh's 
statement, saying "from my 
experience when I held the 
Public Works portfolio along- 
side Minister of 

Telecommunications Jamal 
Sarairah in a former -Cabinet, 
the last four points allow excep- 
tional referral within hours and 
as such the prime minister's 
words are true." 

The bid in question, which 
will provide Jordan Telecom's 
upcoming Internet Service/Data 
provision with infrastructure 
equipment, was halted by 
Minister . of 

Telecommunications • Jamal 
Sarairah, a week earlier to 


Rawabdeh's srarement and Inter 
reissued. 

At the time. Shukri replied 
that there was a difference in 
technical specifications 

between the two offers, saying 
that the “S3 million offer was 
not in line with [Jordan 
Telecom's) new requirements." 

But since the case is "too 
technical," according to Jerash 
district Deputy Mfleh Rheimi, 
head of the Lower House's 
Service -Committee, an expert 
committee made up of financial 
and technical consultants with 
telecoms background would be 
formed to investigate the mat- 
ter and have a report ready by 
April 15, after which the gener- 
al attorney is expected to set a 
case in motion. 

“Each of them gives a differ- 
ent formula," Rheimi said, refer- 
ring to the accounts of Shukri, 
Sarairah and resigned 
Telecommunications 
Regulatory Commission (TRC) 
director general, Yousef Abu 
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Jamouse. 

As such, Rheimi stressed that 
only written accounts and doc- 
umented evidence would be 
adopted in the investigation. 

Along with the Investigation 
of the Data provision bid, 
Rheimi said that the expert 
committee would also look into 
“other bid referrals" that had 
been awarded on exceptional 
basis. 

Rheimi said that a bid for a * 
computer system worth JOD 
670.000 had also been referred 
on exceptional basis. 

According to a Jordan 
Telecom official, the mentioned 
computer system was to be 
integrated with an intelligent 
network solution thar would 
aid the firm in cutting down on 
cases of billing fraud. 

The current system at Jordan 
Telecom's telephone exchanges 
is outdated and does nor allow 
online billing, a weakness that 
some telephone' communica- 
tions offices use to fraud the 
stare-owned monopoly. 

According to the official, who 
asked not be named, Jordan 
Telecom incurs losses of at least 
JOD 5 million a year ro this kind 
of fraud. 

The state-of-the-art system 
would have allowed this, mean- 
ing that early warning alerts 
would have been available 
when bills overcame a "substan- 
tial" limit. 

Meanwhile, setring in motion 
the Audit Bureau to investigate, 
a week after Shukri resigned, 
was also doubted on by both 
Akailah and Hiari. 

"The Auditing Bureau's 
report regarding JTC will not 
suffice the House's demands. 
The Lower. House's Service's 
Committee has decided to 
appoint an expert committee to 
look into the matter and subse- 
quently present the House with 
all the information needed to 
consider the matter," Akailah 
said. 

Hiari contested the motion 
itself saying "the prime minister 
bypassed the legislative author* 
ity by ordering the Audit Bureau 
- to conduct an investigation, 
which is In the hands of the leg- 
islative. authority and not that 
of the executive authority." 

Paragraph (a) Article 119 of 
the Constitution provides: “The. 
Audit Bureau shall submit to 
the House of Deputies, at the 
beginning of every ordinary 
session, or whenever the House 
so demands. a general report; 
embodying its views and .com-: 
ments and iridicatihg any jrreg- 
ularitleS . committed and the 
responsibility arising there 1 
' iivv 1 : 


When Rawabdeh put fpnvatfX 
the motion of -the 'Audt-fl 
Bureau's investigation, he vhIS 
both prime .minister 
deputy. Nevertheless, afccordh* a 
ro Parliamentary custom, it « * 
the Speaker of the Houses j 
responsibility to put forwud.? 
legal motions, such as ordering 
an investigation by the Audi 
Bureau to investigate. • 

‘CONFLICT OF INTEREST 

Rheimi, meanwhile, was ; 
more critical, charging that . 
Shukri/ Sarairah and Abu 
Jamouse all gave “different sto- 1 
ries.” 

But regardless of their posi; 
tions on the prime minister's I 
statement, deputies all said ; 
that a "conflict of interests" is 1 
still present in the cunent con* . 
troversy, though none of the jj 
Parliamentarians pointed fin- j 
gers clearly at either Shukri or 
Sarairah. ; 

Both Nsour and Rheimi ‘ 
defended Sarairah. For his part, j 
Nsour said rhat Sarairah had no - 
personal agenda and “there is 
nothing wrong if Minister 1 
Sarairah chooses to serve in the 
private sector while he is out- 
side public office.” 

The former Public Works 
minister was referring, among 
other things, to Sarairah's post 
as fiberoptic Link Across the 
C lobe’s advisor during the S28 
million deal that was signed 
with Jordan Telecom on May 30 
last year. 

As for Shukri, Nsour told The 
Arob Dally that he did “not 
know" him and as such could 

not comment. 

Yet others like Zanja Deputy 
Mansour Murad 
bewilderment at the w 
affair. “I challenge anyone to 

submit a dill story as to tfhans 

really going on at J 0fd “ 

Telecom," he said. . . 

"To this day, the Cabinet!* 
not presented a proper rep#* 
regarding the 
tions sector,” 
who was among the 

last July, who expressed^ 

Shukri’s assignment to 

ofjorfanTeleComs*^ 

According fo W*. 
Andersen 
December, J9^ an 
assets stood/ at 
■million.. The firm, 
-enue.WorthjOP^fM 
year land Is 

... year, acc 0 idl,ng t9^ r 
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PALESTINE SEES FIT' 
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PAN AND EGYPT demanded w 

itaeiday that Israel cease it's tl' 
crippling of the peace profess cl 
mi start honoring signed p 

accords especially in terms of 
Palestine's right to declare it's e 
statehood on May 4th. u 

*We are asking the Israeli b 

SOYfmment to fully abide by a 

disagreements and to uncondi 
tionally and rapidly implement s 

all of them including the Wye r 

tew accords,” said Foreign t 

Minister Abdul llah Khatib i 

adding that "we support the i 

Palestinians in their right to 
declare an independent state 
on its land with Jerusalem as its 
capital.” 

The statement of uncondi 
fowl support came after 
^verified reports that Jordan 
discouraging the 
Palestinian Authority from 
dedaring a state on May 4. 

Khatib. Egyptian Foreign 
Minister Amr Mussa and PLO 
lenitive Committee Secretary 
Mahntoud Abbas were received 
hjfHis Majesty King Abdullah at 
toghadan Palace after they had 
wriier conducted their trilater- 
*1 meeting , at the Foreign 
Ministry. 

Prime Minister Abdul Ra'uf 
, Rawabdeh who had also met 
■ Mth the guests told the press 
that Jordan . will help the 
k^rinians get. recognition' if 
they declare the state... 

‘Our objective is to help teo 
®Stize the independent stated 
^ Palestine, we will work fo 
: ™|p , them whenever 1 they 
decide to take the step; 

. w hre sure they 


would know liow to measure 
the situation and look at the Kl 
clear picture," he told the al 

press. ft 

Rawabdeh made sure to w 

emphasize that the "issue is nor S j 
up for questions: Jordan stands sl 
by our Palestinian brethren in 
all they ask of us." 

According to an ‘official 
source who didn’t want to be 
named, the trilateral meetings 
will resume on the 18th of next 
month in Cairo. He said that a 
meeting in Jericho could follow 
soon after, that 
After his meeting with King 
Abdullah, Mussa expressed 
fears of what might happen in 
the days to come especially in 
terms of the peace process 
"with regards not only to 
Palestine but also to Lebanon 
and Syria 

He said that Israel’s holding 
back on the implementation of 
the Wye accords Is the reason 
that they concentrated on the 
Palestinian track rether than 
Lebanon and Syria 
I In expectation of Israeli elec 
• tions .coming up next month 
i analysts believe that the three 
countries are also worried 
f Netanyahu may take adverse 
t measures on the ground hoping 
8 to win the hearts of Israeli 
e . extremists. 

Furthermore, the Palestinian 
Authority is worried that If a 
c- , state is not declared; on May 
:e ; 4th; or shortly, thereafter, final 
:o status . negotiations inclUdjng 
;y the thorny issde of Jerusalem 
p; ' may delay such .declaratipn fnr 
ey many, more rnonthstacorpe ■■■■' 


After the trilateral meeting. 
Khatib told the press that "we 
also want Israel to fully cease 
from taking any unilateral steps 
which aim at changing current 
situations and preempt final 
status negotiations." 

He demanded "Israel stop it’s 
unlawful procedures in connec- 


tion with Jerusalem, the confis- 
cation of land and destruction 
of houses." 

The three officials stressed 
yet another lime their commit- 
ment to peace as tl,e 

strategic option to solve the 
Middle East crisis at its core the 
Palestinian cause "by imple- 


menting Security Council reso- 
lutions 242. 338. and rhe land 
for pence concept," said a press 
release following the meeting. 

Meanwhile, it was nut dear 
yesterday whether the minis- 
ters have planned any specific 
type of trilateral action in sup- 
port of the Palestinians. 


According to analysis, ihe unity 
displayed by the three coun- 
tries may well be a show of 
force equal to a simple message 
sent lo Netanyahu at a time of 
elections: your intransigent 

ways, is driving your closest 
Arab ally, Jordan, furiher^away^ 

by SERENE SERHAN 
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Kina chairs cabinet meeting 

NEW PAGE, NEW CANDID 



LOC 


S3 

IJAIL.T — ■ *■») 

miiabI>EU DDESENTfi AMNESTY ■— 





!J '• 

; ' i! 


before house today 


THE ARAB DAILY — His Majesty King 
Abdullah has called on the govern- 
ment to adopt a candid and objec- 
tive approach to problems that may 
arise (n any or the ministries and 
pledged his full personal support to 
the cabinet members in dealing with 
any given crisis. 

King Abdullah, who was chairing 
his first full cabinet meeting since 
ascending the throne on February 
7th, said "we want to start a new 
page" in dealing with national con- 
cerns and issues, and urged minis- 
ters not to hesitate to request his 
personal help wh^i needed. 

The King expressed willingness to 
"go down to the field whenever 
there is a domestic problem" that 
may need his attention. 

The King however stressed the 
importance for all ministers to bring”* 
their respective ministry's problems 
ro the open "promptly and without 
hesitation", and said he will not be 
lenient If measures were not taken in 
good time. 

"If any of you have a problem, I 
want to know about it within* the 
next two weeks, not afrer a month or 
two," the King-told the ministers. "I 
want you to be dear, to voice any 
problems, not to hide them and let 
them grow," he added. 

The King's remarks came following 
a briefing by Prime Minister Abdur- 
Ra'uf Rawabdeh on his government's 
measures and plans to deal with 


PROBLEM SOLVING 


i 


national priorities, namely a fore- 
seen water crisis this summer due to 
a dry winter season, and the stum- 
bling economy. 

The King urged the government to 
move to avert the water crisis and 
stressed the importance of address- 
ing the growing water shortage 
which he described as the country's 
“most pressing concern.” 


“If any of you have 
a problem, / want 
to know about it 
within the next two 
weeks, not after a 
month or two” 


He said short and long term plans 
must be put forward to deal with the 
water crisis, "now being the fore- 
most problem that needs the collec- 
tive attention of the government" 
through the development of water 
resources and enforcing a nation- 
wide rationalization plan. 

During the meeting. His Majesty 
also listened to a briefing by 
Minister of Water and Irrigation 
Kamel Mahadin about the ministry's 
emergency plan to deal with the 
water shortage. 


Minister of Planning Rima Khalaf 
and Minister of Transport and 
Telecommunication Jamal Sarairah 
also briefed'the King on plans to fur- 
ther encourage foreign investment 
and on sreps towards the privatiza- 
tion of a number of national institu- 
tions. 

The King expressed satisfaction at 
the government’s performance and 
reiterated his determination to offer 
his full support to projects in this 
field. 

The King also emphasized the 
need to upgrade the economic sec- 
tor and work to further encourage 
investment opportunities, in a bid to 
open job opportunities for the 
unemployed and alleviate poverty 
among the less fortunate members 
of society, expressing optimism to 
see tangible results in this regard. 

The King called for enforcing laws 
that facilitate foreign investment and 
exerting efforts to avoid red tape 
that may hinder potential investors. 

On the issues of economic 
reforms, privatization and indebted- 
ness, the King said "these should all 
be handled within a comprehensive 
and effective plan" in order that 
these measures reflect positively and 
substantially on the lives of citizens. 

Regarding tourism, the King 
stressed the need to avail this sector 
utmost care due to its potential In 
boosting the economy and creating 
new job opportunities. 



MINISTER ABDUR Ra’uf Rawabdeh 
„«« to the Lower House of Parliament 
||he 1999 General Amnesty draft law. 

Iits session, the House will discuss in 

,he draft law and give their votes 
, r for or against its implementation 

i the week. 

(2/A) of the draft law states that 
uteeption to the crimes listed in provi- 
L. ,1 other crimes ■ which took place 
jg/ 3/1999 - are included in the 
sal Amnesty, including press and pub- 
ioDon dimes. 

^sion ( 3 ). meanwhile, excludes from 
fcftneral Amnesty such crimes as espi- 
gu drug-related crimes, enslavement, 
tsoii, provoking public disorder, terror- 


ism, criminal conspiracies, crimes related 
to misuse of office, forging bank notes and 
related crimes, criminal forgery, sexual vio- 
lation and kidnapping, intentional killing, 
theft, check-related crimes, fraud bankrupt- 
cy and debt- fraud. 

Nail Saleh, an advocate, commented on 
provision 12/B) of the draft law related to 
press and publication crimes. He said that 
"this provision is not dear in that it Tails to 
spedfy the different press and publication 
crimes which are included in more than one 
law." 

Saleh also referred to provision (3/K) 
which excludes from the general amnesty 
crimes of rape. He explained that this pro- 
vision leaves room to crimes such as seduc- 


tion to be included in the Amnesty, hoping 
that the legislative council would rake into 
consideration this loop hole in the provi- 
sion and change it to a more comprehen- 
sive one. 

On his part, Minister of Information 
Naser Lawzi informed the Arab Daily that 
tills is only the draft copy of the Amnesty 
Law. 

"The draft will be subject to the spedfic 
inspection oF both the Lower and the 
Upper Houses of Parliament. These two 
authorities will make the necessary amend- 
ments on the draft law before any imple- 
mentation can be done." 
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Rania. the Queen 


by ORAYB AKEEL 


MUSLIM BROTHERHOOD SPOKESMAN REVEALS 
CONTENTS OF MEMO ADDRESSED TO KINO ABDULLAH 

•V*" 1 , . ■ ■ Muslim Rrntliiirllnnrl Ipaf 

IkHSMAN AND MEMBER of upon the government s eco- 


1T IS THE norm for our royalty - men or women - to dedicate 
their life to the service of the people where they need it most. 
The duty befits Rania Al-Abdullah*. a gentle, simple and well 
educated woman; turned Princess only six years ago. 

Today is her day as a mother, and more so that by tomorrow 
she will be Queen. Even though mothers are queens of their 
family's vast kingdom, the Queen of Jordan will have to 
embrace the whole nation and love them equally. 

Already well in the service of the people, she used her 
American University of Cairo education to tackle the roots of 
poverty, versus the typical attempt at cracking the shell only to 
see it grow again. Her Jordan River Foundation with its Jordan 
River Designs, Wadi Rayan and Bani Haniida projects have given 
birth to means of livelihood for hundreds of needy Jordanian 


QUEEN NOOR 
VISITS SICK 
CHILDREN 


The King also urged for a prompt 
and speedy implementation of the 
general amnesty law which was 
issued by government during its 
morning session yesterday. 

The law is to be deliberated by 


Parliament during today's session. 

About 600 prisoners will be par- 
doned following a cabinet decision 
issued at the end of 40 days of 
mourning over the passing away of 
His Majesty the late King. 


HER M/\jESTY QUEEN Noor toured a number of Jordanian 
hospitals where she checked on the health conditions of 
sick children receiving cancer treatment. 

Her Royaj Highness Princess Iman Al-Hussein, who 
accompanied Queen Noor on the tour, distributed presents 
to the sick children, at Al-Anial Center, King Hussein 
Medical Center and the University Hospital. • 

Queen Noor, who has been entrusted by His Majesty King 
Abdullah to establish and chair a. foundation in memory of 
the. late King, named AI-Husseln Foundation, has 
announced the opening of special a fund, under the 
umbrella of the Foundation, dedicated to assisting hospi- 
tals that treat cancer stricken children. 

The. newly designated Foundation, aims among other 
things, to provide assistance iii the areas of medical care, 
environmental protection, social justice, and work to 
upgrade, the living conditions of Jprdahia os' for the .well- 
being and stability*: of. the local society ands ifs, national ; 
security Pejtra u * : 


Muslim Brotherhood 
We Office, Jamil Abu 
itauld the Brotherhood in 
b memorandum ro- His 
King Abdullah on 
OBfsday, presented their 
$ on various issues, 
pan-Arab relations, 
acy in Jordan, public 
in addition to gov- 
| fliaent economic policies. 

the memo included 
| It .. brotherhood's stand 
G&ijg the election law, 
sSiiy the one person one 
tftiystem, which members 
3 fte Brotherhood "view as 
M i true representation of 
people". 

Speaking to the Arab Daily 
having Thursday's meeting 
'■Hi His Majesty King 
‘Mali, Abu Baker said the 
:«no urged the government 
i&teview the one man one 
■wjystem, noting that the 
lisihethood was reflecting 
Weyis of the majority of 


nomic restructuring, mainly 
the issue of privatization, say- 
ing that the “World Bank's 
policies that have been 
imposed on Jordan have not 
yet produced the desired 
results". Rather, according to 
the Brotherhood views Jordan 
has, ns a result, witnessed a 
decrease in economic growth, 
a rise in unemployment rates 
and an exorbitant hike in 
prices, all contributing to lur- 
cher deteriorating the living 
conditions of many Jordanians. 

On Jordanian-Arab relations, 
the Brotherhood praised the 
government's eltorts to 
strengthen its good relations 
with Arab neighbors, com- 
mending the recent joint ven- 
ture between Jordan and 
Egypt. 

The Brotherhood also 
expressed hope that such ini- 
tiatives would take place with 
other Arab countries, also 
voicing optimism about His 


field. 

Abu Baker said the memo 
also expressed hope for fur- 
ther strengthening . of 
Jordanian-Arab relations "as an 
inspiring step towards 
stronger Arab-Arab ties." 

He said the memo has urged 
Jordan to assume irs due role 
on the political arena in this 
regard and to take practical 
and tangible steps towards 
achieving Arab unity and a uni- 
fied Arab stand in the face of 
international challenges, 
namely Israel's hard line poli- 
cies towards Arabs. 

The meeting between His 
Majesty the King and the 
Muslim Brotherhood was the 
first private meeting between 
the two since the King's ascen- 
sion to the throne on February 
7th. 

During the meeting the King 
expressed appreciation of the 
social, moral and national role 
of the Islamic movement in the 
Kingdom, and described its 

. Ml L _ J m>tin rtflrt 


Muslim Brotherhood leader 
Abdul-Majccd Tlincibat 
pledged that his movement 
will continue its traditional 
stand of support and loyalty to 
the Hashemite leadership. 

Thneibat has reportedly 
described the meeting with 
His Majesty the King as posi- 
tive and said -the results of the 
meeting will materialize soon. 

Petra said Thneibat reiterat- 
ed his movement's allegiance 
to the regime, and expressed 
to the King the movement's 
determination to stand by him 
“as une team and one body 
that trusts him as the leader of 
a new era.” 

The Brotherhood has long 
expressed disappointment and 
frustration at what it regarded 
as inadequate the democratic 
reforms that started in 1989. 

The movement has also crit- 
icized the press and publica- 
tions law saying it was used to 
silence the press in its criti- 
cism of the 1994 peace treaty 

'«L 


women. 

A platter on these households’ tables would have disap- 
peared once consumed. Rania's projects will feed the women 
and their families on the long ran. 

Then she develops the concept. Instead of small scale pro- 
jects. why not help out those with good ideas realize their 
dreams, and make a future for themselves with their own 
hands? 'flic closest thing to America's popular Small Business 
Administration! 

The Princess linked her JKF with JEDCO. the Jordan Export 
Development and Commercial Centers Corporation, allowing 
her foundation ro offer Financing to small projects that put the 
grub where it belungs. 

But today is not a day of business. After His Majesty King 
Abdullah's expected declaration, her name will nn longer be 
preceded by Her Royal Highness. 

Today 'Her Majesty* is not a title in a fairy tale. Here in Jordan 
the good stories that Inst are for real. 


J DAILY 



Riyad Hroub 
Chairman 


Runzi E. Khquiy 
A4/uptgin$ Director 
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U.S. INCREASINGLY AT ODDS WITH EU OVER JERUSACIjti 
MORDECHAI US VISIT SEEN AS MEDDLING IN ELECTIONS 


■^01 reoccupies arnoun 

, n pAi — Lebanon in Beaufort* Castle, police 




(DPA) - Lebanon 
need Saturday the Israeli 
into a south village at 


in Beauforte 
said. 

Arnoun lit 


AS THE ISSUE OF JERUSALEM is 
creating a heated debate 
between Israel and Europe, the 
United States is becoming 
increasingly at odds with the 
European Union (EU) over the 
issue of sovereignty over Arab 
east Jerusalem, especially when 
it. comes to meeting with 
Palestinian officials at the 
Orient House, according to a US 
State Department. 

The State Department 
source, who asked that his 
name not be used, told The 
Arab Daily that the US does not 
share the European Union's 
position on Jemsalem because 
its official policy is to conduct 
meetings and official business 
in the Gaza and the West Bank. 

"The European Union has its 
own position and it is one that 
the United States does not 
share," he said. 


"We want to make it dear 
that Jerusalem is a final status 
negotiations issue. If we were 
to attend meetings in east 
Jemsalem, we would go against 
the US poiicy of this issue. We 
simply do not conduct official 
business in the Orient House, 
we do it in rhe Gaza and the 
West Bank." 

When asked why the US does 
not share the European posi- 
tion on Jerusalem, although 
they also consider it a "final sta- 
tus" issue, the source said the 
EU countries support final sta- 
tus but- obviously they don't 
have a problem in meeting with 
the Palestinian officials in East 
Jerusalem. 

"They take it a step further 
and conduct official business in 
the Orient House wiiich gives 
Hie impression of meeting with 
them in what the Palestinians 


would like to have a future cap- 
ital. We rhink rhat rype of 
action, even though it is just a 
meeting, would upset the 
Israelis and cause a problem." 

The State Department source 
said the meeting in Jerusalem 
will complicate future negotia- 
tions between die Palestinians 
and Israel. 

“The United States is not try- 
ing to do any type of acts that 
are going to make it even fur- 
ther more difficult to handle 
these issues in the final status 
negotiations," he said. 

The source was commenting 
on the meeting hosted at the 
Orient House by Faisal 
Husseinl, ■ the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) repre- 
sentative in Jerusalem, for 10 
foreign diplomats, including 
representatives of Germany, 
France, Britain, Italy, Spain, 


behalf of the Yitzhak Knbin 
Center for the Srudy of Israel. 


, , „ r , ■RMWsnw 1 occup j c( i Beauforte Castle and Israeli 

Sweden, other EU nations, behalf of the Yitzhak Knbin it to be, and if they wanrtn r ^Jrnndaimed security troops and their allied militia, 
Canada and Australia, in defi- Center Tor die Study of Israel, ir that my. d*? £ f' hcsK0 m1 time in the South Lebanon Amy. usu- 

ante of Israeli requests to The purpose of this event is to policy is not to tafclK „d»s ally venture in and out of the 

refrain from diplomatic con- celebrate the memory of Mr actually we h« ' Enounce such village freely, 

tacts „t Jerusalem. Rabin and because Mordecha, our way on seten | " T* » ° On Thursday Israeli troops 

The American Consul-General served under Rabin knew him not to meet with ce^lf nsider it a viola- backed by two armored pet- 

John Herbst did not attend. well, and was scheduled to be viduals or take trip, . s integrity," sonnel carriers dynamited two 

As a result of the meeting, In the US at this time, we during the eketion w J» Salira H oss said houses in the eastern sector of 

Prime Minister Beniamin be neve it was annmDnnte tn Accord ne m m.. — ■nBcMimsi.ci jo ... - . 


refrain from diplomatic con- 
tacts in Jemsalem. 

The American Consul-General 
John Herbst did not attend. 

As a result of the meeting, 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu decided to revoke 
the travel documents of three 
PNA officials: Zlad Abu Ziyad's 
VIP card, and Hanan Ashrawi's 
and Husseinfs special travel 
privileges. 

Meanwhile, when asked to 
comment on the Israeli charges 
that the US is meddling in 
Israel's elections by inviting 
Yitzhak Mordechai, the Center 
Party's candidate for prime min- 
ister to the White House, the 
State Department source said 
he Is in Washington to attend a 
fund-raising campaign on 


celebrate me memory ot Mr. 
Rabin , and because Mordechai 
served under Rabin, knew him 
well, and was scheduled to be 
in the US at this time, we 
believe it was appropriate to 
have him attend the event," he 
said. 

The source added that the US 
has no intention to interfere in 
the Israeli election process and 
that is a matter for all Israelis to 
make alone by themselves. He 
said no other candidates in the 
Israeli elections were invited. 

When asked that the general 
perception in Israel is that the 
Clinton Administration is 
biased and wants to see the 
Labor candidate win the elec- 
tions, he said “the perception 
can be whatever a person wants 


According to area foe huh**. - 

from Israel, Mo ^ leaving Berruc for Qatar 
invited by Dennis Rost feu ian official visit, 
special envoy to the wv, 01,1 on tlie wor d c ° m ' 
process, and by the ^ waiiy a« d five-nation 

security adviser. Samuel Et®, 6K>up to exert 
When President Bill (w on Israel to stop it 

L I . I . . . ™ ' « .a. qt-fqplrr 


houses in the eastern sector of 
the village after accusing 
Lebanese resistance guerrillas 
of taking shelter in such hous- 
es to launch attacks against 
troops in the Beauforte Castle. 

On Feb. 26 several hundred 


learned that Mordechai wtfEanjlng out such attacks ‘ students followed by villagers 


be present, he fmdtedMmtt, 
personal meeting at thetylfe 
House. Mordechai was it* 
scheduled to meet 
Secretary of State Maddfo 
Albright and with Berger. 

from MUNIR NASSER 
Chief Com tponkt 

InWnhhfst 


MASH A' L DENIES PLEDGE 
TO SUSPEND RESISTANCE 


HAMAS POLITICAL POLITBUREAU 
Chief Khaiid. Masha’l denied 
yesterday any agreement with 
any party to suspend resistance 
to the Israeli occupation of 
Palestinian land. 

“We ascertain that Hamas has 
never pledged to any party any- 
where ro suspend its resistance 
to the occupation forces," 
Masha'I told The Arab Daily 
yesterday. 

"The charges launched by 
officials of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
against the Islamic Resistance 
Movement (Hamas) that the lat- 
ter has violated an alleged 
agreement with the PNA is nei- 
ther the first, in type, nor 
would it be the last,- " Masha'I 
said. *■ 

He added that "such charges 
will always be staged ns long as 
the PNA continues to reflect the 
deadlock of Its negotiations 
with the Zionist government to 
its relationship with the vivid 
powers of the Palestinian peo- 


ple, headed by Hamas." 

Maasha'I said that the "accu- 
sations will be made whenever 
the PNA wants to continuously 
fabricate internal crises aiming 
at covering up the sterile nego- 
tiations with the Zionist enemy. 
The PNA positively responds to 
the conditions and require- 
ments of this enemy at the 
expense of the legitimate rights 


amongst Hamas leaders 
Masha'I said that the "PNA has 
never spared efforts to play on 
basically non-existent differ- 
ences between Hamas branches 
inside and outside of Palestine, 
in a bid either to create a rift 
between Hamas's forces or to 
strike against its solidarity." 

,tf&* added “Hamas factions 
jfonstjMrte one unity, they stick 


of the Palestinian people and kofhe right, of the Palestinian 
their coherent national jixuc-^p^pljyfor resisting the occupa- 

rurp V V 


their coherent national pel 

ture ” ( 

The Hamas Leader was prfuit-^ tin 1 


ing accusaao1^^j£&T^NA tlipt r *~'T'Tes am) holy shrines. We are 
Hamas ^'its ^WFy-*' confident that our 

promis^^ / 'Stop v 'Gifti-l|raelj^ Palestinian brothers, whether 
attacks# WApresideikilSspcre- under rhe PNA rule or under the 
tary AbdqJrab^/ told occupation forces, would main- 

(AFP) twtyd^s^eia^^Uamas tain without interruption their 

made rh^SQm^j»^nt three legitimate right for fighting 

months ago in exchange for the such a brutal occupation. They 

release of its founder and splrl- suffer most and are more aware 

tual guide, Sheikh Ahmed of the oppression, killing and 

Yassin, from two months of Judaization," 

house arrest in Gaza City. According to information 

Regarding news of differ- published in the press yester- 

ences in attitude and ideas day regarding contacts between 


Tor resisting the occupa- 
rcerisTong as they con- 
choid Palestine’s territo- 
m holy shrines. We are 


Hamas members detained in 
Israel and Israeli security offi- 
cials in prisons, Masha’I said 
"we have not received any 
information or message from 
our brethren heroes in the 
occupation jails about any dis- 
cussions held between them 
and the occupation authorities. 
The PNA has got used to create 
such news to cover its faltering 
unsuccessful agreements with 
the Zionist enemy, and to make 
its people busy with side caus- 
es. They have purposeful Inten- 
tions to distort and suspect 
Hamas's position." 

He added "the Palestinian 
people are well conversant with 
the truth, and Hamas highly 
trusts their ' delicate national 
awareness." 

Meanwhile, Manias denied a 
report from Cairo yesterday, 
regarding contacts between its 
prisoners held in' Israel and 
Israeli Security Officials in pris- 
ons. 

ByNASERSHADID 



■ innocent Lebanese 
~ Hoss said at Beirut 
nal Airport. 

Ouftg the night Israeli 
and their allied militia 
itfad by two bulldozers 
gtnd the eastern sector of 
and removed the rub- 
oftwo houses they dyna- 
tui two days ago to widen 
fieroad leading to their post 


tore down the barbed-wire 
fence the Israeli occupying 
forces had erected around 
Arnoun, which had cut it off 
from the rest of Lebanon. 

The Israeli annexation of 
Arnoun came after they 
accused the villagers of facili- 
tating the movement of 
Muslim guerrillas inside the vil- 
lage to launch attacks. 


PALESTINIAN OPPOSITION 
IOYCOTTS DFLP CEREMONY 


mm (AFP) — 

hutinian opposition groups . 
teed here boycotted a cere- 
roty organized by one of the 
r«o biggest opposition move- 
am to protest against a 
wring between its leader 
ad Israeli President Ezer 
Vtizman. 

He Democratic Front for 
fc liberation of Palestine 
ifflP) leader Nayef Hawatmeh 
spied other members of the 
Deposition when he shook 
hands with Weizman at the 
fan) of King Hussein in 
town in February. 

Hawatmeh played down the 
JpErance of the encounter, 
mmg it occurred by chance. 

The meeting was not the 


tainly prepared," Khaled 
Fahum. former speaker of the 
Palestine National Council and 
leading member of the opposi- 
tion. told AFP. 

“I sent a message of congrat- 
ulations to DFLP activists, but 
not lo Hawatmeh, who has to 
apologize," lie said. 

After his meeting with 
Weizman, Hawatmeh was 
ejected from a committee of 
opposition members set lip to 
oppose the cancellation of arti- 
cles in the Palestine National 
Charter offensive to Israel. 

Other members of the 
Damascus-based rejectionist 
front include the Marxist 
Popular Front' for the 
Liberation of Palestine, Islamic 


^ of chance, but was cer- Jihad and Hamas, 


MAURITANIAN OPPOSITION 
j LEADER TRIAL OPENS 

NOUAKCHOTT (AFP) - The At the opening of the 
opened here Saturday of a defense lawyers called for 


S. ARABIA EXPECTS NO IRANIAN 
DISTURBANCE AT HAJ 


MECCA, Saudi Arabia (Reuters) 
— Saudi Arabia said on ' 
Saturday it did not expect 
Iranian pilgrims to carry out an 
rallies that could disturb the 
annual haj pilgrimage. 

Interior Minister Prince Nayef 
bin Abdul-Aziz, who also' 
heads a committee that over- 
sees the annual pilgrimage, 
gave an assurance that Saudi 
authorities would be discreet in 
activities to maintain security. 

“I beiieve that nothing will 


come out ftom the Iranian 
brothers that would disturb the 
pilgrims to God's house,” 
Prince Nayef told a news con- 
ference in Mecca when asked if 
Iranian pilgrims were planning 
to hold a rally at the haj. 

An Iranian official in chaige 
of his country's pilgrims said in 
the Moslem holy city of Mecca 
on Friday that rhe annual rally 
to denounce the United States 
and Israel-would be held at the 
peak of the h^j pilgrimage on 
March 26. 


. In the past, political rallies by 
Iranian pilgrims during the haj 
have been a source of tension 
between Tfehran and Riyadh. 

Saudi Arabia prohibits politi- 1 
cal demonstrations at haj, 
insisting that the ritual should 
be strictly religious. 

In 1987,402 pilgrims, mostly 
Iranians, died in clashes with 
Saudi security forces at an 
Iranian-led rally in Mecca. Iran 
boycotted the . haj for three 
•years. ; ' : - r - 


mian opposition leader 

■H ■ . Uamite 00e °f his associates 
Continued From Back Page to tell how Congress will vote faged with public older 

The resolution that passed the House was issues related to Wye are not dear; related to claims of 

unbalanced and failed to point out that both to supply the fimds that come uiukr ^^ Near waste dumping, 
sides are committed to refrain from any unilater- do any chance of the revival ofaffl . Quid Daddah and 

al steps that would undermine the peace he asked. ■' re Dipii®* <i ^ 3mmade n Ould Babah face 

process. The fact that we have ongoing unilater- “I want to know what the.SW of "inciting Intolerance 

al Israeli violations in the form of settlement thinks about that. T am threatening securitv an, d 

expansion, that did not receive criticism from about Jordan and King Abdullah, jwqw 

Congress is Indicative how unbalanced the reso- any Inference to be sent that the.jjffltfl 
lutlon was." not supportive .of: hhnj 'w 'W; ^ 

Commenting on the timing of tlie resolution, Hussein, because weWflnt>to E , 

Congressman Campbell said the timing was clear- Abdullah and his hopes fpr p 

ly related to the Israeli elections. "The resolution cal conservative, and Iwanttp 
implicitly sides with the Likud government's money is comlng ftom.lt Is ^ 

position and places • responsibility on the the American taxpayers to 
Palestinian side," he said. ... to peace, if they know wheiv jS'^ 

In response pn the expected-vote jn Congress comingfroip. If the 
,on aid to jbrdan and the Palestinians under. the .from the next generatidhi/ ; y^J^?^ 

Wye agreement, Campbell said It is a' little early \ a hard rime convincing 


ress coming from- If the an^^ s 
! the from the next generatioh^^^ 
arly a hard rime convincing •!% 

• ' : ■ ■ •' ' . 


Ould Daddah and 
r^aden Ould Babah face 
W* of "inciting intolerance 
threatening security and 
onler" resulting from 
p Rations that the gov- 
allowed Israeli nuclear 
dumped on its soil, 
[ire two were arrested in 
[™ er and held under 
P* arrest in the desert 
freed on Jap. 17; a 
E/ay mar Wng the end of 

PJ^yfastingmonth 
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At the opening of the trial 
defense lawyers called for the 
case to be thrown out, claiming 
the charges were based on 
"hasty personal conclusions 
and not on tangible facts." 

The court rejected this 
appeal, claiming due process 
had taken place. 

Lawyers said earlier that the 
investigating magistrate had 
described the accused’s allega- 
tions as "of a kind to : create 
panic and constitute a cam- 
paign of lies against th£ gov- 
ernment" and therefore illegal 
under laws governing political 
activity. j / . ,-l 

A guilty verdict; could lea<J to ; 
Jail tends of between pnfr add,; 
five years/'.:. . : . ! V lyC \ 
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A Palestinian woman, left, smiles as she participates in a joint Israeli-Palestinian demonstration 
against the Israeli settlement policy which took place in the pouring rain outside the Israeli 
settlement of Avnci Hefetz near the West Bank town ot Qalqiliyah Saturday 
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Invitation for Bids 

Educational Sector Project - Phase (II) 

International Competitive Bidding (ICB) 

OECF Loan No. (JO - P10) 

Al-Balqa 1 Applied University invites Interested 
bidders to participate in the following tenders: 



Tender 

No. 



Subject 

Date of 

submssion of bids 

Date of opening 
of bids 

Plant and Animal Production 
Equipment 

21/3/1999 

22/5/1999 

Information Technology (PCs, 
Networks, Printers, Scanners 
and Mujtimedia Equipment) 

21/3/1999 

22/5/1999 



34/99 


- Eligible bidders may obtain tender documents at the Central Tendering 
Commttee office/ Al-Balq^ Applied University - Al - Salt against the payment of a 
non-refundable fee as stated above, and presenting a valid professional license 

and a registration certificate comrhencing on or before March 21 st , 1 999. 

Tender. documents may be purchased by ah authorized representative of the 

bidder upon submission of an official request. 

Bids shall be deposited in the “Bids Box" at the' Central'Tendering: Committee 
office/ Al-Balqa 1 Applied University;- Al-Salt or by mail, not later than 14:00 pm 

•(local time) on May 22 ncJ , 1999. • 

- Bids shall be opened on May 22nd, 1999 at 15:00 pm (local tirne). 

Chairmah, 
Central Tendering Committee 
Abdel Halim Al-Zu ? bi 
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MANAMA (AFP) — The new emir. Sheik Hamad Ben Issa Al 
Khalifa, on Saturday named his eldest son, Crown Prince 
Salman, as commander of the Bahraini Defense Force, the offi- 
cial news agency GNA said. It said the appointment was 
announced during a visit by Sheik Hamad to the headquarters 
of the 1 1 ,000-strong force. Sheik Salman, 29, was named crown 
prince in place of his father following the death of the emir, 
Sheik Issa Ben Salman AJ Khalifa, of a heart attack on March 6 . 
The new crown prince, who studied at universities in the United 
States and England, lias served as undersecretary at the defense 
ministry since 1995, 


LTPIl I*. J U.l ! J J . J.' f, | 


DOHA (AFP) — Lebanese Prime Minister Salim Hoss arrived in 
Qatar on Saturday at the start of a Gulf trip seeking investment 
for his country's post-war reconstruction. The official news 
agency QNA said Hoss. who is to travel on to the United Arab 
Emirares (UAE) on Sunday, was greeted in Doha by his Qatari 
counterpart Sheik Abdullah Ben Khalifa Al Thani. The prime 
minister has made similar visits to Saudi Arabia and Egypt since 
taking office in December. In the Emirati newspaper Al Khaleej 
published on Saturday, Hoss called for the oil-rich Gulf Arab 
monarchies to encourage the private sector in their countries 
to Invest in Lebanon. 


SANAA (AFP) — Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Sand Al Faisal 
arrived here on Saturday to deliver a message from King Fahd 
to Yemeni President Ali Abdullah Saleh on a longstanding bor- 
der dispute, the official Yemeni news agency SABA said. Prince 
Saud cold SABA that the visit was a follow-up to Yemeni Foreign 
Minister Abdul Qader Bajammal's trip to Riyadh in February. 
Saudi Arabia and Yemen have been discussing the demarcation 
of their common land and sea borders since 1995, but the nego- 
tiations have so far failed to produce results. 


CAIRO (AH*) • Lebanese Arab daily Al Nnhar reported on 
Saturday that Israel threatened to suspend its participation In 
tile monitoring committee set up by the April 1996 accords 
"because of the Lebanese delegation's refusal to accept facts 
put forward by the Israeli side about violations or the accords," 
according to Israeli state radio monitored by the Egyptian news 
agency MENA. 


In Algeria 

ALGIERS (AP) — Armed assailants slit the throats of ten men 
before disemboweling them and setting their bodies on fire in 
an ambush in southwestern Algeria, authorities said Saturday. 
The attack took place early Friday morning at a false roadblock 
on a highway near Ain Defla, 120 kilometers southwest oF 
Algiers, The assailants also kidnapped three women who were 
traveling with the men in three taxis. The victims also had gun- 
shot wounds, officiate said. Local residents blamed the attack 
on the radical 'Armed Islamic Group, but there was- no claim of 
; responsibility, they also said at least two soldiers were among 
ythedeSd. • .;j ; 


J" ; A N ON SIX-DAY TRIP 

■■■■ml TO DRUM UP SUPPORT FOR STATE 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — K ^ ‘ 

Secretary General Kofi 

Annan, sounding optimistic, M £5jf wTZ' , f ' 

said lie was making arrange- 

meins to transfer for trial in *** |- 

the Netherlands - two Libyan % lfl| 

suspects accused of the 1 988 Jf 

Pan Am airliner bombing over 

Scotland. 

The United States, on. the 

other hand, gave a cautious H k! I 

welcome Saturday to Libya's 

announcement that it would \ v . Jr 

hand over two Lockerbie air- y 

liner bombing suspects, .1 

expressing doubt over 

whether the two really would V $5 m 

be delivered for trial, ■ . ' fc| 

Acting US ambassador to ■ ci 1 1 

the United Nations Peter I t'-* 

Burleigh said that while the • ■ g. 

move was welcomed, the V 
“decisive" point would be 1 
whether the two really would 1 1 ■ ’ ' 

be handed over. ! 

Annan issued a statement 
and spoke to reporters late 
on Friday .after receiving a 
letter from Libya that agreed 
to the surrender of the two 
men to the United Nations by 
April 6 , the first time a spe- on certain kinds of oil equip 
cific date had been men- ment. 
tioned. The news was first 

Saying he was "greatly announced in Tripoli on 
encouraged by this develop- Friday by South African 


,4 


□TV (AFP) — Palestinian President 
■Arafat left for Greece on Saturday 
six-day tour of world capitals 
ed to dram up support for the dec- 
of a Palestinian state, 
r meeting Creek premier Costas 
Is In Athens, Arafat is to travel to 
France, the United States - where 
^fllmeetUS President Bill Clinton on 
9, and finally to Canada, officials 




mm 

mat 
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nr ibn Sultan ibn Abdel A1I1 

resident Nelson Mandela and Libyan leader Moamer 15 'T 
raises their hand during a rally in Tripoli on Friday. 


ment." Annan said necessary 
arrangements were being ini- 
tiated for the handover, 
which Security Council reso- 
lutions say are the responsi- 
bility of his office. 1 

"I think it has taken a while 
but it looks as if we are 
there," he said after his meet- 
ing with Abuzed Omar 
Dorda, Libya’s UN ambas- 
sador who delivered the let- 
ter. 

The letter appeared to 
meet US and British condi- 
tions for the lifting of UN 
sanctions, imposed against 
Libya in 1992 and tightened 
in 1993. They include a flight 
and arms embargo and a ban 


President Nelson Mandela, 
who along with Saudi 
Arabian leaders had been 
instrumental in persuading 
Libya to extradite the two 
intelligence agents for trial 
before a Scottish court sit- 
ting in the Netherlands. 

Dorda said the transfer of 
the two men had been 
worked out by UN legal coun- 
sel Hans Corell and authori- 
ties in Tripoli and were being 
kept confidential. 

State Department 

spokesman James Foley said 
the United States welcomed 
"the news that we have heard 
from President Mandela 
today. We are expecting the 


turnover of the two suspects 
to custody in the Netherlands 
on or before April 6 ." 

The letter to Annan from 
Tripoli's foreign minister, 
Omar Mustafa Montasser, 
said Libya "agrees to ensure 
that the two suspects would 
be available for the Secretary 
General of the United 

Nations to take custody of 
them on or before 6 April 
1999 for their appearance 
before the court." 

It said that Libya expected 
the sanctions to be frozen 
when the two men reached 
the Netherlands. UN Security 
Council resolutions automati- 
cally suspend the sanctions 
once the transfer takes place. 

Montasser also said that 
the sanctions would be lifted 
permanently after 90 days if 


Annan reports to the Securiij 
Council that Libya has com- 
plied fully with its demands. 


^111 return to the Palestinian terri- 
U for the feast of Eld Al Adha before 
ng on another marathon trip In 
ilto Russia, China and Japan and 
ountrles in Asia as well as Africa 
tilt America. 

latest trip forms part of an inten- 
, 1 T Ft campaign that has already taken 

AFP PHOTO j,* to Britain, Scandinavia, Spain and 

Arab countries to try to win inter- 
nal support for the Palestinians' 
to declare an independent state on 
4 when the interim period of the 
^ peace accords expires. 

Arafat arrived in Athens yesterday and 

plied fully with lb demandi ! » 111 !eek . a f °7 la a ''™ i " B JJ™ 

But this would take anuth »" independent state on May 

er vote by the Security DMA III 

Council after Annan's repon 1 ■ WEB, W H 

Libya's wording, however. DAI ECTI 

indicates it may haw rJ%liE 9 TI 

received private assurances . . 

from Washington and RAMALLAH (R) - The Palestinian National 

London that neither county totality (PNA) said on Snturclay it would 
would prolong the sanctions, m be able to curb future si reel protests 
One potential stumbling Palestinians upset by Israel’s continued 
point in the letter was Libya’s > ftfoul to implement peace deals, 
contention that the Security ; Palestinian President Yasser Arafat's 
Council needed to adopt a vjtforaide Tayeb Abdul Rahim said Israeli 
resolution on its intentions reasures including continued confiscation 
and the arrangements in a ; f ^ were putting the PNA's credi- 
form binding on all con- at risk. 

cerned parties-." — .... . .... 

But Dorda insisted this was 
not a new Libyan condition 
but a request. “It is- out 
wish,” he said. 


4 , and appealed for help from the United 
States and Russia to force Israel into 
abiding by past agreements so the peace W 
process can be led out of its “dark dead f 
end." 

Speaking to a congress of Greece's 
governing Socialist party, Arafat said the 
"legal vacuum of sovereignty" following 
the end of the five-year interim period oF 
Palestinian autonomy will have to be 
filled. 

"As you know the Palestinian people 
are continuing their just and legal strug- 
gle for their national rights of return and 
self determination, and for the establish- [ 
ment of the independent Palestinian j * 1 

state with holy Jerusalem as its capital," ^ f 

Arafat told a cheering crowd of about 

6 , 000 . 

"In front of the dead end which the 
peace process finds itself today, we 
appeal to all peace loving powers and 
especially to the co-guarantors of peace, 
the United States and Russia, and the 
European Union, to put forward all 
efforts to convince the Israeli govern- Preside* 

ment to abide by all rhe agreements," he «hcm 5,0 

.. Saturday 

said. 



PNA UNABLE TO CURB FUTURE 
PALESTINIAN STREET PROTESTS 


President Arafat, left, and Greek premier tosvm , T " 

than 8,000 delegates al the Slh Greek Socialist party (PASOK) congress in Athens on 

Saturday. 

CMTIIDE MANDELA: SA TO ESTABLISH 

FUTUKE DIPLOMATIC MISSION IN LIBYA 


■‘The ri gin-wing government of [Israeli 
Prime Minister Renjaniinl Netanyahu is 
making every eRort to kill peace, Abdul 
Rahim said. 

“Despite the Israeli measures, the 
Palestinian Authority was able to exercise 
self-restraint and patience out of a desire 
tn give the sponsors of the peace process a 
last chance to pressure Israel to carry our 
its obligations.” he told a conference orga- 


nized by the Palestinian Central Bureau of 
Statistics in the West II, ink city oi 
Ruinallah. 

“But the Palestinian Authority will not be 
able to continue containing popular Irtis- 
t ration, despair, and anger towards Israel il 
this Israeli government continues confis- 
cating land, and suffocating Palestinians 
economically and continues rejecting 
implementation of peace deals." he said. 


ibn oF Uinui letter to 


UNITED NATIONS, (AFP) ~ Herewith the 
text of a lettef to UN chief Kofi Antion from 
.‘Libyan Foreign Minister Omar -Mustafa 
Muntasser on Friday, obtained by AFP: , 

; .. E)<cep,OPtyi • 4v"" • ", .-'V 
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the Netherlands for the purpose of trying 
• the two suspects in accordance with 
Scottish law, and based on the agreement 
readied between the legal experts of the 
United Nations arid Libya, and , with the 
-presence of . international,- observers 
;v appointed by tlie Secretary General of the 


'-‘i ' 


Security Cou ncl I’s resblift|Qris7 ^7 , 
Excellency, 

I would like to 
again to your atte nil 

1 . TheJainabiriyf‘i.tft-fi&3'stV 

on numerous ‘ 
of terrorism and 


u .suspects^ir convicted, wu serve . -tional 

■ ; 2 .t 

: j ^ ^ ^ Aziz. A|-.5iii4 ; or . rii^^tftbfisTiecl -i|p 
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• „„„ March 1999 lo scores of their rela- 

»ev/ly married Syrian couple wave . if| |he Golan heights before entering 

m who gathered at the Inst Syrian che P | n , C riiafioiiaI Committee of the Red 

,1C occupied part of the Syrian between the Syrian forces 

r ^ s transferred six couples through th , of #he icw i s h state. 

^ Israeli troops to live in villages »nriei-the^ .imSSSS 


CAPETOWN (AFP) — South Africa is to establish a diplomatic mis- 
sion in Libya, President Nelson Mandela announced in Tripoli, the 
South African Pivss Association (SAPA) said Saturday. 

Mandela made the announcement during a speech Friday to the 
Libyan parliament. 

Mandela, according ro SAPA. said he would get to work on 
establishing a South African mission in Libya in the coming days. 

“When I arrive hack in South Africa [Saturday), the implement.!- 
rion of that decision will he one ol tile first matters that 1 shall 
attend 10," he said. 

"Libya has been such an important ally for so long," he added. 
"JThisl is also Intended to signal lu the Libyan people and the 
world that we are proud of the steps that Libyan people have 
taken today in regard to the Lockerbie issue." 

Mandela said South Africa would never forget Libya's material 
and moral support in the fight against apartheid rule. 

“When I eventually retire to the peace of the village of my birth, 
the memories of your friendship will enrich my days.” he said. 

"It is with great admiration For the Libyan people that I can 
I today announce to the world that Libya has decided to write to 
the Secretary General of the United Nations to give a firm date for 
the handing over for trial in the Netherlands of the two Libyan 
nationals named as suspects in live Lockerbie case." 

The suspects would be handed over on qr before April 6 , 
Mandela said, reading from a letter to UN Secretary General Kofi 

Annan. • 

“You the Libyan people have proved Africa's potential to be the 
leaders of peace, equality and prosperity for all as we enter the 
new millennium." Mandela said. | 


TUNISIA SETS ELECTIONS 
. FOR OCTOBER S4 

TUNIS (R) — President. Zlne Al Abidlne Ben /Ml announced oii 
Saturday that "ftmisla. Would hold presidential and parliamentary 
elections qri.O^. 24* . .. - ' , 

■ -Ben All, who said last yeaH he would, run for a third five-year 
term, announced the date in a. speech at a rpjiy In liinls ipariting 
■ Independence Day. . , ( ‘ * : .;.v ' T •' 

He \yas elected unopposed at the previous elecriohs. 

■■■ ".These elections.. . iill 1 constitute a riew stage In the advance- 
* ment of the. democratic, plural^t. process promoted by; |he 
reforms we have inttoduc^," Ben AlJ sajd. . 

."i - 1 .I'll ’!! : , ■ ■ " ■. B .\ '• "■ . .* !"■ •' 4 
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IRAQI PILGRIMS RETURN HOME, 
SNUB SAUDI KING'S HELP 


AR'AR, Saudi Arabia (AH’) — Some 18,000 
Iraqi Muslim pilgrims returned to Iraq on 
Saturday, snubbing an offer from Saudi King 
Fahd to finance their pilgrimage to Mecca, 
a Saudi official told AFP. 

“All the Iraqi pilgrims have gone back and 
crossed the border to their country,” said 
Ahmad Shamoun, director of a pilgrimage 
camp at the border post of Ar'ar. 

He said they turned down an offer from 
King Fahd to pay the -costs of die pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, in western Saudi Arabia, 
amid a dispute between Iraq and the 
United Nations over finances. 

Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayef Ben 
Abdul Aziz accused Baghdad of ordering 
the pilgrims' return and "exploiting". -the 
pilgrimage for political ends. 

In Mecca Prince Nayef said: 
"Unfortunately, the Iraqi authorities 
ordered die pilgrims to go back to Iraq, and 
1 would like to express the regrets of King 
Fahd and the Saudi government for rhis 
behavior." 

. "I assure our brother pilgrims who have 
been taken back to Iraq that we deplore the 
fact the pilgrimage has been exploited for 
political ends." he told reporters. 

“Public opinion in the entire world will 
denounce this behavior of the Iraqi author- 
ities," lie said, adding that “our doors are 


open to any Muslim who would like to 
make the pilgrimage." 

The pilgrims insisted on a payment of 
$2,000 each from their own government, to 
be released from a UN escrow account for 
the oil revenues of sanctions-hit Iraq, lie 
said. 

"This shows that the Iraqis are not com- 
ing for Haj," Shamoun charged, referring to' 
the annual Muslim pilgrimage to Islam’s 
holiest sites. "They are just coming to make 
a big noise." 

An official at the border, asking not to be 
named, had said earlier that “if they refuse 
to leave for Mecca, Saudi authorities will be 
forced to send them back to Iraq." 

'Srate radio in Baghdad, meanwhile, said 
that "Iraqi pilgrims are flocking to Mecca.” 
It was not clear if the announcement 
referred to some 4,000 pilgrims who set off 
earlier for the holy city. 

The 18,000 pilgrims had crossed to Saudi 
Arabia on Friday after a two -day walr on 
the Iraqi side, as King Fahd offered to pay 
for their expenses, accommodation and 
transport. 

While the official Iraqi press kept a total 
silence on the offer, the official in charge of 
Iraq’s pilgrimage, Mohsen Fahem Farhud, 
was quoted by the Saudi Press Agency as 
thanking King Fahd. 


The build-up of pilgrims at the desert 
border post was seen as a bid to press the 
United Nations into releasing funds from 
UN-supervised Iraqi oil revenues to finance 
the pilgrimage. 

Iraq has refused to accept a UN compro- 
mise offer to send the money through a 
third party such as the Red Cross and 
demanded that $44 million be deposited in 
its own central bank. 

On Friday, shortly after their crossing, 
the pilgrims held a demonstration shouting 
slogans in support of Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein, witnesses said. They fell 
silent as the Saudi National Guard and anti- 
riot police neared. 

The camp - used by all pilgrims who 
enter Saudi Arabia by road from Iraq - was 
circled by Saudi forces on Saturday. 

The Iraqis poured over the border as the 
Saudi leadership said it would issue free 
visas and pay for their pilgrimage to Mecca, 
some 2,000 kilometers away. 

On Saturday, Saudi newspapers hailed 
the king’s “generosity” in offering to 
finance the Iraqi pilgrimage. 

“King Fahd's initiative prevented the pil- 
grimage from being turned into a political 
crisis aimed at testing the kingdom's capac- 
ity,” said the daily Al Riyadh. 


ARAB FMS' STATEMENT 
DISAPPOINTS IRAQI PAPERS 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraqi newspapers said on 
Saturday an Arab foreign ministers' meet- 
ing in Cairo this week did not go far 
enough in condemning Western-imposed 
no-fly zones over northern and southern 
Iraq. 

"The decisions taken by Arab officials at 
the Arab League... meeting were partial and 
very simplified... and less than what was 
expected from the league.” the government 
newspaper Al Jumhouriya said in a front- 
page editorial. 

In a statement issued on Thursday on the 
last day of the Cairo meeting, the ministers 
called for an end to all operations against 


Iraq that were not backed by the UN 
Security Council. 

The statement appeared to be aimed 
against the United Srates and Britain, which 
have been enforcing the no-lly zones, but it 
did not specifically mention the zones. 

Babel newspaper, owned by President 
Saddam Hussein's son Uday, said the minis- 
ters had not reached an agreement on the 
no-fly zones but an "adjustment, and the 
difference between the two is big ” 

Hie paper accused some members of the 
Arab League of preventing the meeting 
from calling directly of an end to the no-fiy 
zones, clearly a reference to Saudi Arabia 
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An young Iraqi bride has her eyebrows tweeied al o beauty salon in the trendy neigh- 
borhood of Baghdad, on Friday. The salon, which specializes in "French und Italian 
cuts", charges 1,500 dinars - less than one US dollar - for a shampoo, cut and dry. 


and Kuwait. 

Jumhouriya said the statement was “a 
better beginning for the others to under- 
stand the dangers threatening the Arab 
nation." 

Iraq has urged the 22-member Arab 
League to call for an end tn the two zones 
which US and British ajrcraft have been 
enforcing since the 1991 Gulf War allegedly 
to protect Kurds in northern Iraq and Shiite 
Muslim in the south. 

Baghdad does not recognize the zones 
and decided in December to actively 
oppose US and Brlrish jets patrolling them. 


IRAQ: US, 
BRITAIN BLOCK 
FUNDS FOR ELEC- 
TRICITY DEALS 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — Sanctions- 
hit Iraq accused the United 
States and 'Britain on Saturday 
of blocking funds for contracts 
with several foreign countries 
to renovate its electricity sec- 
tor. “The US and British repre- 
sentatives on the UN sanctions 
committee are blocking con- 
tracts 'with Russian/ Swiss, 
German apd Italian ■ firms,*!.. 
’ Industry- Minister Adnan Abdul 
jilqjld told the newspaper Al 
: Jumhuriya. ; 
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EGYPT'S MUBAR 
KUWAIT FOR Ti 



President Mubarak (L) walks with Emir of Kuwait 
Sheikh Jaber al -Ahmed al-Sabah upon his arrival 
in Kuwait Yesterday. 


KUWAIT (R) — Egyptian 

President Hosni Mubarak 
arrived in Kuwait on Saturday 
on a surprise visit for a day of 
talks with the Gulf Arab state's 
leaders. Egypt played a major 
role in 1991 in forming an Arab 
military alliance which fought 
alongside Western forces in the 
Gulf War that year which ended 


Iraq's seven-month occupation 
of Kuwait. But in recent weeks 
Egypt has voiced objections 
against almost daily attacks on 
Iraqi targets by American and 
British warplanes based in Gulf 
Arab stares and aboard aircraft 
carriers in the strategic water- 


TlgAR AP 

IRAN 


rtilKAN (AFP) - Iran enters 
1371 on Sunday, with the popu- 
t spring festival of Nowrouz 
L Tas resisted 14 centuries 
JHlain and 20 years of the 
ujffljc revolution, and has its 
urts in the ancient Zoroastnan 
({Won which venerated fire. 

^ in suitably ecumenical 
fashion, the Iranians are not 
facetting the Christian era 
jjiher.with some of the papers 
renting that this is the last 
. faffouz In the second millen- 

'tm dates its centuries 111 the 
ihisiliD way, starting from the 
fcpa.the flight of the Prophet 
llplwnmad from Mecca to 
jft fta in 622 of the Christian 
«j. : Jlut it never adopted the 
tar calendar used by other 
|Mms. Instead, it kept its 
gpentsolar calendar, giving it 
ifiinique dating system. 

'•He Nowrouz festival, falling 
f a the spring equinox, also car- 
| lies on numerous traditions 
[ dm go back to pre-lslamic 
[ nines, fy accepting a few mod- 
t ifkaiions, It has survived in 
j spite of the disapproval of 
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ABOUT TO ENTER YEAR 1378, 
THE LAST BEFORE 2000 


Islamic authorities, who have 
had more or less grudgingly to 
make a virtue of necessity. 

The last Thesday before the 
New Year sees the Festival of 
Fire, in which people jump over 
bonfires and set off firecrack- 
ers. This year for the first time 
since the 1979 Islamic revolu- 
tion the authorities officially 
permitted the - festival to go - 
ahead, despite its obvious 
Zoroastrian roots. 

At Nowrouz itself, every fam- 
ily must place on the table, or 
even on the floor, a festival 
tableau consisting of a copy of 
the Koran - which has replaced 
the Zoroastrian scripture, the 
Avesta - a mirror, a bowl of 
goldfish, colored eggs, and the 
so-called "seven sV - seven 
foods whose names begin with 
the letter "s". 

The festival is very popular 
with children, who eagerly 
await the arrival of “Uncle 
Nowrouz," the Iranian equiva- 
lent of Santa Claus, accompa- 
nied by "Hadji Firouz." a sort of 
imp who represents the new 
year. 


Iranians temporarily forget 
their economic difficulties as 
they join in a shopping frenzy, 
swooping on the shops both 
for food - the traditional dish of 
Caspian fish served with herb 
flavored rice - and for new year 
gifts. 

Afterwards the country slips 
into low gear for at least a 
week. 

No newspapers appear, 
offices are closed, and factories 
are all on holiday. 

It is no good hoping to slip 
off somewhere at the last 
moment. 

All plane seats and hotel 
roams have been booked up for 
weeks, by the millions of 
Iranians going off to visit their 
families for the holiday. 

But times are difficult and 
the new year is not bringing 
only gifts. The authorities have 
just issued a reminder that a 
very unpopular price rise of 70 
percent for fuel for private cars 
comes into force on new year s 
day. 



REPORT: IRAQI DIPLOMAT 
DEFECTS TO US 

NEW DELHI (AFP) — An Iraqi diplomat based in India has defect- 
ed ro the United States shortly before the end of his posting hew. 
The Hindustan Times reported Saturday. 

The Iraqi embassy here said second secretary Mohammad A.H. 
Al Daini , who had been pasted for two years and had health prob- 
lems, disappeared on the night of March 10 but his whereabouts 
were not known. 

An Iraqi embassy spokesman told AFP that Daini, who regularly 
briefed the media about the impact of US sanctions against Iraq, 
had left his "large family" behind. 

The spokesman said Baghdad had sought help from New Delhi 
to trace the diplomat, who was described as “a good man who 
suffered from diabetes. 

“His eyesight was not good," the official said. "In general his 
health was not good. Blit what happened to him exactly, we don't 
know.” 1 .. - 

"He was a good man, all his behavior was good; It IhMisap - 
pearance) was a surprise." %. 

The Times said Daini defected after vacating hls.houiel^* 
Delhi quietly some 10 days ago. - ' 

Daini then reportedly called Ills embassy froth a luxury - 
requested tlje embassy officials to collect his official ^ . 
uments.from his home, the paper said. 

A US eitibassy spokeswoman said the mission frad, no 
'of a defection and that if it had it would Jtioj 

The Hindustan Times said .the Indian goVeprhait>i^ ^^ 
ddse. ties with Iraq, "has'not taken ki i^lytpth £ 
plici’tydn 'the defection 1 ! . ■ . 

^ .The lrijqi spokesman said the embassy jiad 
fprqlgrt. ministry to dteckabdut hjni.$£ checked 
refllized he has. .licit taken anything ‘ivith 
■}', “His, family' a(sb .does ndt : kpoyydnythihg-ab^i tW- 1 



streets o 1 DurmstuiU to celc- 
FridcdV a,,t ! demand *1 

.to o, 


^veral hundred Kurds march through the --- . ^ t | ei m..id the 

brate the Kurdish New Year "Mewrox on Fr.day 


AFP PHOTO 

Iranian boy puh money In cbTxin one of street, o« Tehran Jorins IP-epn- 
ration, to celebrate Hie New Year " Noronx" which Irania n, celebrate today. 


FIRST ARAB CANDIDATE PREPARES 
TO RUN FOR ISRAELI PM 


TEI, AVIV (AFP) — Arnb-lsraeli 
parry the National Democratic 
Alliance, or Bilad, launched a 
campaign on Saturday to gather 
signatures necessary to put for- 
ward its leader in the race for 
Israeli prime minister. 

Bilad's Azmi Beshara, a 
deputy In the outgoing 
Knesset, will become the first 
Arab to run for the office of 
prime minister if he gains the 
necessary . signatures and 
decides to run in the May 17 


poll. 

Under Israeli law each candi- 
date must produce a list of 
50,000 signatures before a 
deadline of April 1 in order to 
show that lie or she has suffi- 
cient backing to lie a serious 
candidate. 

Bilad, which only has a few 
hundred members, has not yet 
decided if Beshara will eventu- 
ally stand but says it wants to 

keep its options open. 

Beshara was elected to the 

Knesset in 1996 with the 


Jewisli-Arab Hadash, or commu- 
nist puTty, which won live seats 
in the 120-member Knesset. 

Hadash and the United Arab 
List, the two parties which rep- 
resent the majority of Arabs in 
Israel, have already condemned 
Be share's candidature as purely 
symbolic and as siphoning 
votes from a candidate who 
stands a better chance of 
defeating incumbent Prime 
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu. 

Arab Israelis make up 18 per- 
cent of the population. 


TRIAL OPENS OF MAURITANIAN 
OPPOSITION LEADER 


NOUAKCHOTT (AFP) — The 
trial opened here Saturday of a 
Mauritanian opposition leader 
and one of his associates 
charged with public order 
offences related to claims of 
nuclear waste dumping. 

Ahmad Ould Daddah and ■ 
Mohammaden Ould Babah face 
charges of "Inciting intolerance . 

1 and threatening security and 
public prder" resulting from 
their allegations that* the. got)* . 
emnient afidwed Israeli nuclear 
waste to be dumped oh its soil. 

Tile two ’ were attested- “V 
December .and held under ; 
; house arrest : In -thle desert; 
' before- being freed ori jan; 17, a 
■■ feast day marking tfiejend of the: 
Musliip holy fasting month of 
Ratnadam ■ ; : ! : 


At the opening of the trial 
defense lawyers called Tor the 
case to be thrown put, claiming 
the charges were based ori 
"hasty personal conclusions and 
not on tangible facts." 

The cotirt . rejected this 
appeal; claiming • due" process 
had taken place: ■ - 
Lawyers -said. earlier 1 that the 
investigating' magistrate; had 
described the accused's ; allega- 
tions as “of a kind ;io create 


panic and constitute a campaign 
of lies against the government” 
and therefore Illegal under laws 
govern I ng'pollrical activity. 

For Paris-based lawyer 
Charles Kormane. the facts of 
the case relate more to press 
freedom laws and therefore to 
the freedom of speech guaran- 
,feed by the. constitution. 

; A guilty verdict could lead to 
! ;Jall terms of- between one and 
, ; five years. • . >\ 


' ■ ETHIOPIA QEPOJITS.; MORE 
FIGHTING WITH ERITREA j 

ADDIS A&ABA" (AW) -^ Ethiopia reported -more. figlliins-Saliirdsv 

between its tro'ops sridthoge, of gritrea on the;. western front of 
their bordeV- wir. "Fighting is continuing todfty* In the vlanity or 
the Merch Riy*t near Sherobeko;" Ethiopian government spokes- 
woman Salome. ThdesSe told AFP. . 

.. •; ... , . . 




iu INTERNATIONAL nevFs 

s. LEONE REBELS TRAP CIVILIANS 
IN 'HELL ON EARTH' TOWN 


NEWS 11 


( I P) u 7 .Thousands oF Sierra Leonean civilians are 
trap P ed behind rebel lines in the northern town orMakeni with 

ital Saturela 0d med,dne ’ three esca P ees told reporters in the cap- 

fMfah 1 - «M° n eart r^ ith the rebefs condlJ ctJng orgies of rape and 
teclsh. said one of the escapees, who trekked along bush paths 
ror three days before reaching the capital. 

Another said that electricity has stopped working since rebels 
of the Revolutionary United Front (RUF) entered the town on 
December 23 last year. 

The witness said corpses lay strewn on many or the main roads 
In the town. Sierra Leone s third largest city. 

Rebels torched a number of houses, broke into the telephone 
stock " 80 H " d damaged a Lebailese - run supermarket, looting its 

Another eyewitness said, "the rebels are everywhere, moving 
around with curved Chinese daggers. They are holding the res? 
dents hostage. 

-i nn Sa,d .n?„ e ^ be,S haVe even sec tl,e ' r own curfew hours from 
3.00 p.m. (0300 GMT) till daybreak and people found in the streets 
are summarily executed." 

-"i 0 dra ® pe , 0ple ' P a,ticularl V girls as young as seven, 
from their homes at night to gang rape them," he said. 

When jets of the ECOMOG west African intervention force raid 
the own, rebels herd civilians from their homes to use as human 
shields, the same witness said. 

The witnesses spoke of large scale military training or con- 

tlwtowishii ,agerS Ht Ma8buraka and Mile 9I - adjacent areas in 

Agricultural activities are at a standstill, form lands are idle and 
people have resorted to eating wild roots and drinking stream 
wflcer. 

Wn^M y u Pr ? i ^ haVe b * en abandoned and the premises of a 
World Health Organisation -funded river blindness project is 
among dozens of administrative institutions that have been burnt 
down by the rebels, the witness said- 


FIGHTING RAGES IN KOSOVO 
AFTER OBSERVERS PULL OUT 

CTIMA urcMncn v/. r .. ® 
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SUICIDE BOMBER KILLED IN 
SOUTHEASTERN TURKEY 


ISTANBUL (AP) - A suspected Kurdish rebel exploded a bomb 
c!? r | P °}\^ sr f. ion ■" 'Hi^cy's southeastern province of Van 
Saturday. kiNing himself, and slightly wounding three other peo- 
ple, authorities said. K 

Gov. Abdiilkadir Sari said the suicide bomber exploded the 
device, which was strapped to hrs body, after he was stopped by 

ponce who became suspicious of his actions. * 

said C '^ L!red ' J1c!uded two po,ice ° m «rs and a passerby. Sari 


Security has been heightened throughout the country after a 
series of attacks that have been blamed on Kurdish rebels trying 
to avenge the capture of their leader Abdullah Ocalan. 

be 5 n ask ? d t .° be specially vigilant on the eve of the 
March 21 spring festival celebrated by the Kurds, which In the past 
have been the scene of violent riots. K 

hnmh 6 ?, 1 P !°P fe J ,aVe . bee ” kil,ed or wounded in similar suicide 
bomb attacks by female rebels in the past. 

On Friday police killed a suspected Kurdish militant In a 
which has bw " pla * uad * *«* 

ca^,ti7 g ™/d g e enCy “ id ^ Sl,SPCCt WaS « 

In overnight attacks in Istanbul early Saturday, four unidentified 

^ue Sth Pw d * n f ebomb ot 5 “ offlce llsed fa y the center-right 
h N | 5 se y ere dama * e t0 premises. Anatolia 

said. Firebombs were also hurled at two other party offices in the 
Aegean coastal town of Izmli? but caused minor damage. 


OIL SPILL HITS MANILA 
BAY AFTER TANKER SINKS 


MAN U (AFP| — A arge oil spill has hit Manila's historic bay after 
a Ph'hpp'ne oii tanlter sank following a collision with the break- 
S.uuriay 8Uard spokesma " Lieutenant Joel Garcia said here 

The Phllippine-registered tanker, MT Sea Brothers, owned by a 
bca firm, Southwstei^Shlpping Corp. was on its way to a 
Manila por with -120,000 liters of bunker fuel to supply ships 
docked at the port when it hit a breakwater on Friday 
The vessel, whose tonnage was not Immediately known, sank 
while its crew of seven Filipino seamen were rescued by another 
oil tanker. 1 ' 

Garcia said about 320,000 liters or bunker fuel had been spilled 
so far, covering 32 to 35 hectares of water. ■ 

He added that it would take about two weeks to fully contain 
the spill. 


PRISTINA (AGENCIES) - Yugoslav forces 
launched what was described as a vast 
offensive in Kosovo Saturday as some 
1,400 international observers evacuated 
the separatist province ahead of possible 
NATO air strikes. 

Ibrahim Rugova, representing ethnic 
Albanians who make up nine-tenths of 
Kosovo, appealed to the -international 
community to protect his people, saying 
government forces had begun a "vast 
.offensive." 

The international observers, deployed 
in October to monitor a ceasefire that has 
all but broken down, departed after fhe 
suspension of Kosovo peace talks in Paris. 

Meanwhile, a Russian deputy warned of 
the threat or broader war if NATO carried 
out threatened strikes because of 
Belgrade's refusal to sign a peace deal. 

Kosovo Albanians, including the Kosovo 
Liberation Army (KLA), signed a draft 
peace accord on Thursday which Yugoslav 
President Slobodan Milosevic and his gov- 
ernment refuse to accept. 

Belgrade suspects the accord will lead 
to Kosovo's independence, and fiercely 
reject the idea that 26,000 NATO troops 
go into the province to enforce the peace. 

Kosovo Albanian sources in Pristina 
reported Serbian offensives Saturday oil 
villages in the north and center of the 
province, where the KLA is entrenched. 

The KLA has conducted a year-long 
campaign for independence of the 
province, whose population is nine-tenths 
ethnic Albanian. 

Government security operations were 
underway Saturday near Podujevo, 
Kosovska Mitrovica and Vucitn in rile 
north, and Glogovac and Srbica in the cen- 
ter, said the Kosova Information Center 
and Kosovo Albanian human rights com- 
mittee in Pristina. 

Earlier, the Serbian-run media center in 
Pristina said the KLA attacked police with 
mortars and automatic weapons in Srbica 
and in the northern town ofLuzane. 

The violence broke out as the 
Organization for Security and 
Cooperation In Europe (OSCE) withdrew 
its 1,381 observers to Macedonia. 

“Tlie violence is getting worse. We are 
unable to do what we came to do as effec- 
tively and efficiently as we were able to do 
a few weeks ago. There has been increas- 
ing harassment, increasing problems," 
said OSCE mission chief William Walker. 

The six-nation Contact Group on the 
former Yugoslavia has given Belgrade a‘ 
few more days to consider. NATO is poised 
with some 400 warplanes plus cruise mis- 
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siles to attack Yugoslav targets. 

NATO air strikes against the Serbs will 
begin in a matter of days" unless 
Yugoslav President Slobodan Milosevic 
relents over Kosovo. British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook warned Saturday. 

Cook described the situation following 
Friday's collapse or peace talks in Paris as 
"very grave" and said NATO was now 
preparing to unleash its air armada 
against the Serbs. 

"If there is no progress, then we are 
looking at a time scale of a matter of days 
in which action can begin. Those prepara- 
tions are now under way," he told the BBC 
Radio 4 Today program. 

U.S. President Bill Clinton warned thpt 
the western allies should act now in 
Kosovo, but the Yugoslav government 
condemned any threat of military action 
by NATO forces. 

Clinton, somber and grim-foced. used a 
full-scale White House news conference to 
inform Belgrade that the aljies are united 
and determined in their resolve. 

“Make no mistake. If we and our allies 
don t act, there'll be no peace. Hesitation 
is an invitation to kill," Clinton said. 

"There are risks In military action," 
Clinton said, referring to what lie called 
the Serbs' strong air defense system. Blit 
lie warned that action was necessary 
despite the risks, saying "If we don't act 
now, the war would spread at a far greater 
risk and cost." 

Bill Clinton said "the threshold has been 
crossed" for air strikes, witli French 


President Jacques Chirac saying "the 
entire responsibility” for the failure ofthe 
peace effort now rested with Milosevic. 

Russia, the only member of the Contact 
Group to support the Yugoslav point of 
view, called for a fresh diplomatic push, 
and the deputy speaker of the Russian 
parliament warned against the threat of 
broader armed conflict. 

Air strikes “would be the first military 
aggression in Europe for decades, which 
is the beginning of war," Sergei Baburin 
said. 

“Not only I. but the majority of deputies 
in the Russian Parliament share the view 
that the current situation in the Balkans 
might widen into a European armed con- 
flict.” he told the Hungarian MTI news 
agency. 

The Kosovo Albanian delegation to the 
Paris peace talks arrived in Tirana after 
security concerns forced them to avoid 
Yugoslavia. 

The delegation would be placed "under 
the protection of Albanian authorities. 1 ' a 
French foreign ministry said earlier in 
Paris. 

Sixty ■ French nationals Including 
embassy staff left Belgrade In a convoy of 
cars and n bus north to Budapest. 

A Yugoslav general said Saturday his 
army would not hesitate to reply to any 
aggression against military objectives. 

General Radosav Martinovlc said: "One 
bullet or projectile crossing the border 
and falling on Yugoslav soil would be con- 
sidered an act of aggression." 


riot police 




deployed In Borneo Saturday 
“"'r 11 a. 1 . uioni/'e ethnic-related 


help quell this week’s 
L„ the death toll rose to more than 70 
^dozens of others were wounded. 
u least six more companies, consisting 
M company police forces and three 
companies of military troops, were sent to 
bteoesia’s West Kalimantan district of 
from Jakarta, south and east 

jjfofflitan provinces. 

Eight more bodies reportedly were des- 
ired Saturday, bringing the death toll to 
aileast70- Other reports put the toll at 73 
^32 persons injured. Local authorities 
ppected the toll to rise further. 


A •• 

Residents said tensions remained high 
Saturday with fighting breaking out 
between indigenous Malays, backed by 
another indigenous Dayaks tribe, against 
Madurese migrants from a small island off 
northern coast of java. 

They said black smoke was seen rising 
from burned homes Saturday in Roban sub- 
district, while over 4,000 more- Madurese 
have fled their homes in various villages at 
several sub-districts, fearing more vio- 
lence. They were evacuated by boats to 
Pontianak, the capital of West Kalimantan 
in the Indonesian part of Borneo island. 
The dashes were sparked by a minor inci- 
dent in mid-January when a Madurese man 


m 





WORLD 

WATCH 


was 


if#,*?.*- ■ 

owned by 


caught stealing goods 
Dayaks. At least four people died when 
about 200 Madurese reacted by attacking 
Dayaks. 

West Kalimantan Governor Aswar Aspin 
blamed the migrants for the unrest, saying 
newcomers failed to respect the indige- 
nous Malays' tradition and cultures. 

Government authorities said nearly 
15,000 residents were forced to flee their 
torched homes through a dozen of sub-dis- 
tricts ofSambas regions and said that num- 
ber would probably increase. 


RUSSIA SAYS MARKET BOMB 
LOOKS LIKE 'FANATICS' WORK 


MOSCOW [Rl — The Russian government 
aid on Saturday that a bomb blast which 
Ukd more than 50 people in a crowded 
narketmay be the work of "religious fanat- 
ics’. 

Officials revised downwards their count 
fJMties from Friday’s blast, saying 51 
mm killed when a bomb ripped through 
4: main market in Vladikavkaz, some 50 
km bom Russia's breakaway republic of 
Ui(dmya.Previously they had said 61 died. 
■World analogies, as a rule, indicate that 
representatives of religious fanatics are 
,nry often responsible for such acts," 


Stepashin told 
Vladikavkaz 


in 


Interior Minister Sergei 
Russian television from 
volatile southern Russia. 

The Kremlin announced that Sunday 
would be a national day of mourning for 
victims of the bombing and a fire in anoth- 
er region that killed more than 20 people 
earlier this week. 

Police made composite images, based on 
witnesses' accounts, of two bomb suspects 
who deposited a bag in the market and left 
minutes before the explosion, Lev 
Dzugiiycv, press secretary for regional gov- 
ernment head Alexander Dzasokhov, told 


Reuters 

He said no opposition in the region was 
capable of such an act. "It must be outside 
forces." lie said by telephone from the 
region. 

The explosion occurred in the area of the 
crowded marker where potatoes were sold, 
the Emergencies Ministry said. Television 
pictures showed bloodstained wreckage of 
market stalls and bodies amid heaps of 
potatoes and clothing. 


PRIMAKOV SIGNS DECREE 
BOOSTING FEDERAL WAGES 

MOSCOW (AP) — Prime Minister Yevgeny Primakov signed a 
■taee Saturday increasing wages for state workers, a news 
ijflicy reported. 

Be new rates will take effect on April 1 , the ITAR-Tass news 
liiiuysaid. 

Hie report did not say what the new pay scale will be. 
Coremment workers' wages have not bee kept up with inflation 
imte the government stopped propping up the ruble and default- 
idonsome debts last August. 

It is unclear whether the government will be able to pay the new 
ffltj. particularly because it already owes an estimated 1 1 .5 bil- 
lion rabies (S500 million) to state workers and pensioners and has- 
m had the money to pay salaries nnd pensions on time for years. 
Primakov has said that the government employs 300,000 people 
^ the regions and doesn't have the money to pay for all of them. 
Cwemment bureaucracy In Russia has been bloated for years, but 
have done little to trim It. 


FOUR BOMBS EXPLODE IN CORSICA, 


AJACCIO (Reuters) — Four powerful bombs 
exploded in the turbulent Mediterranean 
Island of Corsica overnight, hours after a 
French court sentenced three Corsican sep- 
aratists to long jail terms, police said on 
Saturday. 

. No one was hurt in the explosions, but a 
court building was almost completely 
destroyed .In Sartene. Other powerful 
bombs caused damage in government 
buildings or Installations In Calvi, fiastia 


CAUSE DAMAGE 

and Casabianda. 

No one claimed responsibility for the 
attacks. A Paris court- sentenced three 
nati 6 nalist militants on Friday to- between 
six and 10 yeqrs’ Jail for a 1996 attempt to 
bomb Ajacciols Chamber of Commerce . 1 
1 . The accused, were caught red-handed in 
their car with I5,kg of dynppilte, five large 
rooking gas! canisters, a femot^cbntrol 
: detonator and handguns.' ■ . i . j ' j 
- Corsica's separatists have been wagjpg a 


,i • 

low-level guerrilla campaign for. g 
autonomy for oyer two decades, jegyjj 
bombing government": and tourist slf 
underline their demapds. Fact^ohs 
also beea figHting each orher, . ; ,, 

The 1 nationalists have be en b°^ r ^ 
a strong showing, in iqcel ele^pnsj 
month When they gp^ peady l? pero " 
the vote,' tip. from l 0 pepcept tw 6 ye 3 [^ 
bill below' a quarter 'of ffje Vet? 
five years. ago . • ' v 
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LATIN AMERICAN LEADERS 
PLEDGE TO STRENGTHEN 
DEMOCRACY, HUMAN RIGHTS 

VERACRUZ (AP) — Latin America formally pledged to strength- 
en democracy and respect for human rights, and fight the many 
serious ills afflicting the continent, from corruption to drugs and 
poverty. 

The pledge was contained in a document, " The Act of 
Veracruz." approved by consensus on Friday at a meeting of 1 4 
foreign ministers representing Latin America and the Caribbean. 

At the one-day meeting, the foreign ministers also set up “flex- 
ible and informal" mechanisms for consulting each other to bet- 
ter deal with world financial crises and other top world issues 
affecting Latin America. 

They further approved an agenda, not immediately disclosed, 
for a meeting of Latin American presidents known as the "Rio 
Group" May 27-28 in Mexico City. This meeting in turn will pre- 
pare for a summit of Latin American presidents with chiefs *f 
government of the 15-nation European Union in Rio de Janeiro, 
Brazil, next June. 

The purposes of that summit will be to explore ways of 
strengthening political and trade ties with the European conti 
nent and Increase Investments in Latin America. 


Bomb damages a Greek bonk, 
arsonists torch another 

ATHENS — A powerful bomb seriously damaged one bank while 
an incendiary device burned another, police said Saturday. 

An early morning bomb attack seriously damaged a branch of 
the Ionian Bank, whose upcoming sale is an important part of 
the Socialist government's privatization drive, which is seen as 
vital in the bid to shrink Greece’s public debt and qualify for the 

European Union's single currency group by 2001. 

Another branch belonging to Credit Bank, a possible buyer of j 
Ionian, was torched in an early morning flrebombing. 

Both attacks occurred in suburbs oF the capital. There were no 
immediate claims of responsibility — Associated Press. 


Singapore premier to visit 
France Monday 


PARIS — Singapore Prime Minister Goh ChokTong will make an 
official visit to France March 22-24, during which he will meet 
with President Jacques Chirac, the foreign ministry said here. 

Goh was also scheduled to meet his French counterpart Lionel 
Jospin. Economics Minister Dominique Strauss-Kahn, and 
Laurent Fabius, president of the National Assembly. 

Topics expected to be discussed included the situation in 
southeast Asia, where Singapore currently holds the chair of the 
Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), as well as inter- 
national economic and financial issues. 

Singapore and France are expected to adopt a cooperation 
agreement, and the visiting prime minister will also address 
French businessmen and foreign policy experts. 

France and Singapore are lire driving forces behind the Asia- 
Europe Meeting (ASEMl funim. which groups European Union 
and East Asian nations — Agencc France Pressc. 


Taiwan app oints ambassador 
to Macedonia 


TAIPEI — Taiwan has appointed an ambassador to Macedonia 
despite the former Yugoslav republic president’s objection to 
launching ties with Taipei, press reports said Saturday. 

Cheng Poivchiii. Taiwan's deputy representative to the United 
States, will assume the post of minister, which is lower than 
ambassador, to avoid presenting credentials to President Kim 
Gligorov. press reports said. 

He will present his credentials as ambassador after 
election. Gligorov’^ term ends in 


Macedonia's September 
September. 

Macedonia established diplomatic ties with Taiwan on January 
27. causing China to cut ties with Skopje and veto a U.N. reso- 
lution on extending the peacekeeping force in Macedonia. 

Macedonia is one of the 28 nations recognizing Taiwan, seat 
of ci, e exiled Republic of China since 1949. China sees Thi wan as 
its province — Deutsche Presse Agcntur, 


Indian journalist found d&fld 


TANZANIA ALARMED AT 

rapid spread OF AIDS 

DAR ES SALAAM (AFP) Tanzania's President Benjamin Mkapa 
said Saturday (hat AIDS was Spreading at an alarming rate In his 
country and called for radical' measures to combat the disease.. 


NEW DELHI — The. body of a freelance journalist was found 
Saturday in his home with stab wounds and strangulation marks 
on his neck, police said. 

He was the third Journalist to be slain In New Delhi in the past 
two months, but it was unclear If the killings were related to 
their work. Neither of the previous killings have been solved. 

the body of Anil Rattan, 42, was lying in his blood in the bath- 
room, said his brother. Ashok Rattan. He has worked for various 
domestic and foreign news organizations and specialized lncpw 


ering bridge tournaments. - . : 

cartoonist working with Outlook magazine 


■‘We shouid not feel shy to talk about AIDS, he said; . 

.There'wei* 97|625 peppl* with AIDS in Tanzania last year. ^ 

iio from 83,351 In 1996, according to official figures, Some 
.. 45 Q opo other people amongThnzania's 30 million Inhabitants are 
; infected -With Hie HIV. virus whiqh causes AIDS. . 

I."’., i |. 


was 


Irfan Hussain, a (.mmumw ~ .■ 

abducted, earlier this month and his body , was found by a 


busy highway with multiple stab wounds. " . 

Shivarti Bhatnagar. an investigative reporter, fqr .tjffc Indian 
Express, vrts killed by two visitors toher Home nearly tWo 

months ago - As4odated>Press.; 
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ARAB CAPITAL MARKETS 


3 RAND INOBX 
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ARAB INS GROUP 

:: Crab int.ins. 

m AHLI COML . BANK 
a B.C- "9“ 

“v* BAH INSURANCE 
: . ; rank bah + KWT 
v . BAH COML FALT 
r: BAH HOTEL 

•ri b.duty free 
S -; H bah mills 

% BAH ISLAM. BANK 
BAH -ISLAMIC INS 
BAH + KWT ins. 
bah int. bank 

BAH. LEI SURE CO. 
*'BAH MID E. RANK 
BAH MAR. +M. INT 
BAH SAUDI BANK 

bah ship r ENG 
bah tourism 
bah TELECOM 
delmon POULTRY 
FAYSAL ISLAM -$- 
TRAFFCO 

union GULF INS. 
NATL . IMP+EXP 
ALAHLIA INS. 

invstcorp 
BAH light indstr 
bah cinema, 

NATL . BANK BAH 
NATIONAL HOTEL 
NATIONAL INS 
CMAN CEMENT CO 
jgjjH PEARL INVT . CO. 

0?. AHLIA DETERGENT 
■'h\ AHLIA INSURANCE 
W H/A 

AL AMAL IND 
ANWAR IND & TRAD 
V BATINAH dairy 
'■ :-j ALIANCE HOUS BK 
■ "! BATNAH HOTELS 
: BRAIMI HOTEL 

5 KHWR dev SVC 
■: RAWDHA QUARRIES 

■' } SALLAN FOOD IND 
; ] ALSAWADI RES 
‘ ! AREEJ VEG OILS 
: BANDER RAWDAH QU 
) BAHRAIN INTL BK 
|ri BK MCT AHLI CM 

< ' ; BK GM BAH & KUW 
COMM BK OMAN 
flt CONST MATERIALS 
Mk <r COM STAT IND 
J* DHOFAR BVGS CO 
3;] DOFAR CATTLEFEED 
g 5 ' DHOFAR INVST DEV 

f |j dhfr marble gran 

. DHOFAR INSURANCE 
; iii DHOFAR TOURISM 
FINANCIAL SERV 
■ 'a GULF HOTELS OMAN 
a GLF INV SERV 
' M. INTER 1 OR HTL 
Iff JBL akhdar trd p 
V flfl MAJAN glass CO 
TM modern poultry 
/(§ MUSCAT finance 
I h\ MUSCAT GAS CO. 

MUSCAT INSURANCE 
?:Sji mutrah INSOFOAM 
(‘■In NAT ALUMINIUM PR 
j'M.-HAT BEVERG CO LT 
UAT BISCUIT IND 


AUDI BANQUE 
BQ. EUROPEENNE 
BOO KHALIL MKTS 
BQ LIBANAISE COM 
SANK OF BEIRUT 
byblos BANK 
ETERNIT 

tEB. HLDGS FUND 
RYMCO 

STE CIM BLANCS B 
STE CIM BLANCS N 
STE CIM LIBANAIS 
■ SOLltiERE A 
SOLI.DERE B 
bniceramic B . C ' 


+ 0.02 
+0.007 
+ 0.002 
+ 0.10 
+ 0.002 
+ 0.002 
+ 0.002 

+0.005 

- 0.002 

+0.018 

- 0.020 

+ 0.001 

+ 0.001 

+ 0.001 

- 0.002 

+ 0.020 
- 0.002 
+0.005 
-0.004 
+ 0.08 

+ 0.002 

-0.005 

- 0.02 

+ 0.001 


- 0.002 

-0.006 


4 0.290 -0.006 

4 - 0.088 -0.003 


4 2.440 

f 0.880 +0.010 


f 1 . 15 +0.05 


4 1.380 -0.020 


t 1.780 
f 1.950 
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4 2.300 
t 2.300 
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7.5625 
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NBAD INDEX 

COMM. BANK OF DUBAI 

NAT. BANK OF SHARJAH 

EMIRATES INT. BANK 

NAT. BANK OF RASALKHAIMAH 

NAT. BANK OF UMM AL QUWAIN 

ABU DHABI COMM. BANK 

INVEST RANK 

NAT. BANK OF FUJAIRAH 

NAT. BANK OF ABUBHABI 

DUBAI ISLAMIC BANK 

NAT. BANK OF DUBAI 

BANK OF SHARJAH 

COMM. BANK INTERNATIONAL 

UNION NAT. BANK 

ABU DHABI ISLAMIC BANK 

MASHREQ BANK 

UNITED ARAB BANK 

FIRST GULF BANK 

ETISALAT . 

ABU DHABI NAT. HOTELS CO 
NAT. MARINE DREDGING 
UNION PROPERTIES CO. 

ABU DHABI AVIATION 

ABU DHABI NAT. FOODSTUFF CO. 

DUBAI INVESTMENT CO. 

ABU DHABI SHIP BUILDING CO. 
E M A A R CO. 

OASIS INT. LEASING CO. 

T A B R E E D 
J U L P H A R 
PRIME BULDING TRADING EST. 
OMAN INSURANCE CO. 

ALAIN AHLIA INSURANCE CO. 

AL DAFRAH INSURANCE CO. 

ABU DHABI NAT. INSURANCE CO 
THE EMIRATE INSURANCE CO 
AL KHAZNEH INSURANCE CO. 

AL BUHAIRAH INSURANCE CO. 
DUBAI NAT. INSURANCE CO. 
UNION INSURANCE CO. 

AL WATHBEH INSURANCE CO 
AL SHARJAH INSURANCE CO. 


VI TOR SAE EGYPT f569.50 +5.00 
HELIOPOLIS HOUS $203.96 +1.99 
DELTA SUGAR $55.36 +4.99 
MIBANK $87.26 +2.79 
ALX. IRON & STEEL $148.00 +1.27 
COM INTL BK $35.12 +4.57 
GIZA CONTRACTING $53.50 +2.56 
NATL SOC GEN BNK t64.00 +2.01 
ORASCCM CONSTR 4-45.32 +2.79 
K.ZAYAT PESTICID $73.25 +1.69 


7.7500 

■2,0625 


1.2500 


1/0312 •; i 


ARAB BtJK CORP 
AERATED CONCRETE 
ARABIAN GEN INV. 1 0. 

AHLEIA INS. CO. 

ARAB REAL BBT. t 0.130 
ARAB INS GROUP 1 0.240 

BKME KUWAIT 

BURGAN BANK l 0.1S4 

LIVESTOCK T.T CO 
nationalclbaningA 0. 

KWT COMPUTER CO.l 0. 
COM. FACILITIES X Q. 
FIRST INV. FUND 
KWT FOOD CO. 

GULF CEMENT X 0. 

GULF INS. CO. 

INT FIN ADVISERS* 0. 
INTL INV GROUP 
INT'L INVEST PRJ 
INDEPEN. PETROL X 0. 
KWT NAT. OINEMA 
KUWAIT FOUNDRY 
KWT HOTELS CO. 

KWT INVEST. CO. * 0. 

al-ahli bank ' 10. 

al'-arabi holding! o. 
AREF INVEST GRP 1 o. 
AL— AHLEIA INV COl 0. 
AJIAL REAL EST.. 

BAHRAIN INT . BNKl 0 , 
BCUBYAN PBTROCH . 

GULF CABLE IND. 

COMMERCIAL bank 

COAST INV S DEV. 
-EDUCATIONAL pERVT 0, 
FUJAIRAH CEMENT. - 0 
UNITED FISHERIES, ...0 

gulf Bank ' : 2 

gulf ■ glass ; co .' " T 0 

WlLAL CEMENT CO. ' 
INDUST INVEST . COl O 

'.the int investor! o 

INT ' L MORABAHA \ ■ 
kWt CEMSNT CO. 

fin! CENTRE : Q 

KWT FIN., BOUSE :f, o 
•; kuwait ins. co. 


- 0 . 00 . 
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WMH1RS ILDSK 

Kawther 24.39% Uni r. Land. Trans -9.73% 

Alilia Ins. 5.00% Ad-Dusror -9.70% 

Jerusalem Ins 4.62% jo. Int'l TVad Cent -8.00% 

lnt'1 Steel 3.39% Petro-Chem -7.41% 

|o. French Ins 1.89% Univ. Mod. lnd. -6.45% 


Amer Majali, Director General of Industrial Cities Institution, 
speaking to Petra News Agency, gave details of the second stage 
of this project, due to be completed in the first half of this year, 
saying tliar “the city will witness a great increase in employ- 
ment estimated at 1 1 thousand opportunities and increase in 
investments amounting to JOD 80 million in addition to licens- 
ing 20 new companies." 

Majali pointed out that the overall area of the city will be 771 
acres, the number of industrial companies will be 82 and the 
volume of investments will rise to JOD 200 million, and expected to 
absorb many more workers. 

He mentioned that most of the industries in AL Hassan 
Industrial City are designated for exportation to the US according to 
the Jordan-US agreement which exempts these industries from cus- 
tom fees. He added, " the qualified area creates conditions conducive to 
cooperation, partnership and technology transfer, it also contributes to 
increasing Jordanian expons (and creating employment opportunities) 
specially from America and east Asia. 

Majali emphasised the importance of the city's location and 
its proximity to international roads that connect Jordan with 
the neighboring Arab states which facilitates marketing, trans- 
portation and expansion. 

He highlighted the importance of cooperation between companies 
and the vocational training center to train staff on new specializations 
— Petra. » 


SAN ANTONIO — Phillips Petroleum Co. and Ultramar Diamond 
Shamrock Corp. said Friday tltey have terminated talks on a North 
American refining and marketing joint venture. 

The companies, which had signed a letter of intent to team 
in October, ended talks due to an inability to agree on terms of 
the venture deal. 

Ultramar Diamond and Phillips had discussed forming a joint 
venture involving all of the operating assets of Ultramar 
Diamond Shamrock and the North American refining, marketing 
and transportation operations of Phillips. 

‘We were unable to come to final agreement on some key 
terms and therefore, we are terminating discussions regarding 
the transaction,' UDS chief executive Jean Gaulln and Phillips 
chairman and chief executive Wayne Allen said In a joint state- 
ment. 

Gaulin said his company could. not conclude the transaction 
on terms that would have allowed it to realize greater value for 
I Its shareholders than on a stand-alone basis — Reuters . 


NEW' YORK — A late sell-off hi t Wfall Street -Friday, as the Dow 
Jones Industrial Average dtossbd the 10,000 level for the third 
time this week and then retreated. ■ • . - j.. t 

Tire Dow, which endedThursday’s session * less tl)an ; three 
points below 1 0,000, soared to * record 1 0 , 05 ^ wit hiii minutes 
of Friday's open.But when a key. analyst warned pf dedihing 
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ASIA WANTS MARKET 


TRANSPARENCY 


HANOI (R) — Southeast Asian 
governments stressed their 
support Tor unfettered finan- 
cial markets on Saturday but 
called for more information on 
capital flows to minimize the 
risk of financial disasters. 

Speaking at the end of a 
two-day mecring of finance 
ministers of the Association of 
South Hast Asian Nations 
. (ASEAN), Thai Deputy Finance 
Minister Pisit Leeahtam said it 
would be “counter-produc- 
tive" 1 to try to intervene in 
financial markets. 

But the nine-member group- 
ing strongly supported global 
moves towards greater trans- 
parency of economies, mar- 
kets and businesses, he said. 

"We do agree and uphold 
the view that we should pur- 
sue a market-friendly policy 
towards investors and towards 
market participants,” he told a 
news conference. 

Some Asian countries, most 
norably ASEAN member 
Malaysia, have blamed curren- 
cy and stock market specula- 
tors for the financial crisis that 
has plunged the region into 
recession over the last two 
years. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, 
Indonesia, Laos, Myanmar, 
Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and 



General view off the ASEAN meeting 


Vietnam. 

Malaysian Prime Minister 
Mahathir Mohamed has criti- 
cized global hedge funds for 
precipitating the collapse in 
some Asian currencies and has 
blamed international ratings 
agencies for worsening senti- 
ment towards beleaguered 
Asian economies. 

Hie final communique of the 
ASEAN finance ministers on 
Saturday called for closer moni- 
toring of short-term capital 
flows and more information on 
institutions like hedge funds. 


U BAN O N CONS I D ERS 
BOND ISSUE 


BEIRUT (AFP) — Lebanese Finance Minister Georges Corm 
charged Saturday that the previous government of Rafik Hariri 
tried to hide the magnitude of the budget deficit by spending 
a billion dollars off the books. 

Corm said he is considering issuing treasury bonds to make 
up the shortfall. 

"To cover up the size of the deficit, previous governments 
cut budgets for different agencies, particularly the Council for 
Development and Reconstruction [CDR| mainly in 1998,” Corm 
said in a interview on Tele-Liban state television. 

However, he said the government “kept spending at a faster 
pace to continue projects that were in progress." ' 

The CDR, South Lebanon Council and the Fund for the 
Displaced all spent money that had not been earmarked in the 
general budget, he said. 

These bodies have financial autonomy and report directly to 
the cabinet without finance ministry supervision. 

"If we add the sums owed to contractors and payment for 
the required expropriations to continue the reconstruction 
and taxes collected by the state and owed to the municipali- 
ties, the amount comes to more chan 1,500 billion Lebanese 
pounds |one billion dollars]," he said: *’ 

Corm said he was considering asking parliament to autho- 
rize the issue of more treasury bonds to cover the extra spend- 
ing because it was '‘impossible for the budget being drawn up 
' to. bear.” 

The CDR is rebuilding downtown Beirut, which was devas- 
tated during the 1975-90. civil war. ; 


“Standards of Transparency 
and disclosure must be applied 
equally to the public and pri- 
vate sectors, in particular, large 
market participants, such as 
highly leveraged institutions 
which have systemic signifi- 
cance, should be subject to reg- 
ular and timely transparency 
and disclosure requirements," 
it said. 

"The dissemination of neces- 
sary information wilt help 
investors make better decisions 
and not rely solely on the infor- 
mation of ratings agencies. 


"Given the important role 
thar credit rating agencies play 
in the intemarional financial 
markets, diene should be 
greater transparency in the rat- 
ings process," it added. 

ASEAN secretary general 
Rodolfo Severino said ratings 
agencies were discussed at 
lengrh by the finance ministers. 

"The feeling was that the 
credit ratings agencies did not 
necessarily and ail the time 
base their judgements on full 
and accurate information," lie 
told the news conference. 

But ASEAN ministers stressed 
they were calling for more 
information nor market regula- 
tion. 

“There is no suggestion that 
we are recommending regulat- 
ing hedge funds” said 
Singapore Finance Minister 
Richard Hu. "You can’t regulate 
them anyway I don’t think regu- 
lation can work." 

“But we are suggesting there 
should be more information 
about exposure to them (hedge 
funds)," he added. 

Pisit agreed: "We recognize 
the importance of supporting 
private institutions and mar- 
ket mechanisms." 


. ~ ■ ARABM f 

OATARURoid 
OPEC TO KEEN 
ITS WORD ! 

Mn Hamad ol-Atiir.1i uijeiU, 

agreement on crude supply limits saying full compliance JJ 

lift prices to more than S16 per barrel. ^ 

"If there is fiill compliance, not 70 percent or 90 D er«n 
with the deal expected to be ratified on Tuesday then™* 
would reach more than $15 or $16 per barrel before theV, 
ends,” Attiyah said in remarks carried late on Friday h o, 
official news agency WAM. 1 1 M 

"We should learn rhe lesson and be realistic, compliance k 
more important than the agreement to cut output" 
Attiyah, who arrived in Abu Dhabi on Friday for a one-dayGuSf 
Arab oil ministers’ meeting on Saturday. 

The Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries |0PEQ 
meets on March 23 in Vienna to seal an accord reached bn 
week in The Hague for a supply cut of just over 1 .7 million bar- 
rels a day. Non-OPEC suppliers will make a further 286,000 bpd 
contribution. Attiyah said oil ministers from Saudi Anbb. 
Kuwait, Qatar, the UAE. Bahrain and Oman would work togeth- 
er to forge a unified stand before going to Vienna. 

"We are sure that there is a resolution that should be agreed 
to," he said. Al-Khaleej Arabic daily newspaper on Saturday 
quoted an unnamed Saudi oil official as saying that Gulf Arab 
oil ministers were expected to issue a statement stressing the 
need for compliance. OPEC, accounting for more than hair of 
the world’s oil exports found that last year’s two rounds of' 
market inrervention proved insufficient to balance a global 
glut. Brent averaged just over $13.34 per barrel last year, ibt 
lowest level in more than 20 years, costing OPEC more than 
$50 billion in lost export revenues. 

Attiyah said the allocation of output cuts agreed under The 
Hague deal should not be a subject for dispute among produc- 
ers. "We should avoid arguments over one barrel here and one 
barrel there. Such arguments would cause greater damage to the nui- 
ket,” he said. 
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SAUDIS TO LEAD GULF OIL CUTS 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Saudi Arabia is to slash 
its oil production by 585,000 barrels per 
day (bpd) from April 1, out of a total Gulf 
Arab cut in output of more than 900,000 
bpd. Gulf oil ministers announced here 
Saturday. Saudi Oil Minister Ali ibn Ibrahim 
al-Nuaimi told reporters ahead of a meeting 
with his Gulf Arab counterparts that Riyadh 
had already informed its customers of the 
cut. 

•The world's top exporter is to cut output 
by 585,000 bpd under an accord between 
major oil producers that Is to take effect on 
April 1. Its new OPEC quota will fall to 
7.438 million bpd. 

It will be the first time that Saudi output 
drops below eight million bpd since the 
1990 Iraqi Invasion of Kuwait, when the 
Gulf kingdom made up for the absence of 
Iraqi and Kuwaiti oil from the market. 

Emirati Oil Minister Obaid ibn Saif al- 
Nasseri announced his country would nit 
"dose to 1 57,000 bpd" from its OPEC quota 
of 2.157 million bpd, while his Kuwait] 
counterpart Sheikh Saud Nasser al-Sabah 
confirmed a 140,000-bpd cut. 

Qatar is to cut output by 47,000 bpd, 
raising the total of Gulf Arab cuts to 
929,000 bpd, its Energy Minister Abdallah 
' al-Attiya told the Emirati news agency 
WAM. 

Attiya said oil prices could recover to 
more than 15 or 16 dollars a barrel by the 
end of 1999 if world producers stick folly to 
their pledged cuts. 


He hoped the overall cut of more than 
two million bpd as announced in The 
Hague on March 12 by Saudi Arabia and 
four other major producers would be 
“shared in a fair manner." 

“We must avoid getting into bargaining 
over a barrel here and a barrel there, 
because these discussions harm the mar- 
ket," he warned. 

Attiya said the Abu Dhabi meeting of Gulf 
oil ministers was aimed at “reaching an 
accord so that we go to the OPEC meeting 
with a joint vision," referring to the cartel's 
talks in Vicnnn starting on Hicsday. 

The cuts were announced by Algeria, 
Iran, Saudi Arabia, Venezuela and non- 
OPEC Mexico last week. Iran has since 
announced a cut of 264,000 bpd, while 
Venezuela and Mexico said they would 
each reduce output by 125,000 bpd. 

The reductions are to be confirmed in 
Vienna, where non-OPEC Gulf producer 
Oman has also been invited to join the talks 
although its oil minister was not in Abu 
Dhabi on Saturday. 

The cartel's president Youcef Yousfi said 
Tuesday that OPEC countries would cut 1 .7 
million bpd and non-OPEC producers 
400,000 bpd. 

The depressed oil market heated up this 
week as the price of Brent hit a six-month 
high and analysts joined in with forecasts 
' that the reference crude could rise to 15 
dollars. a barrel this year, . 

Stimulated by the announcement irt The 


Hague, Brent crude ended rhe week ai 
13.37 dollars a barrel, up 22 cents, and at 
one point reached a six-month high of 
13.97 dollars a barrel. 

Even if past performance by the less- 
than-disciplined members of OPEC sug- 
gests that these cuts will not be made fiilly 
or quickly, the market has been enthusias- 
tic. 

An oil expert at the London-based Center 
for Global Energy Studies, Leo Droflas, said 
"there’s no doubt that a cutback of wen 
one million barrels a day will strengthen o 
prices on a long term basis". 

"Brent should reach an average of 15 mV 
lar by the fourth quarter,’ 1 Drolls 
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^ mj _ international Business Machines Elling remarked i 
dropped sharply Friday after a Wall results at IBM, 
"tel heightened fears the computer maker, and No. 
gjif's first-quarter revenues could fall short of would "be a cha 

'aJthSi slid for two days amid rumors that "IBM appears i 
Jits for the current quarter would prove dis- quarter, although 
tumbled still further Friday to close at that services ma; 
share, down $9.25. on the New York quarters," he sai 
iS&diange. ' referring to IBM’s 

tosjes In IBM dragged heavily on the 30-coin- "After the Deo 
ggnt Dow Jones industrial average, pushing the computer hardw 

down 94.07 points to 9903.55. The decline suspect," he wro 
bocked the index off its landmark 10,000 level Hewlett-Packai 
^ n opened for the first time Friday. also on the NYSE 

Ih sell-off also shook other major computer Last month, C< 
jilfls, sinking the stocks or Compaq Computer al computer ma l 
Cxp. Dell Computer Corp.. Gateway Inc., and segments during 
rftid businesses like computer chip maker Intel Worries are 
^ Compaq may fail 

BHstock traded $3 to $4 lower early in theses- earnings consei 
Hind losses accelerated after Morgan Stanley Bancorp Piper Ja 

Uni Witter analyst Thomas Kraemer cut his price his estimate Thu 
upon IBM stock to $195 a share from $210. Compaq scocl 
spiling a more pessimistic view of the issue for and Gateway los 
it next year. Kraemer was unavailable to com- composite NYSf 
not further. the day at S40.2 

"Today, -I think the fundamentals have exerted Sales issues a] 
a impact on the market in IBM's and Hewlett- computer indus 
Mard's case," said Marshall AcufT. U.S. oquiry Last week. Ii 
-jAtl strategist at Salomon Smirli Barney. wholesaler of c» 

In addition. Lehman Rrorhers analyst George own earnings vv 

JAPAN AND KOREA 
JOIN IN 
INVESTMENTS 

SOUL (It) —-Japan and South Korea will siart negotiations on a 
■Mitral investment treaty "at the earliest possible time," leaders 
‘dietwo countries said on Saturday. 

kunh Korean President Kim Dae-jung and Japanese Prime 
'■’■aisier Keizo Obuchi made the announcement at a joint press 
inference following their summit in Seoul, a statement issued 
Sir die meeting said. 

‘Both countries will start the negotiation for a bilateral invest- 
r ent maty and aim to complete it at the earliest possible time,' 
! *k Element said. 

■Japan appreciates Korea's positive efforts In response to the 
a ?g«tion submitted by the Japanese business circle in Seoul 
li S an| big investment issues and both governments will continue 
^consultations,” the statement said. 

^wdent Kim said during the news conference the agreement 
^needed to significantly boost investment and expand indus- 
, ^ In d technological cooperation between the two countries. 

• bro sides would also work towards a mutual recognition 
! ^roent under which the industrial standards of one country 
*®lie recognized In the other, 

two countries also agreed to jointly protect intellectual 
rights and work towards an agreement on double taxa* 
■1* »on as possible. 

JJpy also agreed to cooperate In the forthcoming negotiations 

World Tkade Organization. . 

statement said "both countries hold the same position to 

■ the comprehensive negotiations"*^ 2000. 

jjjp negotiations) would cover not only those mandated In the 

agenda, such as agriculture and trade in services, but also 
i - * ne 8°tiations on industrial goods and the establishment of 
,ri e ral Investment rules," it said. Japanese, and South Korean 
Would consult in May or June “to make the WTO negofia- 
^Process successfoi," it said. . J J VJ ' J : 

Korea is due to lift long-standing trade restrictipns 

■ ^ Japan In June. • V ; \ ; ' ' ' 


Elling remarked early Friday that March quarter 
results at IBM, the world's largest computer 
maker, and No. 2-ranked Hewlett-Packard Co. , 
would "be a challenge from a revenue perspec- 
tive.” 

"IBM appears reasonably on track for the first 
quarter, although there have been some rumblings 
that services may not be as strong as in recent 
quarters," he said in a note to Lehman clients, 
referring to IBM's computer services unit. 

"After the December quarter's disappointment, 
computer hardware revenues are still somewhat 
suspect," he wrote. 

Hewlett-Packard stock fell $3 to $71 a share, 
also on the NYSE. 

Last month, Compaq, the world’s No. 1 person- 
al computer maker, warned of slow sales in some 
segments during the first six weeks of this year. 

Worries are growing on Wall Street that 
Compaq may fail to meet the current first-quarter 
earnings consensus or 33 cents a share. US 
Bancorp Piper Jaffray analyst Ashok Kumar slashed 
his estimate Thursday for the current quarter. 

Compaq stock closed down SI. 125 at $30.75, 
and Gateway lost S3 .25 to close at $68.50, both in 
composite NYSE trading. Dell gave up $2 to end 
the day at S40.25 on Nasdaq. 

Sales issues appear to be spreading through the 
computer industry’s supply chain. 

Last week. Ingram Micro, the world's largest 
wholesaler of computer products, warned that its 
own earnings would fall short for the first quarter 
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because of brutal PC price competition in the 
United States and cautious buying trends over- 
seas. 

SoundView Technology analyst Gary Helmig, for 
one, remains unconvinced that IBM’s revenues will 
fall short of forecasts for the first quarter, but he 
said it was still too early to tell. 

He said IBM’s decline on Friday appeared close- 
ly tied to a market-wide expiration ol options and 
futures contracts, imr specific fears about IBM 
business fundamentals. 


FRANCE, BRAZIL END 
SUMMIT ON AMAZON 


CAYENNE (R) — Brazil and France 
are looking to open economic ties 
between France’s South American 
territory. Guiana, and the northern 
Brazilian state of Ainapa. officials of 
both countries said on Friday. 

At the end of a two-day summit in 
French Guiana’s capital of Cayenne, 
both sides signed a memorandum 
giving priority to the completion of 
a road between the two territories 
a project initially planned in the 
19th century but mired in bureau- 
1 cracy ever since. 

'The two parties have agreed to 
give priority to the completion of a 
road linking Macapa (Amapa's capi- 
tal) with Cayenne. France informs 
its Brazilian counterpart that the 
Regina r Saint Georges stretch will 
be completed in the year 2000, 'the 
memorandum said... 

'The two parties intend to start 
feasibility studifes for the construc- 
r tion of a cross-border bridge and 
' examining the possibility of obtain- 
ing international financing for the 

I project*' It, said. . 

; Th^ 1 : territories share, a 2 80- mile 
(450 kms) border largely separated 
by the) 1 86-mlie (300lk"m$) Oyapodc 
^t,o^%i : bbrde r -is 
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mostly uninhabited and inaccessi- 
ble rain forest. 

Though a French possession since 
the 17th century and the only non- 
dependent territory in South 
America, Guiana’s economic ties 
are mostly with mainland France 
rather than with neighboring terri- 
tories. 

A mere $3 million of French 
Guiana's trade in 1997 was with 
Brazil's border state, officials said, 
representing less than one percent 
of French Guiana's total trade for 
that year. 

French authorities' have long been 
wary of increasing ties with its 
giant neighbor to the south. An 
estimated 30,000 Brazilians form a 
small part of French Guiana's total 
population of 170,000 and French, 
police expelled more than 1,000 
Brazilians from French Guiana last 
year 

But relations have improved since 
Brazilian' president.. Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso met with. French 
president jsicqiles Chirac in French 
Guiana during; an official ''Visit in 
: October'1997.; : /J 
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LONDON (Reuters) — It's billed as tlie 
world's biggest and longest millennium 
party and Tony Blair is hosting it, but not 
even the organizers know if their guests 
will actually turn lip. 

There are around 300 days to go until 
the doors open on a year-long celebra- 
tion of the new century on a riverside 
former industrial site in Greenwich, 
southeast London. 

Part theme park, part three-ring cir- 
cus, part corporate playground for big 
sponsors, Britain's Millennium Dome is a 
rare creative leap into the future for a 
country largely obsessed with its past. 

It was this aspect which persuaded 
Prime Minister Tony Blair to carry on 
with the project, dreamed up by the pre- 
vious Conservative government, when 
he came to power in May 1997. 

Building the dome itself, a huge semi- 
permanent tent big enough to house 
Egypt's Great Pyramid or the Eiffel 
Tower on its side, was a huge technical 
achievement. But building the outer 
structure — in effect a giant umbrella to 
keep out the British weather — may 
turn out to have been just the easy part. 

Religious leaders are unhappy, howev- 
er. They point out that the Millennium is 
the 2000th anniversary of the birth of 
Jesus Christ, and the Dome should have 
more to do with God titan Mammon. 
Organizers point to the Dome's Spirit 
Zone as a token of their commitment to 
giving Christianity and other faiths a 
place at the party. 

But religious leaders such as Dr. 
Geoige Carey, Archbishop of Canterbury 


v.\ 


and head of the Anglican church, and his 
Roman Catholic counterpart Cardinal 
Basil Hume, are unimpressed and say 
they may stay away from the opening 
ceremony. 

Alex Salmond. leader of the pro-inde- 
pendence Scottish National Party, has 
said the “ludicrous" Dome represents 
the failure of generations of politicians 
to come to terms with the reality of 
Britain as a medium-sized European 
country. 

“What does the Dome celebrate? Not 
coming to terms with the future but 
some grandiose vision of the contribu- 
tion that 'cool Britannia' will make to a 
supposed new world. 

"It Is an extraordinary failure of imag- 
ination and moral conscience to assert 
that a glittery 750 million pounds (SI. 2 
billion) tourist attraction is of greater 
importance to society than investment 
in education and health and social ser- 
vices and community activities," 
Salmond said in a speech in London. 

Members or the House of Commons 
Culture committee, who have been mon- 
itoring the Dome's progress, are 


impressed by the project. Page assured 
them that with less thtm a year to go. 
the dome was on track to be ready on 
time for New Year's Eve 1999. It will stay 
open for 12 months, with between 
35,000 and 55,000 visitors expected a 
day. 

Prices are still secret, but officials have 
hinted that a ticket may cost around 20 
pounds ($32), with reductions for fami- 
lies, children and groups. Sales will start 
in September through the 25,000 com- 
puterized terminals operated by 
Camelot, which runs Britain's National 
Lottery. 

Despite intensive marketing and 
enthusiastic noises from the travel trade, 
nobody knows whether the British pub- 
lic will come in their millions or stay 
away. 

Ticket sales and merchandising are 
supposed to make up 168 million (S270 
million) of rhe 758 million pounds (S 1 .2 
billion) total budget. The biggest share, 
399 million (S642 million), will come 
from National Lottery funds. 

Ayling told MPs that a contingency 
reserve of 69 million ($111 million) 
could be used to plug the financial gap if 
the number or visitors falls shore of 
expectations. 

The signs are that the British media, 
initially sceptical, are being won over 
gradually. There is no doubt that the 
prestige of Blair’s government is riding 
on the project being a success. 

A year ago. in a messianic speech, he 
promised it would be “the envy of the 
world" and lashed out at the "cynics and 
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snipers” who opposed it. 

“New Britain is a place for daring and 
boldness, for striving for excellence," he 
declared, promising that the Dome 
would offer "the most fantastic day out 
in the world." 

The biggest headache for Page and 
her team is outside their control — the 
risk that a vital public transport link 
which is supposed to deliver more than 
half the visitors may not be running in 
time. 

London Underground's Jubilee Line 
Extension, originally due to open in 
1998, has suffered repeated delays. 
Because private cars are effectively 
banned from the site, except for those ol 
the disabled and a few VIPs, a failure to 
open the line by December would deal a 
body blow to attendances. 

“We have every expectation that the 
Jubilee Line will be ready," Page told rile 
House of Cuminons Culture, Media and 
Sport Committee. 

But contingency plans me being con- 
sidered just in case the unthinkable hap- 
pens and the troubled Underground link 
from Waterloo to Greenwich is nor 
ready. 

Inside the Dome the 14 zones are tak- 
ing shape, with designers pulling out all 
the stops to emphasize what Page calls 
the “wow" factor. 

Not all the derails will be unveiled in 
advance. “There must he a degree oT sur- 
prise and mystery remaining on 1 
January 2000, ’’ says Page. 



WHAT ARE YOU DOING 
FOR NEW YEARS EVE? 
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1 mem orate the 

. 50th anniver- 
sary of D-Day 
, on June 6.1994 
. along . Omaha;.;. 
Beach ...D-Day anniversary 
booked (AP) Don’t trj) to,get 

reservations; - in •; Bayeux,: 

Nbrriiahdy,; for;, ti'ext . jljife, !thg " 
55th annfy^sajy tof .the' D-Day 
■ terjdl ngis.;, ■ s , rid Vopjp- 1 iit 

• tjjte ! lnns>;.jr^ 


the anniversary .and Steven 
Spielberg's World 'Wfap II film, 
“Saving Private Ryan," has 
made Normandy a hot travel 
. destination. Many aren't wait- 
ing- for June 6. 1999. They're 
already packing the tourist 
"T|ie movie has had a big 

i •>- ;; ,. r i , *. , - : . 

impact; bn demand, no ques- 
■Iflon;" says' Col. Hal Ryder, pres- 
ident of Galaxy Tours in Wayne.; 
■ ' Pednsy^ania; "It^ , brbnght an. 

! a^reh^-.fo the yoqhger geii- 


eratioli of what the invasion 
was all about - what the troops 
went through." For next sum- 
mer, Galaxy Tours has doubled 
its trips to- Normandy. Some 
4.000 veterans will be making 
the trip, . in 90 busloads. 
Michael Green, assistant super- 
intendent of the cemetery, says 
1 .5 million , . visitors came 

■ * . i- * ■■ ■ • ; ■ 

through last year, aijd.f 35' per-- 
cent Increase Is Estimated- for 
^9?8; 


vj w ave you 
g-.R thought 
ft ft about ir? Did 
you book yourself a 
trip? IF not start 
now or else you will 
spend it in bedl 
It's best to start 
making millennium 
travel plans soon. 
Be advised that cel- 
ebrating in style 
will cost you plenty. 
Begin with a 
$40,000 flight on 
the Concorde, 
allowing you to ring 
in the new year in 
Paris and New York. 


Or you could 
take a $10,000 
cruise across the 
International Date 
Line, being among 
the first and last to 
celebrate rhe tran- 
sition to 2000. 

Eighty-five per- 
cent of travel 
agents have already 
started booking 
trips for the millen- 
nium, and they 
come at premiums 
of 20 to J00 per- 
cent. 

Even . ■ Disney 
World is already 
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sold out. Some 
cruises also are 
booked solid, but 
most lines have 20 
to 50 percent of 
capacity remaining. 

The highest level 
of demand for year- 
end travel is 
expected to be to 
places like Australia 
and New Zealand, 
which will be ■ 
among the first to 
usher in 2000. ; 
Other destinations 
of high demand are \ 
the Holy Land, 

; Vienna and .Tokyo* ., ; 


F or the first time in five 
visitors were able to enjoy 
magnificent view from 
observation deck . of ■ 
Washington Monument, sfld 
1 14-year-old landmark re- 
The interior of the morning 

been closed slnceipcwbertoi 

workers unhindered e 
the scaffolding nece^sary w 

renovationprocess.v .i; 1 
: With tfie^nside; 

for visitors, ty.dimb tp .the < J 
Lion decki4vqrk t^ cl.^,n«W 
this landmark^ m^ki 
tinues behind itie|al phd 

folding- Tfie nwtal^; 

.jl" ' 
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■ ai _■ Avgulp Another of the Argyle's claim Presidents and prime ministers, 

ff P'flrlY ro fame is that it was built on movie stars and musicians have 


Hotel 

From its opening in 1931. 
Sunset Tower (known today as 
The Argyle) has been located at 
the very peak of Sunset 
Boulevard. It was the Deco 
home of Hollywood's Glitterati 
- Marilyn Monroe, Clark Gable, 
and the Gabor sisters • who 
lived behind the smooth con- 
crete walls and plaster friezes. 
It has offered its resident movie 


Another of the Argyle's claim 
to fame is that it was built on 
rockers to sway under the 
region’s frequent earthquakes, 
making it the city's first quake- 
protected hotel 


in the city, following the visit of St. 
Paul. However, the bay where ships 
docked disappeared as slit from the 
river filled it. In the end what was 
left of the city was miles from the 
sea. 

In 1863, the British Museum sent 
an architect to search for the temple, 
l ie faced many obstacles, including 
not knowing where the temple was 
located. He searched for six long 
years. 

finally in 1869. at the bottom of a 
muddy pit, his crew struck the base 
of the great temple The remains 
that were found are on display at the 
British Museum. 

In 1904, another expedition was 
sent. They found evidence of five 
temples on the site, each consmict- 
ed on top of the other. 

Today, the site of the temple is a 
' marshy field. A single column is 
erect to remind visitors that once 

there stood in that place one of the 

wonders of the ancient world. 




royalty sweeping panoramas of 
Los Angeles and the Hollywood 
Hills. 

The Sunset's glamour faded 
with the golden years of movie 
making, reaching its lowest 
point in the late 1970s and 
early 1980s when the apart- 
ment building sat abandoned, a 
pale reminder of its former 
grandeur. But the Sunset's 
death was not to be. The St. 
James Club of Great Britain 
bought it and began a $40 mil- 
lion restoration to make it a 
hotel. 

Now renamed The Argyle, 
the former home to the stars is 
now home away from home to' 
travelers seeking 1 a taste of life 
in grand Hollywood. style. The 
Argyle's renovation kept the, 
Qeco style and reinforced it; 
with painstaking reproduction 
and soughl-dut replacements. • 

■The restoration uncovered a 
forgotten treasure. A rare palm 
tree with multiple trunks grow- 
ing from a single rdol. The tree 
now occupies a place of honor 
to the left oflhe front entrance. 


From its early days as a 
rough -an d-tiini Ido frontier 
town lodge, the Pollard Hotel 
has been mmstouuod. 
However, it still has its red brick 




front, because it was Montana's 
fit st brick building (the Red 
Lodge) when it opened in 1893. 
Patrons these days aren't likely 
to witness any gun slinging 
across the street. However, 
guests in 1897. may have seen 
just that when the Sundance 
Kid robbed rhe Red Lodge 
Bank. The bank is now an 
office, but the Pollard remains a 
link to the Victorian Old West 
located in spectacular Rucky 
Mountain surroundings. 

The hotel played host to 
both the famous and infamous - 
from Buffalo Bill to Calamity. 
Jane. 

The landmark hotel's rooms 
are now larger than they were 
when the Sundance Kid crept 
Into the bank across the street. 
But the renovation has main- 
tained the look and feel of the 
Victorian Western past. , 


Presidents and prime ministers, 
movie stars and musicians have 
roamed the Pen's 7,800 square 
foot lobby and taken in the 
sweeping views of the Victoria 
Harbor. Many of the guests 
have arrived at i lie hotel's pri- 
vate helicopter landing and 
been whisked away in one of its 
fleet of Rolls Roycv limousines, 
including a lullv ivsiured 1934 
Phantom II. 

Tlfe Pen's In si guests, before 



Peninsula 

Ualsl r 

: : Tills, is. surely otieof tn'd 
' grandest or the' grands arid )s 
kndvVn intimately jps 'HTie Pen’\ 


the hotel's i»IIki;.I '.ipv.nii-,. 
were British tremp.. awauing 
passible deployment against 
Chiang kai Shel. s Luuinmt.nre 
forcer; in Sliaucli/.. The rol- 
diers stayed t.»t 14 months m 
1 927-2 L. bill were never 
deployed. Tlieii stint at the Pen 
wrecked the hotel's un carpeted 
halls and all tin- barhuibs. 
which were apparently used to 
store rifles and bavuiiuis. 

Playwright George Bernard 
Shaw and philanthropist 
Cornelius Vandevbilr were 
cimung the Pen's- L-ndiest real 
guests. The hniet's halls and 
dances were the talk of (he 
British Empire and it became 
know as the “finest hotel east 
of the Suez". 

World War 11 brought a 
Japanese occupation and the 
Pen temporarily became the 
seat of Japan's Hong Kong gov- 
ernment.. 

Located. in Hong Kong's thriy; 
ing business and entertainment ■. 
area, the Pen has been the sec- 
ting for many Hollywood Wins, 
like dark Gable's "Soldier of 
Famine” jind “Tlie Man ; ; with 
. .the Golden Cun'V . ■, ; 

■ -the legends surrounding flils. 
vhotei are topnuiri?rous fol'men- 
. rip'll, but. tli'eV cart be found, in « 

' the Pen’S Own i coffee table 
boo^^The 'penirisula.PortRit , 
,i.qf a- drahdl.Old' Lady ," } 

I'-j: t'-yr.'sv 
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FAMILY 

DOCTOR 

Suhair Stipho 


Door On 

I am expecting my Aral 
baby in two m'enthi 
time. I hear abeut birth 
marks and Vm se afraid 
that my baby will have 
one. Do I have reason to 
worry? 

Dear Reader, 

Virtually eveiy child is bom 
with some type of birthmark no 
matter hovf tiny and ifyou don't 
find a blemish anywhere 'on 
your baby's skin, it's because 
you haven't looked long 
enough. » 

Bjrth marks are just abnormal 
collections of small blood ves- 
sels under the sldn. They are 
harmless and don't cause your 
baby any pain. They usually fade 
away and disappear on their 
own by the time your child is 3 
years old although some remain 
and increase in size. 

Most common places for 
birthmarks is at the I Kick of the 
neck just under the hair line and 
alsn they may appear on the 
eyelids, forehead, neck and any 
other part of the baby's skin. 

Here are some of the most 
common types of birth marks: 

1. Strawberry marks: these 
are small red dots that are not 
always obvious. They may grow 
rather alarmingly during the 
first few months of life into red 
raised lumps but they shrivel 
and disappear during the sec- 
ond year without leaving a scar. 

2. Salmon parches: also called' 
stroke marks or stroke bite. 
These are pink discoloration of 
skin that usually fade within a 
few months. 

3. Spider Naevi: dtese appear 
shortly after birth as a network 
or cobweb of dilated vessels. 
They generally disappear after 
the first year. 

4. Port wine: these are found 
anywhere on the body. Bright 
red or even purple marks 
caused by dilated capillaries in 

' the skin. Although permanent 
they can be removed with laser 
treatment. 

5. Mongolian spots: it's very 
common for dark skinned 
babies to have harmless, dark 
bluish black discoloration of the 
skin, usually on the back or but- 
jtocks. They will' fade naturally 
with time. 



Makos ID carvings 

Ingredients: 

package lemon-cake mix 
for 2-layer cake 
2 medium-sized lemons 
4 cups confectioners’ sugar 
1/2 cup margarine or butter 
(1 stick) softened 
red food coloring 
pink satin bow, freesias, 
and/or other flowers for gar- 
nish. 

Method; 

1. Pre-heat oven to 350 
degrees Fahrenheit. Generously 
grease. and (lour 12-inch round 
pizza pan with at least a 3/4- 
Inch-high rim to be used for hat 
brim and 1 1/4 quart heatsafe 
bowl to be used for hat's 
crown. 

2. Prepare cake mix as label 
directs. Pour 3 1/2 cups cake 
batter into greased bowl; pour 
remaining batter into pizza 
pan, spreading evenly. 

3. Bake batter in pizza pan 
about 15 minutes or until 
toothpick inserted in center of 
cake conies out dean. Cool 
cake in pan on wire rack 10 
minutes. With spatula, loosen 
cake and invert onto wire rack 
to cool completely. 

4. Bake batter in bowl about 


PS Ml - 




50 minutes or until toothpick 
inserted in center comes out 
clean. Cool cake in bow] on 
wire rack 10 minutes. With 
spatula, loosen cake and Invert 
onto wire rack to cool com- 
pletely. 

5. Meanwhile, prepare icing: 
grate 1 1/2 teaspoons peel from 
lemons and squeeze 5 table- 
spoons juice. Place peel and 
juice in large bowl; add confeo 
doners' sugar and margarine or 
butrer. With mixer at low 
speed, beat until smooth, 
scraping bowl often. 




. 

‘ -d- , ‘-.- 

6. Spoon about 1/4 cup icing 
into small bowl; stir in enough 
red food coloring to tint icing a 
pretty pink color. Cover bowls 
with plastic wrap. 

7. Place cake brim on flat 

'**■■■ Ji J ■•■'ziy ■■ •- ■■ : 

cake with 1 cup white icing. 


Place cake crown on center of 


cake brim and spread with 1 1/4 

VPeQ v • , -J‘. 't' 

.v > ■ ■ . • ■ ■ 

cups white icing. 


8. Spoon remaining white 


icing into small decorating hag 


with petal tube: pipe ruffle 
nrnund edge of cake brim. 


9. Spnun pink icing into small 


1 decorating bag with small writ- 


ill 


ing tube or paper cone with lip 
cut to 1/8-inch diameter hole. 

10. Pipe dots with pink icing 
over cake crown to make pretty 
design. 



P ermitting 
yourself 
occasional 
indulgences in 
modest portions 
holps to curb your 
cravings. The 
curbing control 
works best when 
you substitute low 
fat versions of 
high faf favorites. 
Chocolate frozen 
yogurt Instead of 
chocolate ice crown 
for example. 

Remember, you 
are more likely to 
bingo on a food If 
you fool deprived 
off it. 


KIDS AND 
NEEDLES 


Around six In 10 chlldran say that having on lnjt(‘ 
tlon was the worst pain they'vo avor folt, fU* 01 ' 1 ’ 
ing to the Charity Action ffos Sick Chlldrsn. H y* u 
child has a |ab, they suggest the following »* 
the paint '■ ' ■ 

1 . Relaxation: ask your child to squeeze your hand and bre 

in to the count of five, then out, relaxing Ills grip. 

2. Distraction: try singing, reading or counting. • . ' 

3. Imagination: talk to your child about a favorite past me 

ambition. __ • . • . ' 

4. Displacement: tell your child that one of his dolls pe. 

injection to get better and ask him to help his doll, not. . 
oFriild a ^, 

5. Pain relief: give infont paracetamol (from three months) before^* 
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planned snacking 

most important thing to remember about snacking is 
; I'/tliat there is nothing wrong with it. Most of us snack 

1 between meals and healthy snacking can help maintain a 
higher level of nutrition and energy than eating larger, less fre- 
queht meals. The main problems with this plan is time most 
cnacks we end up choosing- are also high in fat and it's easy to 
tee track of what and how much we actually consume when 
fliiddRS'. 

Even [f we don’t binge, many of us eat more alone than we do 
around ; others. Solo snacking also rends to be the least con- 
ulotjs snacking, which means that little attention is paid to the 
selertfon of food or quantities consumed. Because of this ten- 
dency, toward unconscious snacking, we often underestimate 
the real amount of fat we've eaten. 

; Bite-sjzed servings arc so easy to swallow and dismiss. Who 
fflongtisknows how many potato chips we really eat at a time? 
The ihcire cead tly available and easy a food is to eat, the more it 
antes iinc^sdbus snacking. 

■ Sorne people are easily turned on by the sight and smell of 
food; especially high fat, sweet foods. These people cannot pass 
i bakery. or candy store without stopping in. Unfortunately, 
teniptstioii'has a way or overruling moderation. 

-Vytien'yaurstomach is growling dr you feel lightheaded, don't 
(kj^rYdiir bodyls telling you it needs fuel. Even if you know 
tip-having iunch in an hour, have a small lean snack to tide 
yoi ^r. ptherwise, you'll be so ravenous at lunch that you'll 
eat everything is sight. 

the main reason we eat so much fattening snack food is that 
were kcustomed to snacking on these products. But we can 
jut as easily become accustomed to snacking on pretzels, fresh 
fruit, low-fat crackers, air-popped popcorn and dried fruit, ifyou 
stock only qn low-fat snack Items in your kitchen, you'll quickly 
get Into the habit. And that is the name of the game. 



TO DO 
BEFORE 
DELIVERY 

C ook a variety off meals 
and store them In Hie 
freezer and stock up 
your lead cupboards. This 
will help you In the first 
coupla ef weeks after the 
birth, as you will ha tired 
and might net feel up to 
long stretches at the cook- 
er. Freezing meals before- 
hand means that yaii will 
save lime. If is also Impor- 
tant that you oat a healthy 
and balaacod diet to keep 
your energy level op. 
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cars ago, primitive 
people used to hang — 

garlic for protection 
outside their caves and huts, j 

believing in its power in 
keeping them safe from ‘f- 

evil spirits and healthy. 

Later, the Egyptians jtffi 

were the first to use 

garlic as a herbal 

medicine to treat a 

wide range of dls- 

eases, such as 

wounds, infec- 1199 

tions, tumors raj 

and intestinal fiSHR®; 11 ' V 

Jr-*.' 

behind its pro- 
tectlve proper 

unknown, t £ 

ern scientific i W 

researches 

confirmed its l|syjjg|H S’ V 
ancient uses. p|rj. ^S. 

It was found 

to reduce the <v7' v ■ * 

risk factor of '/ 

cardiovascular 

diseases, os it 

lowers choles- 

terol. triglycerides \ 

and blood pres- y, : 7* 

sure," said Samir Ai- 

Hilo, chief of the 

lorpanian Society 

for Medicinal W V J 

Garlic's sulfur and! I | 
its spicy aroma, give it TSSfiP^jj 
the ability to “lower TwK? ' 
cholesterol by stimulating 
the gall bladder to release 
the bile juice, which works on 
digesting the fats and 
decreasing the production of ba 
cholesterol in the liver," com- tei 
mented Ai-Hilo. ye 

High blood pressure is 
effectively controlled by gar- us 
He. it lowers elevated blood ry 
pressure due to Its active ab 
compound Allicln, This ingre- th 
djent “slows down the pro- 
duction of certain hormones, 
produced in the body to raise pi 
the blood pressure." stressed 
the Specialist- 

Garlic posseses the ability, to v 

stlmujate the Inimune system. * 

as “if enhances the activity of $ 
t(ie T-he|pef cells, .which are || 
central to the entire : iiiimufte g 
system, .••'.■'V:'. ij 

• Furthermore,- tlie* bulb-, g 
stimulates thu ^activity,, of ; t] 

: macrophages, white, blood ■ -7 
■ cells': which ■flhgulf the To> j\ 

• ejgh shch;as,vlmses 


by AMJAD BAKER 
















bac- 

teria and 

yeast," pointed out Al-Hlio. 

Garlic can be effectively 
used to cure upper respirato- 
ry tract inflections, due to its 
ability to dear mucous from 
the lungs. 


In addition, Hilo referred to 
its ability to inhibit the 
growth of the potentially 
dangerous amoebic dysen- 
tery. 

V In 1916, during the First 
World War, garlic was in 
great demand, because 
of its antiseptic prop- 
erty ’ Soldiers were 
told to dilute garlic 
juice with a little 
'-flR water and to 
- Jmt| apply it to the 
infected area of 
their wounds. 
*^7$ Garlic's 

I p o w e r f u I 
properties are 
attributed to 
it's sulfur 
» compounds, 
y- spicy aroma, 

essential 
volatile oils 
and allicin. 

if ^ One clove 

a meet our 

cooked, raw 
or marinated 
vith vinegar, it 
rill have the 
me supernat- 
VfflL ural power and 

7 activity. It can be 
J®* / taken in the form 
•Wy of piiis that are 
% . available at medical 

g ■> ’ '' stores. 

kr In older days, garlic 

\ was used to treat a num- 
ber of diseases, such as 
asthma, difficulty in breath- 
ing, smallpox, anthrax and 
leprosy. 

On account of garlic's nat- 
ural power in 'treating and 
protecting us from diseases, 
we should not exclude it from 
our daily diets and lessen the 
chances of optimal health. 
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DEAR DR. QOTIi What b the 
difference batmen a Cl 
■can, a myelogram and MRIf 
My mother haudatica and U 
fndng a spinal ope ra tion. We 
wodder which dlopiorik feet 
would be most Iw fa w mi Hve. 

DEAR READER: Computed 

topography (Cr or CAT scan) is a 
technique by wlildi radiologists 
coordinate n series of X-ray images 
into a group of pictures. An X-ray 
beam is aimed at a pod ion of the 
body, from different angles, and the 
images are Ted into a computet: Hie 
machine arranges the images into 
identifiable patterns of lightness and 
darkness, which die radiologists 
interpret much the same way time 
they analyze standard X-ray films. 
Because the images are “shot" from 
so many posit ions, the reconstituted 
pictures show enormous precision 
and detail. CT scanning is both pain- 
less and safe. 

A myelogram is a test by wliich 
specialists examine the spinal col- 
umn and surrounding structures. In 
niudi the same way thnt a spinal tap 
is performed to remove fluid for 
analysis, tlw doctor introduces a hol- 
low needle imo the fluid -containing 
space surrounding die spinal cord. 
An oily liquid, called dye nr contrast 
medium, is tlKni injected into die 
space, fol leaving wliidi conventional 
X-ray pictures jil- obtained. Tl te dye 
anilines non-buny tissues, such as 
discs, permitting die doctor to 
detenu in e whether tire tissues are 
pressing on nerves or die spinal 
cord itself. The myelograni enables a 
neurosingeDii to pinpoint the 
source ofback problems, sudi as so- 
atica, before surgery is performed. 

At tire conclusion of die test , the dye 
is removed. Some people experi- 
ence headaches after die procedure, 
and a few patients may have tempo- 
rary leg pain and weakness if the 
dye irritates lower spinal nerves. 

Magnetic resonance imaging 
(MRI) is llte newest of die hi-tech 
meduxts or examining die body's 
Interior. Wlien placed in a strong 
magnetic field and bombarded by 
high frequency radio waves, die 
hydrogen atoms In die body res- 
onate (or line up) In ordered 
sequences. Once die external forces 
are stopped, however, the hydrogen 
Htorrts resume their random pat- 
tons, but in die process, they give 
off energy. This eneigy can be mea- 
sured and fed into a computer, 
which then spits out pictures. 
Tissues that me dense and contain 
more hydrogen appear darker dian 
less-dense, hydrogen-poor struc- 
tures. By this method, an X-raylike 
series of pictures cpn be obtained 
without die hazards of.ratBatfon. 
MRI gives astounding resolution of 
. detail and )ias become mi invaluable 
diagnostic tpd.-/' j I 

Tbday, the skilled doctor must care- j 
ftitjy' pick and - choose wiiich diag- 
hustle method Is most appropriate. 

1 Q' scans, myelqgraphy and MRI aie 
afl iisefUin specific ways, (brpsrtit- 
uhri 
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JAPAN'S VIDEO GAME 
MAKERS 'REEL' THEM IN 
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TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s video 
game makers want you to get up 
off the sofa and move a little. 

Some or the biggest attractions 
at the Tbkyo Came Show on 
Friday were electronics games 
designed to get you dancing with 
your IV, fishing from your com- 
puter screen and prandng around 
in arcades like a heavy metal gui- 
tarist. 

And while there were plenty of 
games full of blood-and-guts vio- 
lence, a surprising number of new 
releases feature cute and cuddly 
characters rather than killers. 


■fake Sony Computer 
Entertainment Inc.'s ”Um Jammer 
Lammy.” a game about a cartoon 
rock band. Tap the control pad 
along with the beat of the music - 
the better your rhythm the higher 
your score. 

"You can play alone or have a 
jam session with your friends," 
Sony spokeswoman Kayo 
Ishikawa said. 

The $49,35 game is the rock 
version of the popular "PaRappa," 
which features rappers. Sales 
began Thursday in Japan. Sony 
hasn't yet decided when it will 


release <i version for the United 
States, Ishikawa said. 

More than 400 new video 
games from 82 companies were 
displayed at the three-day show. 
By far the greatest number of new 
titles - 43 percent - were devel- 
oped for Sony’s PlayStation. Only 
3 percent were designed to be 
played on the rival Nlntendo64. 

One of tire longest lines at the 
show was for the home version of 
Konaml Co.'s popular arcade 
game "Dance Dance Revolution," 
scheduled to go on sale next 
month. 


Players step onto a one-meter 
square mat attached by a cord ro 
a PlayStation and dance with an 
animated partner on the IV 
screen. Sensors in the mat judge 
how fancy their footwork is. 

Tire arcade version of the game 
- a much larger contraption com- 
plete with lighted platform and 
disco lights - has been tremen- 
dously popular in Japan. 

Konami is confident that the 
disco mat and accompanying soft- 
ware will sell well. The company is 
already selling compilation CDs of 
the disco tunes played on the 
arcade games so players can train 
at home before hitting the dance 
floor. 

“This has never been seen 
before, people practicing at home 
for the arcade," Konami 
spokesman Scott Dolph said. 

Konami also displayed an 
arcade game featuring an elec- 
tronic drum set and one where 
players are scored on how well 
they strum a guitar attached to a 
video machine. 

To be sure, the game show also 
featured plenty of traditional 
shoot-'em-up action games. 

Takayuki Konakazawa, a 24- 
year-old video game salesman, 
was most impressed by Namco’s 
jet fighter game "Ace Combat 3." 

"The graphics are incredibly 
realistic and it feels like you are 
really flying a jet,” he said after 
taking a turn on a trial version. 

Images of the jet flashing on 
the screen looked more like a 
Hollywood movie than a comput- 
er game. 

Namco plans to begin selling 
the game in Japan later this year. 

The first day of the show, 
Friday, was open only to game 
developers and the news media. 
Organizers expect 150,000 peo- 
ple to visit the site, an hour by 
train from central Tokyo. 
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FRENCH 
CARE LITTLE 
ABOUT Y2K 
EFFECTS 


PARIS (AFP) — The French 
seem to care little about the 
possible effects of the millenni- 
um bug, and are wrong in their 
beliefs about where it might 
strike, according to a recent 
opinion poll. 

"The concern of French peo- 
ple centres on public services, 
which are the most prepared 
for the bug, while they are 
drastically ill-informed on the 
domestic risks, and on individ- 
ual responsibilities,*' said 
Gerard Thery, head of the 
finance ministry team on the 
problem which commissioned 
the poll. 

Only a quarter of people 
questioned thought they might 
experience breakdowns at 
home, while 65 percent expect- 
ed malfunctions in public ser- 
vices. 

France is considered less pre- 
pared than some other western 
European countries for the dis- 
ruption predicted when badly 
programmed computer 'clocks 
fail to cope with the change ro 
200b at the end of this year. 

Any apparatus equipped with 
an electronic clock, including 
domestic appliances, risks 
breaking clown. 

The Sofres opinion poll car- 
ried out among a sample of 
1 ,000 people also showed that 
53 percent of French people 
think the seriousness of the 
problem has been exaggerated. 

However, 70 percent fear 
breakdowns in nuclear power 
stations, the mainstay of 


French electricity production, 
and 65 percent in aircraft and 
the banking system. 

A majority of people ques- 
tioned agreed that at home 
personal computers and video- 
recorders could go wrong, but 
comparatively few mentioned 
lifts, heating systems, domestic 
alarms, telephone answering 
machines or microwave ovens. 

I n consequence, only about a 
quarter of French people hive 
thought about having such 
devices checked to ensure they 
are not at risk, Thery said. 

"Every consumer can, and 
should, ask for written confir- 
mation that his or her appli- 
ances can see in the year 2000 
properly.” Thery said. 

The poll also revealed a dis- 
quieting indifference among 
small firms and independent 
professionals, of whom only 29 
percent took the bug problem 
seriously. 

Most experts agree that 
owners of small firms with 
assembly lines using micro- 
processors run the greatest risk 
of returning after the new year 
break to find production 
impossible. 

"As employees, French peo- 
ple are wrong to minimize the 
threat.” Tltery said. "Small busi- 
nessmen, if they stir them- 
selves. still have time to avoid 
total paralysis of their u* 
place." 
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As more developers use it: 

CAN LINUX REPLACE WINDOWS? 


HiWJVER (DM)— Bill Gates, head 
of software giant Microsoft, can 
oifydieam about such growth fig- 
utt Hie operating system (OS) 
limx Increased its share of the 
npHtantseiver marker by 2 1 2 per 
ant last yeac Such growth leaves 
Microsoft's competing Windows 
Iff far behind. 

Developed by the Finnish pro- 
grammer Linus Torvalds, Linux 
nowsingjy impresses users with 
b stability. System crashes and 
tarns lllffi "genera! protection 
fobs." which Windows must cope 
widi all coo frequently, are 
iriawwn to Linux users. 

ft the CeBIT computer show in 
Hanover this month, an increasing 


number of high-tech companies 
have signaled their support for the 
Linux operating system, which is 
available for flee on the Internet. 

Among the ranks of supporters 
are computer companies like IBM, 
Sun Microsystems, Hewlett- 
Packard, and Compaq; chip manu- 
facturers such as Intel; database 
companies like Oracle, Sybase, and 
Informix. 

Even the largest European soft- 
ware company, SAP, is considering 
the operating system with a pen- 
guin logo as an alternative to 
Windows. 

"We want to send a signal to the 
market," said Erwin Staudt, head of 
IBM, the world's largest computer 


company. Linux is no longer a prod- 
uct merely for computer gurus - it 
has become a commercially viable 
platform, for which service and 
upgrade support is becoming avail- 
able. 

IBM believes diat Linux's current 
estimated installed base of around 
ten million users could be greatly 
enlarged. 

“Many of our customers are ask- 
ing for Linux solutions,” says IBM 
manager Steve Mills. However, 
Linux still has ways to go to catch 
up with the Windows user base of 
an estimated 250 million. 

The developmental principles 
behind Linux violate fundamental 
business practices in many comers 


of the commercial software indus- 
try, especially the practices of mar- 
ket leader Microsoft. 

In the early nineties, lorvalds - 
frustrated with Windows and other 
operating systems - programmed 
the core of Linux. Thousands of 
developers around the work) haw 
since participated in the project via 
the Internet. The results of their 
labors: source code that’s available 
at no charge over the Internet. 

At the same time, Linux service 
companies such as SuSE, based in 
Nurembetg-, Germany, or die U.S.- 
based Red Hat Software offer com- 
mercial installations and sendee 
packs for Linux. 

An internal finanriaj study con- 


ducted by Microsoft discovered 
that products (ike Linux have 
readied a level of quality hitherto 
only associated with commercially 
developed program. Compared to 
Windows NT Linux is more stable, 
can be configured more easily and 
runs on more computer platforms, 
since it masters all important proto- 
cols. 

But it's not just the quality of the 
Linux operating system that could 
pose a serious threat to Microsoft, 
Linux enthusiasm Is also fuelled by 
a growing anti-Microsoft sentiment 
in some comers of the lndustiy, a 
sentiment expressed openly during 
die recent anti-trust suit, against 
Microsoft in the United States. 


Blit many experts believe diat 
Linux Is not yet a viable alternative 
for private users battling Windows 
woes. While convenient installation 
CDs are available for Unux, as well 
as various applications, administer- 
ing a- Linux system through com- 
mand line input still requires signif- 
icant software experience. 

That situation, though, may soon 
change. New graphical interfaces 
for Linux, like KDE or Gnome, could 
quiddy make Linux more accessible 
for the PC world, Even users who 
have only Windows experience 
could easily migrate to Linux wlien 
it comes with a graphical, mouse- 
controlled interface. For Linux, the 
future is looking brighter eveiy day. 
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Marketing Coordinator Karmen Mandk presents Hie C Pen by C Technologies AH 
of Lund, Sweden, at Hie CebH computer fair In Hanover, which Hie manufacturer 
claims Is the world's first mobile I n formation collector that reads, stores and 
proce sses text to Windows-b as ed PCs. It works like cm ordinary highlighter read- 
ing the text while It Is dragged ever the characters and storing It as an editable 
file in Hi memory, The CebH with 7.341 exhibitors from 60 countries will bo 
opened imHI Tuesday — AP Photo 


SENETICALLY ENGINEERED GRAPES' FIRST SPROUT 




(DRA) — An icy wind 
"^les across the Pftffcnberg 
awraa * n of Wlierzburg. Uke 
in Germany's 
Franco ™ a region, the gnarled 
of the vineyards are 
waidn 8 tire coming spring. 

JJJw the vines in the 60- 
heaare vineyard north of the diy 
“W sprouting leaves, then 375 
are to be planted among 
bolder vines, 

But these new "neighbors" are 

U' 6 "' themselves: for the first 
r\ •(* State Office for 
Zftore and Vlneyaids will be 
JS out in the open vines 
been genetically 

.researchers have 

tk H ****,« Cerman vines. 
. this project involv- 

. ' 7 Ble of the White wines” 


Is not lieing unanimously applaud- 
ed among Franconia’s vintners. 
Before the first seedling fs even 
planted, the wine growers look to 
be split into two comps., 

"lb us. the experiment Is 
absolutely n cause for concern and 
wc are emphatically distancing our- 
selves from genetic engineering 
with regards to wine," says Helmut 
Schaetzlein, managing director of 
the Franconian region’s Vintners 
Cooperative,. to which some 2,500 
of the region’s 7,000 vinfoere 
' belong. .. V 

. . . Schaetzleip U wanting against a 

. cross-breeding : pf foe .genetically: 
altered grapevines as a result pf 
pollination carried by wind; inSecfs 
. or binds! He says there is.tte.fc 
ger that the' ; RleslUi®'^' ihe^' 
geftetic jjode ootikl :(tiuse, 


control ^without -jstiict seai.rity 

•/v: KXf. 


precautions. 

Hie state ltorticulture office says 
that wltqt is Involved is a dassic 
Riesling in which, in the laboratory, 
two genes from barley have been 
implanted. Tlie goal is to make the 
vine resistant against fungus dis- 
eases Uke mildew and gray mould. 
Should this happen, then vintners 
-would not have to ure. chemical 
pesticides.. 

. . The office, said that no special 
security ^ ^precautions are foreseen : 
for the project At the earliest, tte 
. first wines to be produced ffonithe 
f genetf ealfy-alrered seedlings would 
J bq in Spyears' time. .. 

!.;] ; ■■ : pppoiieits of geneflc;epgineer T 
(, ing charge that consamers steid to ' 
Xjbelidupfed.T- /:• ]' " 

■ ’■ ! >.' J “there B ftp ^ufesticni that this Is . 

S '9™*- ■ 

/ : Lbeeji i^anjpubt^i, : Mftt ■' fcey 
igei&p says'; VVjHI Stiitzlqg^r v 

.;! II . j . ( r i.| ; 


deputy head of a group called the 
"30 Ftanconian Eco-Vmtners,” an 
ecolo^caLoriented group which is 
linked with cooperatives for foods 
based on biological fanning meth- 
ods. 

Stritzinger accuses the state hor- 
ticulture office witii not having suf- 
ficiently looked info conventional- 
ly-bred vines which are resistant to 
fungi. He says the, experiment with 
the genetic vines will hurt the 
ipiage of Franconian wine?] : 
However, not all the region's 
.vintners are against the project. 

• "I think It's good that the state 
office haS the courage for jtWs.” 
said Manfred Sdimltt, ytee, presl- 

- dent of the Franconltin Vihigjifore 
Association, ^ a group .which corn- 

; prises some 340 regional, vintjiera.- 

- He s^iy»that c^noss-poUliwtton r^ot- 
'■ possible because Ifoe vine |s a ber- 

maphroditic breeder, tesiffos, the 


wine produced from the new vines 
will not be circulated for general 
consumption. 

Schmitt says diat if the project 
shows that there are advantages 
for the. wine growing industry and. 
for the environment, then tlie use 
of foreign genes Would be accept- 
able "as long as the character of the 
wine is; riot changed.’’ 

Another . vintner, Artur 
Steinmann, agrees, “’nils is certain- 
ly the' right path for tine future" he 
said, while also arguing for an 
' experiment to Involve another 
grape, the MuHle^Thurgaii. 

Steinmann said that grape vari- 
eties which are iwtura.l!y fiingi- 

- resistant would pot have a chanfie 
. ori foe wine markeL^mply because 

- of theif tfosaire names, which; Is 
. why He says it yfcld be Ideal if the 

fcsic Westing, ; }: drid 

: Muelier-Thuigau grapes IfopJd-be 

■ i -i L ' 1 : ' V'i • ? •• 4 . ‘i 


made resistant to fungi via genetic 
engineering. 

"This would be fantastic for our 
work and for the environment," he 
' fold. 

■ Other viniculture groups are not 
so certain. "I can't take one side or., 
the other" said Ferdinand Count 
CdsteU zu Casteli, chairman of a 
group of 55 quality Frartoonlan 
wine growers, "In view of the 
genetic engineering potential, . 

- doubt and hope pte balancing each' 
other out on the scale ” . . . 

; Restraint is abo,beIbg shown at 
one:., of' . rirost 

. retewnecj • ■.^n^ards', ■ } ". the 
. BUergerspital; Vwfipfe/ director 
Rutelf priefo saysi Hb me,' genetic , 
. V' technology lii'virtes Js still prema-'. 
■ ' ;fore : .AIj sctiWariiy nptwlih standing, . 
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07:00 Asia lnCrisla(r) 

0730 Working With 

The Euro CNBC 

08:00 Europe This Weekfr) 

09:00 Randy Morrison 

09:30 Cottonwood Christian Centre 

10:00 Hour 01 Power 

11:00 US Squawk Box Weekend 

Edition 

11:30 Europe This Week(r) 

12:30 Woridng With The Euro 
13:00 CNBC Sports 
17:00 US Squawk Bok Weekend 
1730 Asia ThlaWeek(r) 

18 00 Europe This Weekfr) 

1930 Meet This Week 
20:00 Time And Again 
2130 Dateline 

22.00 The Tonight Show With Jay 
Leno 

23:00 Late Ntght With Conan O’Brian 

00:00 CNBC Sports 

0230 Sqilank Box 

03:30 US Squawk Box Weefcand(r) 

04:00 Trading Day 

0830 Woridng With The Euro(r) 

0630 Lunch Money 



00:00 P-1 NATIONAL 

Personality. i |9E99!?,eF HIC 

John Warty CHANNEL 

Living with Leopards 
01 :00 Assault on Manaabi 
0230 Explorer 

03:00 Voyage Two The Waled City 
03:30 Voyage Two: All Aboard Zalrets 
Amazing Bazaar 

04:00 Mixed Slarand: WIndbom. A 

Journey Into Flight 

05:00 Famly Hour Bike Mesengere; 

Lemurs ol Madagascar Opal 

Dreaming 

0630 taeedsl World ol the Skelton 
CoaaL 

0730 A Marriage In Rajasthan 
0830 Explorer 

0930 Survivors of the Skeleton Coast 
10:00 Wildness Regained 
1T30 The Sacral Undetwortd 
1230 Stock car Fever 

12.30 Wanted Alive 

13:00 North to the Pole; Palace on 
Wheels; Bernard Is Gang 
14:00 Insects! Year of the Bee 

14.30 tnsectsl insect Armies 
1 5:00 Maikets of the Gobi 

15.30 Dyushuls Crane 
16:00 Explorer 

1 730 Puma: Don of lira Ande 
18:00 Insefital War of tha Bee 

18.30 Insects I Insect Armies 

1 930 About Asia Masters of the Gobi 
20:00 Explorer 

21:00 Puma: Uon ol the Ande 
Coast 

22:00 Stock car Fever 

2230 V\fbnted Alive 

2330 North to Ihe Pole; Palace on 

WJheals; Bernards Gang. 


07:00 News 


O7:15P0rspeetives 
07:45 international 
08:15 Europeans 
06:45 international 
09:15 Style 
09:45 FlBBhback 
10:15 Globus 
10:45 International 
11:16 2000 ' 

11:45 Perspectives 
12:15 Visa 
12x15 No Comment 
■ 13:1 5 Cinema 
13:45 Flashback • 
14:15 International 
14:45 Style 
15:15 Qlobtie 
15:45. Cult 
16:1 5' Perspectives 
16:45 International 
17:16 2000 
17:45 Europeans 
16:15 Visa 
18:45 Cinema 
19:15 Flashback 
19:45 Globus 
20:15 International 
20:45 Cult 
21:15 Perspectives- 
21:45 2000 
22:15 Cinema 
22:45 Visa 
23:00 Europeans 
23:45 FlBBhback 
00:00 International 
00:45 Style 
01:00 Perspectives 
01:45 Visa 
03:15 Cult 
02:45 International 
03:00 End 


01:00 Journal- Wit 
Top Story 
01:30 ZDF Inside Report 
02:00 JoumaJ-Mit Tagestiiema 
02:30 Kultur-Galerie-Das 
Kulturmagazth 

03:00 Journal-Con Tama Dal Die 
/Journal -With Tap Story 
03:3D Germany Today 
04:00 Journal-Mil TagesUiema 
04:30 Sch'otze Der Welt 
04:45 Chronik 

05:00 Joumai-WIth Tap Story 
05:30 Mada In Germany- The 
Business Magazine 
06:00 Journal- Mil 1bge9lhema 
06:30 Deutschland Haute 
07:00 Journal -With Top Stoiy 
07:30 ZDF Inside Report 
06:00 Journal-Mil Tagestiiema 
08:30 Kultur-Galerie-Das 
Kulturmagazin 
09:00 Joumal-Wlth Interview 
09:30 Germany Today 
10:00 Joumel-Mlt Interview 
10:30 ScMUze Der Walt 
10:45 Chronik 

11 :00 Journal- With The Week 
11:30 Mada In Germany-The 
Business Magazine 
12:00 Journal-Mi t Interview 
12:30 Deutschland Houle 
13:00 Joumal-Wlth Interview 
13:30 ZDF Inside Report 
14:00 Journal-Mil Die Woche 
14:30 KuHur-Galerie-Daa 
Kulturmagazin 
15:00 Joumal-Wlth Interview 
15:30 Germany Today 
16:00 Joumal-MH Interview 
16:30 Glaubenasachen 
17:00 Joumal-Wlth Tap Stoiy 
17:30 Made In Germany- The 
Business Magazine 
18:00 Joumal-MH Interview 
• 18:30 Schauplatz Deutchland 
19:00 Joumal-Wlth Interview 
1 9:30 Treasures Of The World 
Serenget 
19:45 Timeline 
20:00 Joumal-MIt Die Woche 
20:30 Piojekt Zukunft-Des Zu- 
KunhsmagazJn 
21:00 Joumal-Wilh Interview 
21 :30 Germany Live 
22:00 Journal-Mil Interview/ Journal 
Con Con La Semana 
22:30 Ale mania En Vivo 
23:00 Joumal-Wlth Tha Week 
23:30 Arts Unllmited-The Cultural 
Magazine 

00:00 Joumal-MIt interview 
00:30 Schauplatz Deuischland 


09:30 Crass Country Siring 
11 :00UVE Nordic # 

Combined Siding: World 
Cup In Zakopane, Ploand 
1 2:00 UVE Sky Jumping: World Op 
m Planica, Slovenia 
14:15 UVE Cross- County Skiing: 
World Cup In Oslo, Norway 
16:00 LIVE Nordic Comtrtiad Skiing: 
world Cup In Zakopane, Poland 

16.30 Ski Jumping 
17:30 Cross-Country Skiing 
18B0 Short Tack Speed Skating 
19:30 Motoeroee 

0Oc3O LIVE Cart Fedax Championship 
Series in Miami, Florida, USA 
22:30 TenrrtB 

23.30 News 

23>45 UvelbnmaiATPTbur Mercedes 
Super 9 Tournament In key Btecayne, 
Florida, USA 
01 KJOSW Jumping 

02.30 Close . 


B 


B C 


WORLD 


07:00 Journal 
TV5 

07:1 5 Journal Des Aria Et Des 
Spectacles 

07:30 Horizons Francophones 
08:00 Partir Sur La Route Des 
lies 

09:00 TVS Minutes el meleo 
09:05 Journal de Radio-Canada 
09:30 Bus et Compagnls 
10:30 Lbs Pleds Sur I'herbe 
11:00 TVS Minute 
11:05 Teletourisma 
11:30 Madltarraneo 
12:00 TV5 Minutes 
12:05 Muslque Muslques 
12:30 Perfeclo 
13:Q0TV5 MlnutBS 
13:05 Telecinema 
13:30 Journal de France 3 
1 4:00 La Monde A La Trace 
16:00 Journal International TV5- 
16:15 Splendours Nalurelles 
D'europe 

17:15 Vlvemenl Dimanche 
1 9:1 5 TV5 Minutes 
1 9:20 Correspondences i 
19:30 Journal TV5 
20:00 Y' a Pas Match 
20:30 Journal de La R.TBF 
21:00 Le Monde De TV5 
23:00 Journal de France 
Television 

23:30 Le Monde De TV5 
00:55 Bone Balaers D'ameriqus 
01:25 Meteo IntBrhatlonale 
01:30 Jourpal de France 3 
02:00 Journal de la TSR 
02:30 D'un Monde a L'autre 
04; 15 Les Pleds Sur I'herbe 
04:30 TV5 Minutes 
04:35 Horizon 


BBC World News 
02:30 World Focub 
03:00 BBC World News 
03:30 Asia Today 
04:00 BBC World News 
04:30 Simpson's World 
05:00 BBC World News 
05:30 Hard Talk 
06:00 BBC World News 
06:30 This Week 
07:00 BBC World Nbws 
07:30 India Business Report 
08:00 BBC World News 
08:30 World Living 
09:00 BBC World News 
09:30 Hard Talk 
10:00 BBC World News 
10:30 This Week 
1 1 :00 BBC World News 
11:05 Weekend World 
12:00 BBC World News 
1 2:30 Wortd Living 
13:00 BBC World News 
13:30 Wild World 
14:00 BBC World News 
14:05 Weekend World 
15:00 BBC World News 
15:05 Dateline London 
16:00 BBC World News 
16:30 World Living 
17:00 BBC World News 
17:05 Weekend World 
16:00 BBC World News 
18:30 India Business Report 
19:00 BBC World News 
19:30 World Living 
20:00 BBC World News 
20:15 Weekend World 
21 :00 BBC World Nbwb 
21 :30 Simpson's World 
22:00 BBC World News 
22:05 Weekend World 


02:30 Renegade MHpV 

03:25 Married With ISSii.** 

Children 

03;60 Homicide: LHe On The 
SIbbIs 

04:40 One Life To Live 
05:30 General Hospital 
06:20 Sunset Beach 
07:10 Port Charles 
07:35 Designing Women 


08:00 I Married Dora 
08:25 Daddy Dearest 
{08:50 The Charmings 
|o9:Q5 Silver Spoons 
09:40 Houston Knights 
10:30 Family Matters 
10:55 One Life To Live 
11:45 General Hospital 
12:35'Sun8et Beach 
13:25 Port Charles 
13:40 Designing Women 
14:15 1 Married Dora 
14:40 Daddy Dearest 
15:05 The Charmings 
15:30 Silver Spoons 
15:55 Houston Knights 
16:45 Family Matters 
17:10 Minor Adjustments 
17:35 Step By Step 
16:00 Police Academy 
19:00 Babylon 5 
20:00 Maximum Bob 
21:00 La Femma Nikita 
22:00 Renegade 
23:00 From The Earth To The 
Moon 

00:00 Moesha 
00:25 The Nanny 
00:50 Buddy Faro 
01 :40 Michael Hayes 


showtime: 


scr mssst 

Showcase 
03:00 Science 
Frontiers 

04:00 Discovery Profile Series 

05:00 Go For Itl 

06:00 Ushuala 

07:00 The New Explorers II 

08:00 Travelers 

09:00 Lonely Planet 

10:00 Innllmale Escapes 

10:30 Innlimate Escapes 

11:00 Eyewitness II 

11:30 Splat 

12:00 Go For Itl 

13:00 The New Explorers II 

14:00 Travelers 

16:00 Inntimate Escapes 

15:30 Inntimate Escapes 

16:00 Ushuala 

17:00 Lonely Planet 

16:00 The Shark Files 

19:00 Oceans Of Mystery 

19:30 Tvo Worlds 

20:00 New Deteollve, The 

21 :00 Century Ol Discoveries 

22:00 Discovery Profile Series 

23:00 Go For III 

00.00 Lonely Planet 

01:00 Oceans Of Mystery 

01:20 Two Worlds 


04:00 RaBputln 
06:00 Over the Hill 
08:00 Get Shorty 
10:00 Collision Course 
12:00 Red Heal 
14:00 Arthur 11 
1 6:00 All Dogs go to Heaven 
16:00 City Hall 
20.00 Father of the bride 
22:00 When a Man Lovsb A 
Woman 

00:00 Young Einstein 
02:00 Father of the bride 


ZT mmm 

05:30 Judge 

06:00 Regis And Kathy Leefr) 

07:00 Jeopardy (r) 

07:30 Wheel Of Fortune 

I 

08:00 Hollywood Squares 

08:30 Sally Jessy Reaphael 

09:30 E! Uncut 

10:00 The Roseenns Show 

11:00 Sunshine Cosine 

11:30 Cooking Secrets 01 The CIA 

12:00 El News Dally 

12:30 El FYE 

13:00 Sally Jessy Raphes! 

14:00 El Behind Tha Scenes 

14:30 Movie TV 

1600 Travel Update 

1600 El Dining Wtlh Style 

18:00 El HomBS With Style 

16:30 El Behind The Velvet Rope 

1700 ThB Roseanns Show 1 

18:00 Jeopardy 

16:30 Wheel Of Fortune 

10:00 E! Countdown To the Academy 

Awards lUve 

01:00 El Sped Ed Pre-Show Academy 
Awards 1999. 

01:00 Rocky v uMHlM «lii 
03:00 Prlvat Benjamin 
05:00 That’s Entertainment! 
07:00 The bird man of Alcatraz 
' 09:00 One Million years BC 
11:00 Clambake 
13:00 Whafs Up Doc? 

1 5:00 A Streetcar Named 
Desire 

17:00 The Pink Panther Strikes 
Agin 

19:00 That's Entertainmentl 
21:00 Marshal ; 

23:00 yYhafs.New Pussycat? . 


04:00 Chill Out Zone 
06:00 Night Videos 
07:00 Klckelart 
11:00 European Top 20 
12:00 Select Weekend 
17:00 Hllllst UK 
19:00 News Weekend Edition 
19:30 Say What 
20:00 So 90’s 
21:00 Most Selected 
22:00 MTV Data Videos 
22:30 Fanatic 
23:00 MTV Llva 
23:30 Beavls And Bullhead 
00:00 Amour 
01:00 Base 


02:00 Star Trek-The Next 
Generation 
03:00 Silk StaMnge 
04:00 Powerboat & Jelsport 
World 1998 Series 
04:30 Pacific Buie 
05:30 Acapulco Heat 
06:30 Macgyver 
0730 Pensacola 
OB:30 Inside Edition 
09.00 Pacific Blue 
10:00 Earth: The Fhal Conflict I 
11:00 Real TV 
11:30 Acapulco Heat 
12:30 Inside Edition 
13:00 Pensacola 
14:00 Pacific Blue 
1 5:00 Earth: The Final Conflict 
16:00 Star Trek-The Next General 
17:00 InBide Edtton 
17:30 The Premier Match 
20:00 Real TV 
20.30 Baywafch 
21:30 TV Movie 
23 30 Powerboat & Jetspot 
World 1098 Sertea 
00:00 Silk Stalking 
01:00 Acapulco Heat 




04:00 The Secret .-riz.,. 

World Of Alex Mack 

04:30 Mowgli 

05:00 Mighty Max 

05:30 Rocko's Modern Life 

06:00 Real Monsters 

06:30 Doug 

07:00 Arthur 

07:30 Wlmzle's House 

08:00 Blues Clues 

08:30 The Busy World Of 

Richard Scarry 

09:00 Mr Men 

09:06 Mr Men 

09:10 Mr Men 

09:15 Magic Mountain 

09:30 The Dlgswell Dog Show 

09:45 Little Hippo 

10:00 Arthur 

10:30 Hey Arnold 

11 :00 The Wild ThombBrrys 

11:30 Rugrals 

12:00 Kenan & Kel 

12:30 The Secret World Of 

Alex Maok 

13:00 Doug 

13:30 Rocko's Modern Life 
14:00 Real Monsters 
14:30 Hey Arnold 
15:00 Rugrets 

15:30 The Wild Thornberrya 
16:00 Kenan & Kel 
16:30 Mowgli 


0200 Wlshmasier 
0330 The Substance of 
Fire 

05:30 Switched At Birth 

0830 Planes, Train And Automobiles 

10:00 Star Command 

1130 Award Winner Temw of 

Endearment 

14.00 Drive 

18:00 Real life 

18:00 The Leading Men 

20:00 Award Winner Misery 

2230 Anaconda 

. 2130 Aboirt Last Night . .. ■ 

6130 A Good Man In Africa 


02:00 Midnight w ■ ■ ■ 
Special ** 

03:00 Behind the Musk; Madonna 
04:00 Madona Rising 
05.00VHILate Shift 
08:00 Breakfast In Bed i 

11:00 Pop-Up Video 
12:00 Something For The Weekend 
14:00 Ten Of The Best: Madonna 
15:00 Greatest Hits Of... Wham! 
15:18 Pop-Up Video 
1 6:00 The Clare Grogan Show 
17:00 Talk Music 
17:18 Storytellers- Hanson 
18:00 Madonna Raising 
19:00 Goergs Michael Unplugged 
20:00 Pop Up Video 
20:18 Pop Pin Ups Weekend 

22.00 Album Chart Show 

23.00 The Kate & Jono Show 
00.00 Behind The Music 

01 .00 Around & Around 


— , . mi uK 

07:30 Mickey & Donald ■■ 
12:30 Future Rocks W8 
13:15 Baywalch Nights Pfl 
Season 

14:00 Golden Girls 
14:30 Blossom 
16:30 Mickey & Donald 
17:00 Bananas In Pyjamas 
18:00 Adranlalne 
19:00 Dengerous Minds 
20:30 FX: American Series 
21:30 Feature Film 
23:30 Elian 

00:00 Football — 

06:00 Arabic veou^M 
07:00 Yan Can Cook 
14:00 Flash News/Live 
16:15 Pino' 

19:00 The Quilt 
20:00 News ■ 


07:00 Le Journal 1 
07:15 French 
Focus 

. * . . ,^i. 

07:30 New Head 

lines. j" ( 

07i33 Feature Revep . ; hr 

08:30 Wdiker Texas 

09.15'Dlvine Pledge 

• ' I;’ *’ 

10.00 News atTeril.-i. ?;'i' . 

10: 1 5'.M 
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“ SUNDAY, MARCH 21, 1999 
By Stella Wilder 

B om today, you are able, confi- 
dent arid hard-working, bur you 
never toot your own hom. You 
are reserved, sort-spoken and 
refined in your behavior that you 
may be overlooked at tiniesl 
However, time is on your side, and 
your staying-power will make die dif- 
ference in the end. While most odi- 
ers may be nodiing more Ilian a flash 


ARES 


in the pan, you are sure to be a last- 
ing power in any field you choose. 
You are generous and sharing in your 
professional endeavors, and you will 
always give anodier a chance to 
shine whenever possible. You're not 
one for self-promotion. 

In your private life, you are some- 
thing of a mystery, and only those 
closest to you can claim to know 
wliat makes you tick. You can be a 
strict disciplinarian, but only because 


you want die best for those you love. 
You are often liardest on those clos- 
est to you, but only because your 
expectations are so high. Above all, 
however, you are a loving and caring 
individual. 

Also bom on this date are: 
Matthew Broderick, actor; Timothy 
Dalton, actor: Rosie O'Donnell, 
actress, comedienne, and talk-show 
host; Gary Oldman, actor; Johann 
Sebastian Bach, composer. 


Pll 




Sun 1st degree Aries 

Moon 22nd degree Taurus 

Mercury., ...28th degree Pisces, retrograde 

Menus 4di degree Ifcums 

Mare I3ih degree Scorpio, retrograde 

Jupiter..... 9ih degree Aries 

Saturn 3rd degree Tbunis 

Uranus 16th degree Aquarius 

Neptune 4th degree Aquarius 

Pluto 1 1th degree Sagittarius, retrograde 

Lunar Node, .22nd degree Leo, retrograde 





(April PU-Mny 20): 

, Though it is in your 
; nature to avoid rude- 
■ ness In all situations, . 
this may present quite a 
challenge today. Speak 
your mind, but avoid 
anger. 


&\\mm CANCEH 

(May 21 -Juno 21): (June 22-.ltiIy 

^?,v. ‘v?; :■ 

Be carqful what yousay Ybu may feel; like Jumping 
to |5ppple today, [into something, new with 

Mwndersta nding can reckless abandon today 
leadtojrogblQi arid you; It Would be bestto weigh 
may not even 'be aware options and make a cate- 
of It until It Is tpo late. fill choice. 


LIBRA 

(Sopt. 23->Oct. 23): 


(< Jiil. JM-NiW. 21) (Ni»v.r2H-noc. 21 ): (Dec. 2lKlai. 10): 


\ V r : 


Be careful not to let your 
instincts for self-suffi- 
ciency hurt someone. .. 
else's feelings today. He 
• or she is trying to do 
something nice for you. 


Once your mind is set on 
something, nothing in the 
world can make you 
budge today. However, 
try to give a little, for It's 
in your best interest. 


Make sure you get 
enough sleep today. It 
will be impossible for 
you to accomplish all 
that you have to do 
without the proper rest. 


I..E20 

(July 2a-Au#.22) 

You are quite abje to 
respect authority without 
feeling threatened, and 
this can pay off hand- 
somely for you today. 
Those in power will note 
your capacity to work 
well with others. 

AQUAITIIUH 

(Jan 20 -Rjb. lit): 

You may have a ten- 
dency to be crabby and 
unreasonable with 
those around you 
today. Remember, It's 
nothing more than a 
mood swing, and it will 
surely pass. 


mmm 

(Auu. 23SBpV:i«i): 

Others may feel 
threatened by yo r ur out- 
going nature and your 
Willingness to '^get ! 
along" with the' wo rid at 
large. Don’t let them’ 
get you down. 


(l : ol>. If)-Mnrcli20); 

Be careful not to lec- 
ture others too much 
today. You may find 
that you can get much 
further with fewer, 
more carefully chosen 
words. 




Wof« birthday* tndude 


% end tfw Famfly Stone, 
MHWHbetnfn 1945 {ag* 
M].Jtagar Hadsten, ffemwr- 

VwMiSepa rtra i i^ f n imq 


Morin 1M1 (age 4BM« 
Jundilm Band dnm- 
■* Nwt Johnson In 1M3 

^oriywMiHwBofry^in 
19S4(nge 46). 


dropped. 

In 1984,5iimjini Pliantom of die 
Stray Gits mamed actress Britt 
Ekland. 

In 1987, Journey was named 
Outstanding Group of the Year at 
die lOtli annual Bay Area Music 
Awards. Jolm Fogerty took ltome 
the Musician of the \fear awaid. 

Also in 1987, Dean Paul Mardn - 
"Dino" oF the '60s trio Dlno, Desi 
and Billy and Dean Martin's son * 


Also in 1994, rocker Mitdi Ryder 
announced he'll donate royalties 
from his new song "Meiry” to “Dr. 
Death” Jack Kevorkian's campaign 
to pemiit dortor-assisted suicide in 
Michigan. 

In 1995, REM drummer . Bill 
Beny left a Lausanne, Switzeriand, 
hospltal„.l9 days after nndeigoing 
brain suigery to repair an 
aneurysm. 

Also in 1995, Elton John's “Made 


whs killed when his /Ur National Eiigtamfalbuin was released, 


■k 1952, die first rock 'n 1 roll coti- 
“t; Moqrtdog Coronation Ball 
wtathe Qeyeland Arena, 
Big Maybelle recorded 
to Shakin 1 Gdn' On" In 


^.C^ri Pgddhs 1 career whs 
r^^J^was-ii^uredin a 
> to perfonn 

** show- Betidns'’- 

u- lilt 1 ® crash. 


Guard Jet crashed in the San 
Bernardino Mountains / In 
California. 

In 1988, Ike TUmer was sen- 
tenced to five years’ probation after 
pleading guilty tp cocaine posses- 
sion diaiges In' a Fasadejia, 
California, courtroom. It ivas tlie 
musician’s second diug cpn\rfrt^Hl 
in a week, 


In 1996, itwas arinounced that 
Sheryl Crow would accompany first 
lady HUIary Rodham Clinton to visit 
U-S; peacekeepering troops In 


. Iri l 997, Snoop Doggy Dogg was 

trace ^yeare 1 ' proba- 




released 


, CsyefflQub Ibrtlie firet junior was 

• : . !» - - Jf irii . ■ •' ' ' i ! .* rl.« . Cu.H fair's oka ■_ 



MBS 






OHIO VILLAGE TO EARN BIO BUCKS 
FROM BILLIONAIRE'S DEATH 

QJIVELAND (AH*) — Wlien billionaire industrialist Fred Lennon died last 
July lie left the nearby village of Hunting Valley an enviable problem: How 
to spend the estimated 39 million dollars in raxes from his estate. "This is 
sort of like Santa Oaiis," said Hunting Willey Mayor Scott Inkley, wiien told 
of the windfall. “I would like to see die village use it in a way that it won't 
be squandered. This is a rare occurrence if it happens," The Cleveland Plain 
Dealer daily quoted him as saying Friday. But it may be some time before 
Hunting \hlley sees any of die money. 

“For an estate tliis large, it could be years before this community sees any 
taxes,” said Steve Skowron, manager of the estate tax division for Cuyahoga 
County auditor's office. 

Lennon, 92, a secretive man, lived in Hunting VbUey for more dian 35 
years. He was among the top 400 weald liest Americans, according to 
Forbes magazine, and left an estimated 1 ,000,750,000 dollars. 

He made his fortune by turning a small tube-fitting business he co-fbund- 
ed in 1947 into Swagelok Co., an international firm that makes specialty 
valves and fittings for use in die chemical, oil, and power industries. 

He left 100 million dollars for charitable causes, 25 million dollars to his 
son, John, me million to a nephew, and all of his stock in Progressive 
Communications Technologies, Inc. to a friend and business associate. 

EINSTEIN, FREUD AMONG CENTURY'S 
TOP THINKERS 

NEW YORK (AFP] — Physicist Albert Einstein, psychoanalyst Sigmund 
Freud, and aviation pioneers Wilbur and Orville WHght are among the top 
20 people chosen by Time magazine as "Great Minds of the Century” 

The lish which appears in the March 29 edition of the mass circulation 
magazine, also indudes philosopher Ludwig Wittgenstein, economist John 
Maynard Keynes, and virologist Jonas Salk, as well as Internet network 
designer Tim Berners-Lee, chemist Leo Baekland, and physicist Enrico ■ 
Rsrtni. 

; There are only two women on the list environmentalist Rachel Carson, 
and anthropologist Mary Leaky, appearing as one of the three members of 
the Leaky fomily. . 

The fist is one qf six lists die magazlne has compiled naming die lOO peo 
pie they consider the most Influential people of die century . ' •! 

The magazine recruited top personalities to comment on their choices: 
software magnate BIB Gates writes on the WHght brothers, former US Labor 
Secretary Robert Reich On M^ynatd Keynes, and AIDS researcher Davjd Ho 
writes on penidllin disenverc* AlexanderFl^^ - • - r v* : “ 

In December, lime matgmdrie is set to choose die "poison of t^e .ceptu-v 

>y" • v . ■ .' •• ■ , • . ■. j ; ; ; H: ;A-: 
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CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


ACROSS 

1 Playwright 
O'Neill 

7 Supporting 
tower 

12 Battery 
terminals 

13 Little girl at 
the Pleza 

14 CleanB (up) 

16 Small ball 

16 Netherlands 
commune 

17 Shade tree 

16 — de 

cologne 

21 Goes 
berserk 

23 Made a lap 

26 Skeleton 
part 

28 Fencing 
sword 

29 Airline Info 

30 St. Louis 
footballers 

31 Sells 

33 Rubbing- 
out 

36 Luplno and 
Cantor 

37 Goat boy? 

3B — Oil 

40 Medicine 


aortic 
41 High 


42 Ocean 
features 

44 Blano of 
many 
voices 

46 Skin 
problem 

46 Was 
Introduced 
Id 

48 Old card 
game 

51 Pressed 

55 Hosted 

56 Indlgenoua 

57 Intertwined 

58 "The — 
Cometh" 


1 Hsvea 
nosh 

2 Prefix for 
lateral 

3 Ml. 
Olympus 
resident 

4 Singer 
Adams 

5 Requires 

6 Ancient. 
Jewish 
ascetic 

7 Content 

8 Yellow of 

- an egg 


Answer to Previous Puzzle 


Hnunaa hobhhb 
aauaoH bbbdbih 

HHU BEiH 0E0 
Qtusa BHLJ EE3EO0 
0EJEIHEH 

aaca qus 

BUB 

BSHUKB HEGJ0 
mums bed uaBS 
LUSH BED sua 
BSDUUB BEC1BL3B 
LUBEBBB QCJBWHB 
BHBHEB natssuu 


GASPAR NOE, 
CINEMATIC TERRORIST 


9 Mae West 
rota 

10 Sugary 
suffix 

11 Profit 

13 Epic poem 

18 “I have 
found It!" 

19 Visigoth 
king 

20 Like some 
beds 

22 Add on 

23 Hardly ever 

24 Army 
command 

26 Fringed 
ornament 

27 Balaam’s 
beast 


32 Finished 

34 Spoke 

35 Devastated 
39 'The 

TWIns" 

43 Ice tower 
45 Joyful 
exclama- 
tion 

47 Carry 
45 Moray 
49 Actress 
Thurman 
60 New Deal 


52 Steal 

53 Z8H Zsa'a 
slater 

64 Lion's 
home 



SEE SOLUTION TOMORROW 


C IMS by NEA, tna 


. ;TS NO accident tliar at times 

i* / Pliilippe Nation - the star of 
Seiil Contne Tous - resembles 

.■ the legendary French actor 
Jean Cabin. Nalion’s diaracten 
/A a horeemeat burdier on the 
skids, dearly fancies himself as a lat- 
ter-day Cabin, a pillar of Gallic go-it- 
alone toughness. But he also bears a 
distinct resemblance to racist dema- 
gogue Jean-Marie Le Pen, a Gabin- 
esque idol for France’s extreme 
light. 

Nahon's butcher is a Item in his 
own head, a monster on die street • 
a repellent, hate-riddled zombie of 
a man. You could think of^^l 
more pleasant places to 
spend 93 minutes than 
trapped in tire poisoned 
confines of such a psyelie. But \ Oh 
it’s no small feat drat director- 
writer Gaspar Noe keeps us there V 
riveted, showing us that the mind 
we're Locked inside is wholly 
human. 

Seul Contre Tous is die long- 
awaited debi ^feature by Noe, who 
made his name in 1991 with the 
short Came, in whidt tire butcher 
first appeared. Seul Contre Tous 
begins by recapping its protago- 
nist's back-story, alter misguidedly 
defending his mute daughter's 
virtue with a knife, he's out of jail, 
living with his bar-owner girlfriend. 
He thinks he's starting a new life, 
but loathing and self-pity soon 
enipt. He gives his pregnant girl- 
friend a brutal kicking, then hitches 
a ride to foris and, lie thinks, free- 
dom. But lie's headed straight to 
hell, and Noe is determined to take 
us there with him. 

Noe uses Scope to present a 
cramped world that exists within 
the confines of die frame as if in a 
coffin. Everything is faded, the 
colour of piss or dried blood, and 


even the soundtrack seems are 
numbed, On one level, the film is opp 
strictly realistic, portraying a deso- one 
late space that actually exists on the ads, 
industrial outskirts of ftrris. Bur we ent, 
see everything through the butch- victi 
er's jaundiced vision - featureless T 

walls, deserted underpasses, all lent 

shot by Dominique Colin with ^ zot 
unforgiving sparseness. This^^rarab 
zone's population 

equally abjecL^^^H^l^^pP: 

^ tus. 

jontificat- flasl 
ng tluigs; a diild- woi 

\ like junkie whore. us I 

Nahon himself is extraordi- plaj 

nary - a middle-aged, weathered ties 

bruiser with a face like a fistful of but 

spoiled meat. Performing an extra- giai 

ordinary balancing act between dn« 

coiled-spring tension and out- and- srei 

out fetigue, Nahon makes the vich 

buedrer monstrous but distressingly Abe 

human, and tliat's wirat makes the win 

film humane - towards its protago- to I 
nist, if not always towards its audi- 1 
ence. of ! 

Hie butcher is apparently tiie his 

anti-hero that diis world deserves. Nir 

As he sees it, he is simply its prod- Bui 

uct, reacting to the hate already rife de« 

in it. He's a French Everyman still bee 

righteously smarting from the noi 

Occu|jation. He hates the Nazis, but clu 

by paradoxical extension, hates all psy 

otlier foreigners, as well as women bui 

and homosexuals. He sees himself wo 

as a tnie Frendiman, a new Robes- poi 

pieme heralding an apocalyptic new on 

dawn. But all this is the voice of ins 

paranoid delusion, which spills out Bui 

in an endless stream of self-fuelling wii 

misanthropic sophistry. The visuals inc 


are accompanied lay a relentless, 
oppressive voice-owi; the butcher's 
one-note stream of obscene jeremi- 
ads, Iranal and at times barely coher- 
ent, yet driven by mesmerising con- 
viction. 

The ranting is puiuluuted iry vio- 
lent, staccato camera movements - 
^ zooms and pans accompanied by 
bullet sounds, at once pulling us 
^liSk' nto act * on jolting us 
^PjPv'^out of it, daring us to take a 
. » critical distance. Noe (lashes 
ll P hold slogans and one- 
word captions - 'Moralily'. 
^ Justice'. ‘Survival is n genetic law' - 
but leaves us to deride on their sta- 
tus. Shortly belbre the end. lie even 
flashes up a warning to expect the 
worst, not that it entirely prepares 
us for what follows. This jarringly 
ptayHil jibe at our tender sensibili- 
ties might break the realist illusion, 
but Noe is also pledging his alle- 
giance to a certain strain or shock 
dnema - from B-nrovie horror huck- 
ster William Castle, through the 
1 video gorefests of the eighties, to 
' Abel Ferrara's Bad lieutenant, a film 
whose eudosed woiid is very dose 
to Noe's. 

The lautcher is also a near relation 
of Scorsese's Taxi Driver, and tines 
; his own ineffectual replay of De 
Niro's “You talkin' to me7' routine. 
Bur if De Niro's Travis Mickle could. 

: despite his warped mentality, 

I become a romantic screen icon, it's 
: not so easy to wamr to Nahon's 

t diaracten Only an extremist or a 
I psychotic could subscrilx? to tire 
r butdier's vision of a gangrenous 
f world. Even the butcher reaches a 
point where tire madness caves in 
/ on itself where his more tender 
f instincts seem to oiler redemption, 
t But it’s a redemption to be taken 
l with a pinch or stilt - spiked with 
s incestuous peiversiiy, and under- 


mined by the suspiciously bena^y 
lent strains of Pachelbel on the 
soundtrack. 

Many viewers will see the fifo* 
a gratuitously vicious wirxkip. fa 
it's a very serious undertaking, in M 
honourable (yet still disrepuiabfei 
French tradition. Noes vision is 
directly descended from the naid- 
ist Celine, a virulent anri-Semhe 
whose liate-fueiled writings new 
fheless comprise an authentic tragic 
vision. Noe Iras also made a gen- 
uinely political film - a gruesome 
primer in tlie psychopathology of a 
particular French rightwing mind- 
set. 

Wilfully extreme in content and 
form, Seul Comre Thus emm 
scenes of protracted brutality and 
sexual explicitness. It hasn't been 
ait by tlie BBPC- the only diaige.in 
order to get an 18 certificate, is a 
dip from a hardcore pom him. Hie 
image has been blurred for British 
delicacy, which makes it rather less 
confrontational and shocking, with- 
out entirely traducing its meaning. 

I'll admit to reservations about 
Nne's adiievemenr. Sometimes his 
shown nan side runs away with him. 
and Fm nor sure lie has fully though! 
out rhe implications of manipulat- 
ing his audience so meivtfessfy Rif 
whether or not you approve of die 
film (1 defy anyone to low ilk jiu 
can’t deny its originality and fierce- 
ness. 

It's nothing less than cinematic 
terrorism - a nail-bomb directed at 
tire audience, ar French sotiety and 
at tire often complacent urstituoon 
of French cinema. And in that field, 
Gaspar Noe pretty much stands 
alone. 

By Jonathan Romney hi Urtnfou 


GLOB E-CIRCLI N G BALLOONISTS LATEST ! 

LINE OF 


LONG 



tew 




B ertrand Piccard and Brian Jones 
secured their place in the pan- 
theon of human adventurers 
Saturday as they completed the first 
round-the-world balloon flight. 

Other memorable firsts: 

circa 400 - Polynesian sailors reach 
Hawaii. 

circa 1000 • Leif Ericson leads Viking 
expedition to Newfoundland. 

1271 - Marco Polo begins a 20-year 
exploration of China that brings to 
Europe first word of the wonders of 
rhe Far Easr. 

Sept. 6, 1522 - Juan Sebastian de 
Eicano (Spain) leads remnants of 
Ferdinand Magellan's expedition as it 
completes first voyage around the 
world. 

Nov. 21, 1783 _ Pllatre de Rozier and 
Francois Laurent (France) make first 
balloon flight in Paris, going 5.5 miles 


(9 kms). 

July 3, 1898 - Capt. Joshua Slocum 
(United States) becomes first solo 
sailor around the world. 

June 15, 1903 - Captain John Alcock 
(Britain) and Arthur Whittert Brown 
(United States) reach Ireland on first 
flight across Atlantic. 

April 6, 1909 - Robert E. Peary (United 
States) claims to reach North Pole. 
Whether he did remains in dispute. 
Dec. 14, 1911 - Roald Amundsen 
(Norway) and three companions are 
first.to rench South Pole. 

May 21, 1927 - Charles A. Lindbergh 
(United States) completes first solo 
flight across the Atlantic. 

May 24, 1928 - Umberto Nobile (Italy) 
crosses North Pole in airship. Crashed 
the next day. 

May 28, 1931 - Auguste Piccard, grand-' 
father of round-the world balloonist 
Bertrand Piccard, and Paul Klpfer are 
first to reach stratosphere in a balloon. 


rising to 15,781 meters (52,462 feet). 
May 29. 1953 - Tenzing Norgay (Tibet) 
and Edmund Hillary (New Zealand) are 
first to scale Mount Everest. 

Aug. 3. 1958 - U.S. submarine Nautilus 
is first to travel under the north pole. 
April 12, 1961 - Yuri Gagarin (Soviet 
Union) first human to orbit the earth in 
a space craft. 

July 21 ,■ 1969 - Neil Armstrong (United 
States) is first human to step on the 
moon. 

April 30, 1978 - Naomi Uemura (Japan) 
makes first solo expedition, on a dog 
sled, to North Pole. 

April 1982 - Sir Ranulph Fiennes and 
Charles Burton (Britain) become first to 
circle the surface of the earth by both 
■ poles. 

Jan. 18, 1997 - Borge Ousland com- 
pletes first solo trek across Antarctica! 

(AP). 


, n r lVfrflVli-s AriHl 


TWo tulloonlBls trying to complete their eround-lho-woild lour miium lent bafcwjL 

hove broken the balloon enduranoe record sol by a Brlllah duo 

earlier this month, (hair BreHffng Orblter-3 foom aald on Ftldny ut tumvatAM _ 


QiitVQK0i^V.Qptytima> . 


£pFebru«yg jtffff 

China approves puma tar Braiding Oibuei-3 u> fly aver Its teintory fj jf j 

(^February 17 WO 

CaU* and WirelaM balloon Wee oH from Spam vK® 

^ March 1 Hatijn cefl Qj 

BrettAng OrPher-3 takes oil from Chateau COra, Swi/ortand “ 

March 7 Hrt air cone _ 

CalAi and Wireleu freed to ditch in Uio Pacific Ocean att Japan Firamool loyar 

4iMateh.1B ■■ “ 

. Battling officially aurpaatef the previous distance record ol 22.910 Wn _ . 

- m 11 ^ py American SrweFoueU.. 
vy* March 18 I 

, Breitling surpasses endurance record ol 17 days. IB hours and 2ft U imr’rip’!. !i 1 J. 
. id by Cable and Mreteee yiji ]} , ;,»» — '• 
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RACK 3 ' I 
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@ 0 0 0 0 [ID d] I 

PAR SCORE 130-140. RACK4 

by JUDD four rack total _ 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN 

DIRECTIONS: Make a 2 to 7 letter word from the tetters in each row. Add 
points of each word, using scoring directions at right. 7-letter words get 50-point 
bonus. r Btank8 u used as any letter have no point value. Ail Judd's words are In 
The Official Scrabble Players Dictionary (Merriam-Webster) and OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 
Mt-M, © 1899, United Feature Syndicate, Inc. 


WORDY GURDY 


SCMBBLE'* GRAMS SOLUTION TO PREVIOUS 

^ MWtP . © 1999. United Feature Syndicate, Inc 

^ Jjl 0 0 RACK 1 = 62 

T' h* I' P» [lT E. 'si] rack 2 = 59 

& Q» ui] At [T7 li ^] RACK 3 = J01_ 

0000000 RACK 4 =_72_ 
PAR SCORil 85-195 JUDD'S TOTAL 294 

HMi 
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1> "For sure', Mra. Trumnni" ( 1) 


2. “Veer. Mr. Grifflnl" (1) 


8. Union goldler's hot dogs (1) 


4. Get one more precious violin (1) 


5. Paraded with a dry throat (1J 


6. Area restrictor's dumb errors (2) 


7. Word part a lawyer can charge for <3) 


BY TRICKY RICKY XANE 
Eve ty answer is a rhyming 
pairofwonLs (like FAT CAT 
and DOUBLE TROUBLE), and 
they will fll In the letter 
squares. The number after the 
deflulllon tells you bow matiy 
syllables In each wont. 


® 1999 United Feature Syndicate Ino 
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ANSWERS TO YESTERDAY’S WORDY GURDY 

1. DRUM PLUM 2. BASS PLACE 8. COACH ROACH 4. El'LAS FELLAS 
8. DEEPER SLEEPER 6. MORNING WARNING 7. HEATHERS FEATHERS 



n/B RANTED MSeeTABLES 
IN tuy 5PWN& &mXN. BUT 
ITMLLTAKS 5 OU£ 7 we 
SEfCXEICAHEATn&A, 
which vEGEW&e fwu.ee 
&ADiV3RCKFlf&T? 


SWASH 


«w. w ' 

PWiln: 

days 


HclSbUtAn eiMiudNintirjEBiu 


'«a isn saw 0NU.-S urn iva oi mn as ttm iaaa am 

T m NO-iSBU 3U(VLVW TIIM HSVIT0S 3HL -aaWSNY 





\ Tht&T uifirTP -rue 
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BY BRIAN CRANE 


wvW po too 

LOOVi AT ME. 

, VJREtOi toe t 




FOR BETTER OR FOR WORSE 


BY LYNN JOHNSTON 


1 VOtir WANTVOUT& Go, ] B6SIP66-HAV6NY ytoiJ ANP HAVEN'T ybD EVER n I ir ujtfiucc 

EVER WISHED YOU HAD Wl&HED THAT TH6 CO&- *\ 

^np^dalu^ rocoM^ur 

\ GUE&S 
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TODAY IN CLASSICAL MUSIC HISTORY 


rrs BACHS llllflllDAYl 

Between Frankfurt and Leipzig, 
in what used to be East Germany, in 
the region known as Thuringia, in 
the little town of Eisenach.. Jaliann 
Sebastian Bach was bom on this 
day in 1685, changing the lmman 
race Forever. Bach is widely consid- 
ered the greatest composer who 
ever lived. Many people consider 
Iris genius superior to that of 
Shakespeare, Leonardo da Vinci or 
Einstein. The Bach family was 
famous even before its greatest 
member was bom. For generations, 
Bachs were musicians. The very 
name Bach was synonymous with 
musician in the German principali- 
ties of the I50Qs,..and was some- 
times used in that context to 
describe musicians with other 
names. 

Johann Sebastian was the 
■youngest son ofjohann Ambrasius 
Bach, also a musician. From his ear- * 
iiest days, lie was taught various 
instruments. He also sang in a 
church'd loir and was said to have 
had a fine alto voice as a child. 

There is a famous story that Bach 
wept blind as an old man because 
in his youth he was forbidden to 
study compositions, and stayed up 
to seoedy copy keyboard works by 
moanligiit. The story appears to 
have been made up. An older broth- 
er who raised Bach for several years 
actually encouraged his musical 
studies. Badi wasn't given any spe- 
cial treatment or honored as a 
genius when he was a diild...but his 
relatives did NOT stint on his edu- 
cation. 

Johann Sebastian was compos- 
ing decent pieces for organ hi his 
early teens... and was published 
while still an adolescent. Despite a 
lifelong reputation as a higltiy-tal- 
ented organist, it's nevertheless a 
fact that by age IS he played fiddle 
well enough to be hired as a violin- 
ist for the Duke of Weimar. It was a 
temporary gig, though. A church , 
organist job came soon after. Two 
church oiganist jobs biter, Badi 
already liad a reputation as a gifted 
urganist who stubbornly refilsed to 
compose die kind of music the 
church fathers wanted. So lie went 
back to work for the Duke of 
Weimar again. Here he wrote the C ’ 
minor fessncaglia and Fugue and 
lots of other good organ music 

But nine years later, Bach was 
passed over for promotion and left 
to become Kapellmeister in 
Co then. Moving to the new job was 
delayed for several weeks because 
die Duke ofWeimar was so angry at 
Bach quitting, apparently in a 
somewliat undiplomatic manner, 
that he actually jailed the composer 
for a while. 

The Codien years gave us die 
Brandenburgs, the Violin Concertos 
and the suites for orchestra. Bach's 
first wife died in this iierlod. A little 
more a year later, Badi married 
Anna Magdalena.. .for whom he 
wrote more fine music. 

The Prince of Co then was a good 
boss and a good viola da jpmba 
player to boot. But he also mairied, 
and the prince's wife didn't like 
music very much, it was time for 
Bnch to move on. in the 1720s, 
while Badi was thirtysomething, he 
was hired as niiisic director of the 
venerable Sr. Tliomas School of 
Leipzig. He was the town council's 
third choice for the job. For the rest 
of his life, Bach supervised the 
musicat the school and two diurch- 
es... under contract to compose 
music that was not too theatrical. 
His contract also requited him to be 
a language teach ec Badi taught. 


Latin. 

.In his iaber years, Badi had a rep- 
utation througliout Europe as an 
unsurpassed improviser on the 
organ. ..and he was often consulted 
to test new oigans. His composi- 
tions were not widely published, 
but they circulated among profes- 
sional musidans and had some- 
thing of a cult following which 
resulted in both Mozart and 
Beethoven becoming familiar with 
them. 

Badi began to go blind in his six- 
ties and - like Handel - he under- 
went an unsuccessful operation by 
a man who was famous as an eye 
surgeon for reasons that are hard to 
fathom today. Bach died of a stroke 
at the age of 66 in 1750, when 
Haydn was )8 years old and six 
yeare before the birth of Mozart. 

rrs MoussoKCMrs bikini 

roof 

Modest Mousoigsky was bom 
On this day in 1839. His father was 
a soldier and his mother was an 
aristocrat. The family name was 
actually Muso/slry, with the accent 
on the first syllable. Musorgsky 
added the letter "G" and shifted the 
emphasis to the second 
syilab!e...be cause when you say the 
name the other way it sounds like 
the Russian word for garbage. 

Mousoigsky was a dvil servant 
who composed in his spare time at 
the raging of MBy Balakirev...tlie 
same guy who egged on Rimsky- 
_ Korsakov, Borodin and others to 
produce classical music tiiat was 
thoroughly Russian. Mousoigsky 
was considered by this aide or 
' friends to have enormous talent. 

But when he died in his early fop 
ties of alcoholism, his music was 
“dcai ud tip" by his buddies. Hie 
public was first attracted to Rimsky- 
Koisnkov's rnlented re-orchestra- 
tions before returning to tlie more 
pungent originals in recent years. 

JOSEPH SILVERSYlilN 
Violinist Joseph Silvers tein was 
bom in Detroit on this day in 1932. 
Hie conoertmaster of tne Boston 
Syniplioiiy in die 1960s, Silvers tein 
then began a second career as a 
touring violin soloist and conductor. 
When pertormiiig die Beethoven 
Violin Concerto, he enjoyed playing 
tire long introduction with the first 
violins.. blending in perfectly, .until 
his solo entrance. 

GM. TROUBLE 

On this day in 1907, Scriabin sent 
a telegram from New York begging 
Glazunov for money He had to 
leave America in a hurry after die 
press learned that die woman lie 
was traveling with was not his wife. 

MUSIC TROUBLE 
On this day in 1904, Ridiand 
Strauss conducted his "Siufonla 
domesticn" in New "fork, and that 
provoked a scandal, too. ..once crit- 
ics and concertgoers figured out 
what some of the music depicted. 

THE GREAT C 

Franz Schubert’s ."Great" 
Symphony in C mqjor was pre- 
miered in Leipzig on this day bi 
1839. Schumann discovered it and 
Mendelssohn conducted it 
Schubert had been dead 11 years. 

GROSSE PREMIERE 
Beethoven's Quartet in ;B-flat, 
Opus 130,- was premiered on this 
day in 1826 with its original finale, 

now known as the “Grasse Fuge,* 1 

: 




L IKE HIS music, David Sylvian 
seems to exisr on a plane slightly 
beyond the corporeal. 
Unrecognisable as the pancake- 
encrusted fop who fronted the 
effete futurists Japan 20 years 
ago, Sylvian now materialises in the hallway 
of a Kensington hotel as a slight, trim fig- 
ure, speaking so quietly that he forces you 
to pay close attention. The sober and spiri- 
tual tenor of his conversation is gently 
undercut by the quizzical smile he keeps 
permanently at the ready. 

Meeting the compulsively secretive 
Sylvian is a rare achievement, and he has 
only reluctantly been flushed out of hiding 
by the need to promote his new solo 
album. Dead Bees On A Cake. “The 
responses ro questions ■ asked are half- 
truths at best," he comments sombre- 
ly.“My preference is for silence." ^ 
And there's been plenty of that. 

The new disc is his first solo project - 
since Secrets Of The Beehive in 
1 987, though in the interim he par- 
ticipated in a couple of collaborations 
with Holger Czukay (Plight And 
Premonition and Flux And Mutability},, 
reunited with the other members of Japan 
For 1991's Rain Tree Crow album, and 
undertook some live and studio work with 
Robert Fripp. The fact that Dead Bees 
sounds so coherent, exploratory and fully 
realised belies the four years he took to 
complete it. 

Sylvian admits that he thought about giv- 
ing up music in order to concentrate on his 
family and the pursuit of enlightenment, it 
was his spiritual teachers who urged him to 
think again. “They pushed me back into the 
world and said: "Singing is as much a part 
of your 

discipline as anything else," lie explains. 
“They sort of forced that re-engagement 
with the world which lias given me a 
greater sense of purpose in my work as 
well." 

The first murmurings of Dead Bees were 
heard when Sylvian embarked on some 
songwriting sessions with Ryuichi 
Sakamoto in New York in 1995. Then the 
tapes were carted back to Minneapolis 
(where Sylvian was living with his wife, 
writer and poet Ingrid Chavez) so he could 
work on them in his home studio. Next, he 
took them to Peter Gabriel’s Real World 
studios near Bath. Further tweakings were 
administered at Sylvian's new home/studlo 


in Sonoma, California. 

"Hie writing came fairly easily, but the 
recording took a long time. Obstacles kept 
being thrown up, but it was a challenge to 
overcome them. I was constantly forced 
back on my own resources, which meant 
that the album became far more of a per- 
sonal statement and is stronger as a result." 
Though many of the lyrics are cryptic, and 
refer to aspects of Sylvian's idiosyncratic 
personal beliefs, the music on Dead Bees is 
approachable and even friendly, with the 
possible exception of the palpitating time 
signatures and enigmatic jazz chords of Ail 
Of My Mother's Names, an instrumental 
track. Pieces like Thalhiem or Wanderlust 
drape eloquent musical textures across lilt- 
ing, hypnotic beats, while I Surrender slow- 
ly gathers force via Sylvian and 
Sakamoto's stormy string 
arrangement. Midnight Sun 
welds a John Lee 
Hooker guitar 
rifT to a Gi! 




Evans- 
style brass 
arrangement to 
create a hyper-blues. 

As for God M&n, with its 
clanking funk pulse chastised 
Marc Ribot's irascible guitar, it’s only 
couple of edits away from being a hit singU 
(chough Sylvian would doubtless blanch at 
the term). 

“Although the work is heavily autobio- 
graphical and all of that, I hope I've left it 
open enough to be read and interpreted in 
diileivtit ways, so thm people can embrace 
it as reflecting something of importance in 
their own lives," ponders the auteur. 

Sylvian's beliefs can't Ik- dissoci.it ed from 
any discussion of his music/ This is the man 
who invited his Indian gum. Since Mua. to 
add her devotional wailings ro one of his 
new songs. Sylvian's extraordinary spiritual 
compatibility witli Ingrid Chavez was an 
important part of the reason the couple 
married in 1992 after a hectic iwo-aiul-a- 
haifmonth romance. 

"We had an immediate connection, com- 
mon interests and common goals, 1 sup- 
pose. I'd had a practice of some kind for a 
number of years that had mainly been 
informed by Zen Buddhism, having spent a 
fair amount of time in the East, lint it had 


kind of dried up. By the time 1 met \S« 
had almost fallen away completely tv,] 
we started to look for some kind ofdisd. 
pline and focus, which led us into contact 
with a number of teachers, who all coinci- 
dentally came from India. I began to 
embrace elements of Buddhism and 
Hinduism and created this amalgam which 
works For me." 

But before meeting Chavez, Sylvian had 
been through a difficult period of psycho- 
logical turmoil and creative paralysis which 
had taken him several years to get to grips 
with: “1 found it difficult to compreiwod 
what was happehing to me," lie admits, 1 
couldn't focus on writing because I couldift 
understand what was going on, so what 
was the point? Just before ! hooked up with 
Robert Fripp and met Ingrid, I began to sir- 
face from the experience and see the light' 
Now, the cleansed and refurbished David 
Sylvian finds himself the proud Father of 
two young children and soaring through 
the friendly skies of contentment. Taking 
four years to make Dead Bees, most ofh 
spent at home, meant that he was able to 
participate fully in his children's early 
development. But even bliss has its 
downside, and he is uneasily 
aware that he urgently needs some 
money. 

An easy option would be to reform 
. make a record and stage a come- 
hack tour, but the stubbornly indepen- 
dent Sylvian isn't interested. Virgin Records 
tried to pressure him into Milling 1991’s 
Rain Tree Crow project as a straightforward 
Japan operation. Sylvian wouldn't play ball- 
although the other members would proba- 
bly have done so. The reunion burst span 
with ill feeling. 

At least there's some consolation in the 
lad that lie's patched up his rapport with 
his brother, drummer Steve Jansen, who 
features prominently oil Dead Bees (onto 
upon a lime, they were David and Stephen 
Balt from Lewisham). From Sylvian s view- 
point, human and spiritual values are the 
only ones that matter. “Steve and I Tell wt 
.liter Rain Tree Crow, and started to recon- 
nect at the end of 1995. We’ve had to 
establish a level of trust once again. Bui mu 
for more interested in developing the <* 
tionship wit It him ns my brother th* n |* 
us a musician at this point in my e - 
Spoken like a true Zen disciple- 

By Adam Sweeting in 1“"** 
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STOLEN-INSTRUMENT CASE CLOSED 
NONE TOO BASSOON 


HUNTINGTON (R) — A British 
musician and his beloved bas- 
soon were reunited on Friday, 
43 years after the instrument 
was stolen from him. 

William Waterhouse retrieved 
his prized Heckel bassoon from 
a junior high school in a New 
York suburb, where it turned up 
among the instruments the stu- 
dents use for practicing. 

The bassoon had' been stolen 
from his car while Waterhouse, 
who went on to become a 
world-renowned soloist With . 
the . London Symphony 
Orchestra and the BBC 
Symphony. Orchestra, and a,' 


leading bassoon scholar, was on 
tour in Germany in 1956. 

It was discovered when a 
woman who repairs instru- 
ments for Finley Junior High 
School in Huntington, New 
York, noticed its quality and 
gave its serial number to a 
friend. The friend. In turn, 
checked a musical society's list 
of stolen instruments. - 
There on the list was Heckel 
bassoon No. 7466. 

,A letter was ; sent . to 
Waterhouse, who arrived to 
claim it., ' • • 

j'lf it Was ever .goirig/to! show 
up, I thought maybe 20 years of 


30 years but nor 43 years," the 
delighted musician said. 

Records show tiie bassoon was 
used at the school for 40 years, 
but how and where the school 
got it remain a mystery. 

To celebrate, Waterhouse, from 
London, performed on his long- 
lost bassoon and on a newer 
one. Among the works he 
played was Peter filch 
Tchaikovsky's "Peter and the 
Wolf" In which the distinctive 
sound of the bassoon repre- 
sents Peter's grandfather. 

The bassopn. shows a few nicks : 
arid dings from degrades of use. 
by children,! but Waterhouse, 


TWO COMEBACKS COLLIDE: 

GRAF BEATS CAPRIATI WITHOUT A SWEAT 


KEY BISCAYNE, Florida (AP) — The ritual 
between points has been part of Steffi 
Graf's game for years: She stands at the 
baseline, runs a forefinger under her car 
10 her chin, rhen flicks away a bead of 
perspiration. 

The German star did ir only our of habit 
Friday, because she didn't break a sweat 
against American Jennifer Capriati. 

IWo comebacks collided, and Graf 
allowed rio mercy with a 6-0, 6- 1 victory 
in the second round of the Lipton 
1 championships. The rout sent the mes- 
sage that at her best, the 29-year-old Graf 
is still tough to beat. 

‘■niat's the best she's ever played 
against me," Capriati said. “She would 
beat anybody today, the way she played. 
That was like her No. 1 days.” 

While Graf has been slowed by injuries 
for much of the past two years, Capriati, 
at 22, is perpetually on the comeback 
trail. Despite a humble 2-4 record in 
1999, she claims to have rediscovered the 
joy of playing. 

“Right now I feel the best that I've felr 
in a long time, 1 ' she said. “What 1 want 
out of tennis is not necessarily just win- 
ning, I Just want to play well and have fun 
playing well." 

In other results Friday, Jim Courier 


earned a second-round match against 
longtime friend and foe Pere Sampras. 
The two former Lipton champions will 
meet Saturday for the 20th time on ATP 
Tour in a rivalry that dates back to their 
days as juniors. 

“it's an early-round kind of appetizer 
for the fans," said Courier, who advanced 
by beating Norway’s Jan Frode Andersen 
7-6 (8-61, 6-2. 

Fifth-seeded Patrick Rafter of Australia 
beat countryman Andrew Hie in their first 
career meeting, 6-3, 7-5. Also winning 
were No. 6 Tim Henman of Britain. No. 7 
Richard Krajicek Qf the Netherlands, and 
No. 12 Greg Rusedski of Britain. Kenneth 
Carlsen of Denmark upset No. 13 Goran 
Ivanisevic of Croatia for the first time in 
their seven matches, 6-2, 3-6, 6-4. 

On the women's side, No. 1 Martina 
Hingis of Switzerland beat Karina 
Habsudova of Slovakia 6-1, 6-4, and No, 3 
Monica Seles defeated fellow American 
Brie Rippner 6-3, 7-5. France's Amelie 
Mauresmo and Americans Mary Joe 
Fernandez and Chanda Rubin also won. 

Graf is seeking her fi rst tournament 
title since November, and based on 
Friday's performance, she's a threat to 
upstage such youngsters as Hingis and 
American sisters Venus and Serena 


Williams. 

Moving swiftly like one of those teen- 
agers. Graf won in just 47 minutes. Site 
lost only nine points in the first set. 

"I'm at my best if l play like that," said 
the five-time Lipton champ, who is thank- 
ful that good health has allowed her to 
play 21 matches already this year. 

"i appreciate that a lot. It feels great 
after having a few years of a lot of strug- 
gles, finally to go out there and not have 
to be worried about everything." 

At one time, Graf vs. Capriati was a 
much-anticipated showdown on the WTA 
Tour. Now they're friendly practice part- 
ners, and Friday's match was their first 
since 1993. 

Before the injuries that sidelined Graf, 
Capriati left the tour because of personal 
problems that included an arrest on drug 
charges; Capriati plans a fufi schedule 
this year but cheerfully admits she may 
never again play with the skill and confi- 
dence that made iter a French Open semi- 
finalist at age 14. 

"It's been so long since I’ve been out 
there in the quarters, the semis, the 
finals, the important matches against top 
players," she said. "Mentally 1 still have to 
get all that back — if I ever get there." 
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WASHINGTON (AFPj’ — Juan Antonio 
Samaranch is jeopardizing the future 
of the scandal-riddled International 
Olympic Committee by insisting on 
handpicking the members of the ethics 
commission that will lead reforms. 

That was the reaction from a major 
Olympic sponsor, a United States sen- 
ator looking at cutting the flow of US 
money to the IOC and two members of 
an inquiry into the bribes-for-votes 
wndal from the 2002 Salt Lake City 
Olympic bid. 

John McCain, a Republican senator 
^hose hearings into the scnndal begin 
hore April 14, called Samaranch lead- 
the IOC reform committee "worri- 
some at best" and "clearly a conflict of 
interest" because he fails "to grasp the 
trost basic concept of ethics and 
reforn". 

H I am afraid the IOC leadership Is 
concerned about reform than pre- 
serving the power of an elite few," 
tfaln said. “This is a sad commen- 
for an organization which exists to . 
“"body tlie highest ideals of the 

an pursuit of excellence In compe- 
tition." . , 

Dave D'Alessandro, president of 
J°r IOC sponsor John Hancock 
utual Lif e Insurance Company, said, 
"'atandi hand-picking the commit- : 
l “ e Wa Y he did. most of the IOC 1 

. fiwhip "continues its incestuous 
nature." • •».; . 1 • • i: :•••- ; 


D'Alessandro was unsatisfied at a 
panel to study reforms, saying 
Samaranch should have led the way in 
imposing reforms if he, in fact, want- 
ed to do more than maintain the 
power over the IOC he has held for 20 
years. 

"Samaranch should have been much 
stronger. He put the sponsors in a 
wait-and-see attitude again," 
D'Alessandro told the New York Times. 
"Absolutely nothing breathtaklngly 
performance-oriented happened. 

"He has got a potentially enterprise- 
killing scandal on Ills hands, 1 see this 
as a continuation of the nobility atti- 
tude - 'Please media, please sponsors, 
leave us alone and we will go off and 
study so we can come back with the 
least that we can get away with.' 

“It’s a very weak leadership position 
to appoint a study group when every- 
body knows what you have to do. We 
have no idea whether there Is going to 
be true reform. The sponsors shouldn’t 
be saying alt is we.lL" 

• Yet some are. With. McDonalds and # 
United .Parcel. /Service, who like 
Hancock are among 11 ; firms that pay 
. 10 million dollars annual^ as Olympic 
sponsbfs. 1 Nine of those top 1 sponsors 
are US-bajSed: . •'!!.' 

"We/ haye -very; high expectations 
. chftt thesje pi^bfeniisoWlI* be resolved,” ■ ;; 
.Mcbqh^ P^ld^Grtefc 

Said. 


“There is a clear intent on the part of 
the IOC to change itseir.” UPS spokes- 
woman Susan Rosenberg said. “Our 
expectations are met for this meeting. 

“I think it’s a start.’' 

IWo members of the US Olympic 
Committee inquiry that laid blame for 
the scandal at the IOC doorstep called 
it much less. 

Ken Duberstein told the Washington 
Post: "This is not cleaning house. This 
is the beginning of the cleaning of one 
room." Added fellow USOC inquiry 
member Roberta Cooper Ramo: "My 
hope was that president Samaranch 
would appoint a completely indepen- 
dent committee. This is very disap- 
pointing news to me." 

USOC president Bill Hybi adaopted a 
moderate tone, saying, "They have 
done what they said they were going 
to do," while USOC executive director 
Dick Shultz called IOC actions "anoth- 
er step on the road to recovery." 

McCain, however, is among many 
who want to see long and fast strides 
rather than steps. "The integrity of the 
Olympic movement is at stake. We 
must see meaningful reforms now," 
McCain said. "The IOC's actions fall 
short of the reforms needed to.hrinp . 
transparency and accountjbility to ,.the 
/organization. Nothing I have witnessed 
provides any substantive movement In 
that d|recd6ri,‘ , • - 

jMcCaln'S 1 • hearings ' will consider 


whether or not the US government 
should revoke the IOC's tax-exempt 
status, limit tax deductions for US 
sponsors for IOC support and require 
all US television rights income to go to 
the USOC. 

He also made it dear an ethics 
reform panel with Samaranch involved 
in any fashion cannot be considered 
credible. 

“If the reform process lacks credibil- 


ity. then the entire future of the 
Olympic movement will be in jeop- 
ardy,” McCain said. "If the purpose of 
the new' panel is ro truly resrore the 
integrity of the organization, it must 
be completely independent and its rec- 
ommendations must be binding. 1 * 

A US Justice Department investiga- 
tion into the Olympic scandal is ongo- 
ing and could seek testimony from IOC 
officials. 
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DUBLIN (AP) — Irish soccer officials are worried that nexr week- 
end's European Championship soccer game against Macedonia in 
Skopje may be called ofT be cause of the increasing likelihood of air 
strikes on military installations in nearby Yugoslavia. 

The Irish are hearing reports that military personnel are assem- 
bling in Skopje and taking up all the hotel rooms as NATO pre- 
pares for possible strikes on Yugoslavia after Friday's breakdown 
of peace talks over Kosovo. 

"We have been informed about our hotel situation in Skopje and 
apparently there are people sleeping in the corridors," said 
Bernard O’Byrne, chief executive of the Football Association of 
Ireland. 

"Wfe have sent a fax to the Macedonian FA asking for reassur- 
ances regarding accommodation for the team and die official , 
party." 

Ireland's game against Yugoslavia in Belgrade was postponed 
for because of threatened air strikes and next weekend’s match 
between Yugoslavia and Croatia also is in doubt. 


NEW YORK (AP) — The NBA is being cautious with Y2K, leaning 
toward a three-day break when 1999 becomes 2000. 

"Right now, our inclination is to not schedule games December 
31, January 1 or January 2, given the unusual circumstances that 
the changeover to the year 2000 may or may not bring, league 
spokesman Chris Brienza said. 

Y2K, as It has become known, refers to anticipated disruptions 
caused by computer codes that cannot handle the transition to the 
year 2000. Many computers were originally programmed to rec- 
ognize only the last two digits of a year and will not work proper- 
ly at the turn of the century. 

Witli some Y2K forecasters predicting trouble for the airline 
industry, the NBA might protect itseirby giving teams the three- 
day break. The schedule would resume Jan. 3. • 

The process of putting the schedule together is far from com- 
plete, but that’s the : way we‘re leaning right now," Brienza said. 

The break wouldn’t be all that different. The NBA normally does- 
n’t schedule many games on Dec. 31 or Jan. 1 . Last season and on 
this season’s original schedule, there was one game slated for each 
night. In 1996-97, there were no games either 'day. 


BRISBANE (R) — Sydney teenager Ian Thorpe swam the second fastest 
time in history to win the men’s 400 metres freestyle tide at the 
Australian championships on Saturday. 

Thorpe, 16, stopped the dock at three minutes 43B5 seconds to 
miss Kieren Perkins world record by five-hundredths of a second. 

“Swimming beside Thorpe tonight was like swimming in the surf,” 
said Daniel Kowalski, a former Olympic and world championship silver 
medalist who finished third. 

Thorpe, winner of the 400 metres tide at last year’s world champi- 
onships in Perth, was in brilliant form. 

He qualified fastest for the final and kept pace with 1,500 metres 
world champion Grant Hacketr for most of the race before accelerat- 
ing away in the last 125 metres. 

Hacked finished second in 3:45.59 with Kowalski third in 3-.48.S6 
and Peridns a distant fourth 3:53.86. / 

Thorpe’s performance has raised the prospect prhim launching 
another assault on Italian Giorgio Lamberti’s 20Q metres world record 
of 1:46.69 which has stood since 1989. 

Thorpe came within one-hundredth of a second ofthat record at last 
year’s Commonwealth Games and is hoplng^to go quicker, when he 
tackles the event on Monday. 

*’! think my 200 metres will be pretty strong". Thorpe said, 
“Hopefully, it will be faster than the Commonwealth Games,”;' 


PHILADELPHIA (AP) — Allen Iverson didn't 
meet a shot he didn’t like Friday night, 
attempting a career-high 36, scoring 41 
points and putting some distance between 
himself and Shaquille O’Neal in the scoring 
race as the 76ers beat the Lakers 1 05-90. 

It was a dominant display by Iverson, 
who embarrassed everyone the Lakers used 
as a defender — especially Kobe Bryant — 
in front of the 76ers’ first sellout crowd of 
the season. 

Iverson shot 17-for-36 from the field, 4- 
for-6from the line and surpassed 40 points 
for the eighth time in his career. This, oddly 
enough, was the first time the Sixers won 
one of those games. 

O'Neal scored 23 for Los Angeles before 
fouling out with 1:25 left, while Bryant also 
had 23. 


In Toronto, rookie Vince Carter scored 26 
points on 10-for-l 1 shooting as the Raptors 
tied a franchise record with their fourth 
straight win. 

Carter, who leads all rookies in scoring, 
had 14 points in the third quarter as the 
surprising Raptors improved to 10-12. 
Toronto didn't win 10 games until their 
43rd game last season. 

. Eric Piatowski and Rodney Rogers led the 
Clippers (1-22) with 15 points apiece. 


In Indianapolis, Reggie Miller scored a 
season-high 31 points, including five 3- 
pointers, as Indiana rallied for the victory. 

Indiana avoided losing three straight 
games in the regular season for the first 
time since December 1997. The Pacers had 
gone 84 games without losing two straight. 

Indiana went on a 20-4 run spanning the 
end of the third quarter and beginning of 
the fourth to take the lead for good. Toni 
Kukoc led the Bulls with 29 points. 


In Charlotte, North Carolina, Charlotte 
won for the fourth time in seven games 
under new coach Paul Silas when Karl 
Malone missed a 3-pointer at the buzzer in 
overtime. 

Elden Campbell had 19 points and 12 
rebounds for the Hornets, who won their 
fifth consecutive home game and snapped 
the six-game winning streak of the Jazz. 

Charlotte held the Jazz to 37 percent 
shooting, more than 10 percent below their 
. league-leading average. Jeff Homacek had 
21 points and Malone added 16 points and 
1 5 rebounds for the Jazz. 
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Philadelphia 76ers guard, Allen Iverson (R), trips after 
colliding with Los Angeles Lakers Shaquille O'Neal, (34), 
during the second quarter of their NBA game . 


and did not score for the first 5:32 of the 
quarter. 


In Auburn Hills, Michigan, Jud Buechler 
had three 3-pointers and a key steal in the 
final five minutes to help Detroit pull out 
the win. 

Detroit led by 18 points in the third quar- 
ter, but blew the lead and needed 
Buechier's shooting to end their three- 
game losing streak. . 

Jerry Stackhouse led Detroit with 1 5 
points, while Bison Dele added 13 and nine 
rebounds and Grant Hill had 14 points and 
nine assists. 

Michael Finley led Dallas with 18 points 
and eight assists. The Mavericks have lost 
three in a row. 


Trail rtorff 9Pr SBjgffi 

In Portland, Oregon. Arvydas Saboms 
scored 13 of his season-high 28 points m 
the fourth quarter to help Portland snap 
San Antonio’s nine-game winning sw . 

Damon Stoudamirc was folded and 
both free throws for an 88-85 lead £ 
19.3 seconds left. Steve Kerr and Sew 
Elliott both missed 3-point Sttempn 
San Antonio, and Stoudandre m 
more free throws to seal It with three W 

and 15 rebounds, but had only WP P 01 . 
in the Fourth quarter. u 

The Blazers won for the 12th tlW .. , 

games. : . ; . ; 


In Atlanta, Tyrone Corbin scored 18 
points, including four 3-pointers, and 
Mookie Blaylock and Steve Smith added 15 
points apiece for the Hawks, who won for 
the fifth time ih six games. 

Tom Gugliotta scored 21 points for the 
Suns, who lost their second straight and 
were held almost 13 points below their sea- 
son average of 97.5 , , , 

> ■ Phoenix entered the game as the third- 
hlghest scoring team in the league but, 
managed only 14 points in the tliinl period, 


In Oakland, California, Erick Dampier had 
a season-high 19 points and 13 rebounds as 
Golden State, which had blown fourth- 
quarter leads in its previous two games, 
held on against Seattle. 

John Starks added 20 points for the 
Warriors, who broke a four-game losing 
streak and snapped Seattle's threegaine 
. winning streak. ' . . , i, 

Detief Schrempf had 2 1 joints and Gary 
Payton l?ad 1 8 for the Sonics-' . . :.\i, ' ’ 


ini . 

In Denver, Kevin Garnett 

anti Minnesota hit eight free g 

final 1 :39 to end a Fqurrgame 
Terrell Brandon, added 

assists for the TimbeiWolves, « 

Nuggets without a field goal nW 

minutes, and beat Denver for 

rebounds ror-..Denver^^;J| 
with 1:25, left. 

With 21 points iand l^assj^fg 
Tbylor had a career-hig h .ft pP|^ 

" ', " " ' . • •" ;i >- -.it ■£! Jj 
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CUBA NAMES BASEBALL SQUAD 
FOR HISTORIC US GAME 




HAVANA (R) — Cuba named a 27-man squad on Friday to face a 
US. Major League baseball team, the Baltimore Orioles, in a game 
unprecedented in four decades of political hostility between 
Hanna and Washington. 

Cuban sports chiefs picked a mixture of young and experienced 
to face the Orioles at Havana's Latin American Stadium on 
gad 28, but left ° uc several star players still involved in the local 
baseball championship's playoffs. 

■Our team will be very fast, with a tactical stress on using speed 
tooifoue, as well as fast pitchers," senior Cuban baseball official 
Bmito Camacho told local reporters. 

Some observers have dubbed the Havana game and a May 3 con- 
test In Baltimore as an attempt at “baseball diplomacy" between 
Ota and the United States, referring to the “ping-pong diploma- 
ed involving a U.S. team visiting China that helped thaw Sino- 
tasrian ties in the 1970s. 

lotCuban sports officials and the Orioles both have insisted this 
iiasporting exchange with no political ramifications. 

The games, however, already have prompted protests from hard- 
Sne Cuban exiles in Miami opposed to Cuban leader Fidel Castro's 
tnununist system. Others have questioned the timing of the 
pints given Cuba's recent crackdown on internal dissidents. 

The Cuban squad picked to play the Orioles has been training for 
iwoweeks at an undisclosed location in the outskirts of Havana, 
officials said.. 

Cuban officials stressed that the squad was not the official 
mIqihI team, noting the absence of players still involved in the 
local championship, currently in its semifinals stage. 

M will disappoint fans in both baseball-loving nations who 
hd been excited at the prospect of seeing Cuba's highly rated 
national team play a Major League squad for the first time in 40 

SHU. • 

But the Cuban team will include some of the island's best play- 


US TRACK STARS JONES, 
OHNSON WIN 200-METER RACES 

JOHANNESBURG (AP) — LI.S. stars Marion Jones and 
Michael Johnson won their 2l)I)-melci races Friday in the 
Engen Grand Frix Summer Series. 

Although neither American bested their records. Imth 
wete happy with their performances in their first event of 
1999. 

Jones led from start to finish in 21.84. slightly outside 
herbest of 21.62. 

“I'm in great shape," Jones said. "1 feel good. 1 feel fast. 

And I'm ready to run faster than ever." 

South Africa's Weiuly 1 1 art man finished second on 22.74, 
Johnson, the world-record holder in the 200 at 19.32, 
won in 20.10. 

It's where 1 want to be at this stage of the season," 

Johnson said after beating fellow Americnn Kevin 
Braunskill, second in 20.58. 
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ers, such as a trio of Olympic stars from the western province Pinar 
del Rio - infielder Omar “The Kid" Linares and pitchers Jose 
Contreras and Pedro Luis Lazo. 

Despite public enthusiasm for the March 28 game, Cuban 
authorities are trying to give the contest a low profile. They stress 
it should not overshadow the local tournament, and claim the 
Orioles game should be seen as part of preparations for interna- 
tional commitments later in the year. 

The Orioles will be the first Major League team to play in Cuba 
since Castro’s Jan. 1, 1959, revolution. 

Camacho said the Orioles would be going into the game with a 
dear advantage because they have been playing together for 
longer than the Cuban squad and were accustomed to wooden 
bats. 

Cuba, which had used aluminum bats for 22 years, switched back 
to wood this week in its local championship after agreeing in nego- 
tiations with the Orioles that wooden bats would be used for the 
March 28 game. 

Washington, which maintains a 37-year-old economic embargo 
on Cuba, on Jan. 5 authorized the Orioles to visit the island and 
negotiate playing the games with Cuba in an exception to the 
embargo. 

U.S.-Cuban relations have deteriorated since then, with Cuba 
cutting most U.S. telephone links due ro unpaid bills by American 
phone companies, and Washington condemning the recent trial of 
four prominent Cuban dissidents for alleged sedition. 

Cuba, which only practices amateur sports, has lost several top 
players to the United States through defections in recent years, 
including Orlando Hernandez of the New York Yankees and his 
brother Livan Hernandez of the Florida Marlins. Livan was named 
the 1997 World Series Mosr Valuable Player, while Orlando helped 
the Yankees claim the 1998 World Series title. 
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Gauloise Go Cart April 2 

Gauloise National Spring Rally April 16 

Pepsi Speed April 30 

Gauloise Jordan International Rally May 12-14 

Pepsi National Rumman Hill Climb May 28 

Pepsi Speed Test June 4 

Gauloise Go Cart June 4 

Gauloise National Summer Rally June 25 

Pepsi Speed Test July 2 

Gauloise Go Cart July 2 

Ladies Speed Test July 30 

Pepsi Speed Test August 6 

Gauloise Go Cart August 6 

Gauloise National Fall Rally ' August 13 

Pepsi International Rumman Hill Climb September 3 

Gauloise Go Cart September 10 

Ladies Speed Test September 30 

Pepsi Speed Test October l 

Gauloise Go Cart October 1 

Pepsi Speed Test October 29 

Gauloise Go Cart October 29 

Gauloise National Winter Rally November 1 2 

4x4 Challenge December 10 


EUROPEAN SOCCER 


LEVERKUSEN HELD BY SCHALKE, 
DORTMUND BY WOLFSBURG 


\FRANKFURT (AP) — Schaike. 
desperately trying to move 
away from the relegation zone, 
came from behind to clinch a l- 
I draw at Bayer Leverkusen in a 
Bundesiiga game Friday. 

In another match, Wolfsburg 
and Borussia Dortmund played 
to a 0-0 draw. 

Stefan Belnllch drove in a 
free kick from 18 meters in the 
36th minute to put Leverkusen 


ahead. 

Dutch striker Youri Mulder 
headed in the equalizer in the 
56th minute. 

The draw allowed 
Leverkusen to move into sec- 
ond place, at least overnight. 
But It was a disappointing 
result for the home team, since 
Schaike has not won in 
Leverkusen in 15 games. 
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MONACO MOVES CLOSER 
TO EUROPEAN PLACE 
WITH WIN AT NANTES 



w te, 


NANTTS, France (AP) — Sabri 

■ La mob chi scored a 60th minute 
; goal. W give Monaco a vita) 1-0 

win at Nantes , on Friday in a 

■ match between two French 

) sides chaiing a : place .In 
■ii European ' competition - next 
' season. •■■J • j'. 

V : Monaco 'remains in; fourth 
; place. and is nowjiM one point 
Vbehll^ Lyon. which occupies 
t tihp of the three" > European 
: 'chaipplons; league spotsi. ' , 
; V ^; : Nant^ iS'in sixth place,; iiow 
jJ slx' points behind Mqn? cq. ;■ ; v 
Uri • ■■ idtfier \ ■. WattH,' 


Nancy leapt out of the relega- 
tion places with a 2-1 win at 
Baktia. 

Christoph? Bastien. scored 
• the winner with a 70th minute 
■ penalty. 

In Saturday’s games, league , 
leader Bordeaux- will look, to 
bounce back from its midweek 
! mauling at Parma, with a hqme 
. irpaqh against Strasbourg. 

Second-placed . : Olympique 
•Marseille also has an easy-look- 
ing match; at home to Lorierit, 
V. wfiiip Lyon, travels to another 
. ‘stru^gler, Le Havre. , ■ , ; ■ 




Monaco playmaher Subri Lamouchi (L) is chal- 
lenged by Eric Carriere of Nunfcs during their first 
division match in Nantes . Monaco won 1-0. 


■J-AV.*' 








MirKIIU M NUVIMhI S 

BOSTON, (UPI) — A Charge of the Boston Field fraud. machines and qual 
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BOSTON, (UPI1 — A 
Weymouth man pled guilty 
today in Federal Court to a 
charge of mall fraud in con* 
nection with his operation of 
a company known as 
Journeys on Dialysis, which 
operated a travel agency that 
catered to the special needs 
of kidney dialysis patients. 

.United Stares Attorney 
Donald K. Stern. Barry W. 
Mawn, Special Agent in 


Charge of the Boston Field 
Office of the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation, and Michael 
Ahern, Inspector in Charge of 
the Boston OfTice of the U.S. 
Postal Inspection Service, 
announced today that 
GEORGE MUIR III. 60. of 61 
Broad Reach Road, 
Weymouth, has pled guilty to 
an Information filed by the 
U.S. Attorney charging him 
with a single count of mail 


fraud. 

At a hearing before U.S. 
District Court Judge Joseph L. 
Tauro, the prosecutor, Paul 
Levenson outlined the gov- 
ernment’s evidence that in 
1994 MUIR took over the 
operation of Journeys on 
Dialysis. Inc. a company that 
had, for a number of years, 
successfully arranged for 
cruise vacations for kidney 
dialysis patients, with dialysis 


-v.: : 

machines and qualified physi- 
cians on board to care for 
them. Under MUIR's manage- 
ment, dozens of customers 
paid deposits, and many pre- 
paid their full fare, but only 
three customers actually 
received the cruise vacations 
they were promised. MUIR 
used customers' deposits for 
personal and business 

expenses and, in some 
instances, to repay previous 
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customers who had demand- 
ed their money back. MUIR 
continued to seek deposits 
for cruises even after it had 
become dear that he could 
nor provide the vacations he 
was promising. 

U.S. Attorney Stern stated, 
“Muir offered persons with 
special needs a chance to 
take vacations that would 
otherwise be inaccessible to 
them, but instead of sending 




) . n V ' r.’f 


his customers on cruises, he 
left them high and dry" 
Judge Thuro scheduled sen- 
tencing for May 27, 1999 at 
10:15 a.m. MUIR pled guilty 
pursuant to a plea agreement 
under which the parties 
would recommend a term of 
6 months in federal prison, to 
be followed by 6 months’ 
home confinement. The 
agreement is not binding on 
the Court. 


PITTSBURGH, (UPI> — St. 
Frauds Medical Center, part of 
the St. Francis Health System 
network of care, was recently 
rated as one of the 100 Top 
Cardiovascular - Hospitals 
nationwide by HCIA Inc. 
(Nasdaq: HCIA). 

St. Francis Medical Center's 
Department of Cardiothoracic 
Surgery, part of The Heart Care 
Program at St. Frnnris, earned 
the top ranking in open-heart 
or Coronary Artery Bypass 
Graft Surgery (CABG) surgery. 
The department is under the 
direction of Sang B. Park, M.D. 
“We are honored but not sur- 
prised to receive this high 
scare," says Sang B. Fade, M.D.,- 
Chairman, Department of 


FAJER 


Cardiovascular Surgery ar St. 
Francis Medical Center. “We 
work tirelessly to mainrain the 
highest possible standards of 
patient care." 

HCIA, a Baltimore-based com- 
pany, wanted to identify 
benchmark scores for high- 
risk. high-cost and high-vol- 
ume procedures upon whldi 
other hospitals could base 
their success. Hospitals earn- 
ing the top ranking have con- 
sistent high-quality outcomes 
with lower mortality rates and 
overall complications than 
hospitals with comparably 
sized programs nationwide. 
“Our findings are a tribute to 
St. Francis managcrially and 
clinically. Hospitals often have 


a surgeon who stands out for 
his surgical expertise, but for a 
hospital to be ranked among 
the top 100 in the nation, 
everyone on the team must be 
dedicated to performing suc- 
cessfully," said Jean 

Chenoweth, Senior Vice 

President with HCIA, Inc. 

The clinical criteria were com- 
prised of risk-adjusted compli- 
cation, pre- and post surgical 
death rate data, patient vol- 
ume, the percentage of angio- 
plasty patients undergoing 
CABG surgery during the same 
admission, the percentage of 
mammary artery procedures 
and the percentage of severity- 
adjusted procedures resulting 
in a tracheostomy. 


Approximately 700 hospitals 
that performed at least 80 
Medicare CABGs were includ- 
ed in the CABG analysis. Over 
one thousand bypass surgeries 
are completed at Sr. Francis 
Medical Center each year. 

HCIA Inc. collects, manages, 
and distributes comparative 
health care information. Its 
customers deliver, purchase 
and manufacture health care 
produers and services. By com- 
bining industry leading data- 
bases, methodologies, and 
analytic services, HCIA creates 
information assets that help 
customers manage health care 
costs and improve patient 
care. 


HOTEL INTEIt-CONTINGNTAL 
JORDAN HOSTS THE 
ANNUAL SIX CONTINENTS 
CLUB 

WORKSHOP IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST AND AFRICA 


Hotel Inter-continen- 
tal Jordan hosted the 
Six Continents Club 
Workshop for Inter- 
Continental Hotels 
and Resorts In the 
Middle Hast and 
Africa region, from 
lftth-18th March 

1999 . 

A workshop was held 
to develop the Six 
Continents Club 
Program which was 


Duha (sunrise) 05:35 
Dhuhr 11 :42 

‘Aar 15:10 

Maghreb 17:51 

‘laha 19:07 


founded to moot the 
special requirement! 
of the frequent Inter- 
national travelers. 
Hotel Inter- 

Continental Jordan 
planned also an 
exciting program for 
the participants whe 
experienced the 
unique attributes el 
Jordanian Hospitality. 
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THE PANTHERS TREE 


By Samiha Khre 



Prepared by: 

Nazih Abu Nfidal 


Jordanian Novels 

Hovels aero than any ether art, portray the social 
mi cultural life of a society. On this page. It will be 
•or goal to present to the reader, Jordanian novels 
hit will reveal a good pari of literary life here. 

All Abu Al Shuar's novel "An Armenian Girl In Valdes 
Msce," published In 1907 marks the birth of the 
AnMc novel. This novel was printed In Paris where 
At author Hved and as a member of one of the Arab 
, struggled against Turkish rule In the Arab 


' Young women would come to 
die well and Farida would exchange 
with them water for crops and har- 
vest products. But surely she wasn’t 
doing that with die daughters of 
the highborn families such as the 
Rashids, the Sokliouis and the 
Shakrans. From among these girls 
she hoped Fahd would choose a girl 
to many so that he would foiger 
the gypsy Suad, who, according to 
rumors, had stopped dandng since 
Fahd left her. Suad lias been threat- 
ened by her father Abu Kharoob to 
take her away 1mm the whole dis- 
trict if she continues to behave in 
this manner. 

Actually, die well affected falid's 
marriage but not in the manner his 
modier wished. His first marriage 
was to Gliazaleh (lie daughter of 
Abu Ayesh the peasant, whom 
Farida believed to be socially below 
the Rashids and Sokhours. 
Gliazaleh was engaged to her 
cousin, a soldier in the Tiiridsh 
amiy, but Fahd wanted lier and die 
Rashlds’s influence helped him 
secure her divorce and after four 
months and ten days she became 
his wife. Gliazaleh was not only 
Falid’s drat wife but also his favorite 
even after he remarried and remar- 
.ried. Site knew how to please him 
and further slie gave birth to four 
sons: Molt’d Nasr, Leith, KheirAllali 
and Adnnn. But his love to Gliazaleh 
did not prevent falid from estab- 
lishing limits for her rights and priv- 
ileges, and from punishing her, 
especially if she offended his moth- 
er, Gliazaleh could never forget his: 
threat when one day he said: 11 
Never let me hear such cra^y ta|k. 1 
don’t accept women’s stuff In my 
home. And Beware, Woman, a man. 
lias onjy one mother but can have 
hundreds of women". < 

Fahd even married Thmam Al 
Shakrart, a widow and mothefr of 
two thildrea In response ' to 


E weTThe PandtersTVee", 
Khreiss monitors the 
history of Jordan 
dnjigh a model of human interao 
tjooin hbid, a city to the north of 
Ionian. 

Samba Khreiss bom in 1956 
pm up and went to school in 
Annan then moved with her par- 
ton wherever her father's diplo- 
matic assignment took him. Slie 
completed her high school in 
Sudan and completed a degree in 
Sodotogy at the University of 
Histoum in Cairo. However, she 
b* a job in journalism and for 
maiyyearc, she has been writing in 
jodanian and Emirate newspaper, 
h 1977 she published “Willi the 
Wi" a collection of short stories, 
Waived by a novel in 1980 entitled 
"My Trip" and another novel in 
I® called "Hie 'fide" followed 
ww^fin 1997 by another collee- 
of short stories ‘The 
Wtstra". This time we present 
1®! one of her last novel “The 
Thee A Melody of Life” 
ptt&ed in 1993; the second part 
tfae novel was published in 1998 
the tide " The Panthers’ Thw: ■ 
^ Melody of Rassion". Her most 
" KBlt Rwe l "Roots" is under print 
®d wii soon be In die market. 

falid in Arabic means 
^taand this Is translated in the 
jwfs title where panthers refer to 
plural and expected oflspringof 
. ® Rashid, the central and 
^daracter In tire novel. Falid as 
Jjl adolescent, after the death 
father employs his mauler's 
| ® transforming the small 

i ^ hill near Irbid Into a green 
. ^crowded with life. . 

Rifled with his ability to read 
1 lie leaves the school of 

?T mer h the town's mosque, 
aide every thing else, he 
all his efforts on his land. 


jT ww,m his mother, Farida El 
■ they remove die rocks 
tHgglng the land and 

Inch by indi. And hallway 

? route, to the Diatpai . ha hi ** 


twins Rabi' and Rabfa tliat her soul 
belonged only to her two dilldren 
and their dead father. At that fahd 
derided that although she will 
remain in his house, Ibmam will be 
completely separated from him 
physically Slie further separated 
herself from the large family by 
keeping away from the small details 
of daily lire that usually happen 
between a mother-in law and the 
wives of the son. According to Fahd 
she was as cool as an ice bar. But 
she perfectly took care of her own 
children as well as or KheirAllali, 
Ghazaieh’s son after she dreamt 
that she, and not Iris mother, gave 
him birth. 

A few months later, Fahd 
attempts to convince her to return 
to their matrimonial bed and he 
says lovingly:TF you drange your 
mind we can make new twins. By 
God if you can yearly give birth to 
two boys, I will have an army of real 
panthers. ” 

She responds meanly " Who pre- 
vents you from doing so?" 

He says " I have been leaving you 
alone for months hoping that you 
will soften and say I want to please 
this man... But if you insist I will 
leave you alone for another year. '* 
She says” Make them ten years.” 
Falid realizes lie should not have 
reopened the subject and decides 
that from now on lie will consider 
her only a maid for his children. 

Falid's third marriage, this time 
to his cousin Dzlrahab is airanged 
by his mother. She wants to ensure 
lier haulier's land under her son’s 
ownership before her other brotli- 
ers takes over. Dzhahab was a lone- 
ly child but her obvious mental lim- 
itation has prevented her from 
being an attractive marriage targer. 
Fahd did not mind her state as long 
as lie secured owning die vast land 
and large herd of his unde dirough 
a legal contract. 

Asaad, Dzhaltab's son is bom 
prematurely and is weak and sickly. 
Hjs grandmother works hard on his 
nutrition and Halid takes him for 
treatment In Damascus; but all 
these efforts fall and he remains 
giddy and aggressive. In Damascus 
Fahd meets his old love Suad, the 
gypsy who, by now, has become a 
■ Well-known singer, in one of die 
; nightclubs of die dty 

Dzhahab also gives birth to a girl 
wfio resembles her greatly in 
" appearance and behavior and her 
., brothers- , And sisters call lier 
■■ "Stupid". Buthernext child, Salim Is 
healthy and strong and he manages 
to find his way among all his broth- 
ers. !'■ 

• :■ In the meandme ftlid remarries 
fbrthe fourth dme.Thls dme It is to 


liul • — ik 1115a 

^where the blessed man- 

the .natural untor 


Ghazaleh's belitdlng < her while she, : jvjawar, the daughter qfhls political 
was at the well getting vifttet ; - v (jferid Mustafo, AJ Hazaytneh. She 
However, , he discovered jsopn' ^ him a daughter Rabab and die 
after the piarriage. arid ? Wfe j of his sons fatield: In: part wo 

IS mam ;,was pregnarit:;;wfo^dfe : 1 ^ noyel fthei: Symphony of 


Passion) we discover that Nawar is 
pregnant at the death of fahd and 
later gives birth to a girl who is 
named after her dead grandmother 
farida. The young farida becomes 
die main character of the second 
part of the novel. 

Wliile monitoring and recording 
the life of Fahd El Rashid and the 
growth of the panthers' tree in 
Irbid, Samiha Khreiss is document- 
ing the social and political changes 
in the town and district and in die 
neighboring cities. 

In AlSalt, Falid's sons Moh'd, 
Leith and Rabi' study and, 
KheirAllali falls in lave with die little 
Salty girl Kliadijeh who lives next 
door. But when lier brother sus- 
pects (lie presence of die relation- 
ship, the boys have to leave to 
anotlier house to avoid the 
befalling nr a tragedy. 

In AlSalt die hoys also get intro- 
duced to the political and public 
conditions. They meet the political 
leader Mustafa Al Hazaymeh. and 
hear their own cousin Moh'd El 
Rashid making political speeches 
and they even participate in the 
public demonstrations celebrating 
the French exit from Syria. Their 
social life widens, especially with 
schoolmates coming Irani all over 
TVans-Joidaii. The afternoon walks, 
sitting at Al Mnghreby's cafe and 
following women to live water 
fountain opens new perspectives 
for the boys coming from the iso- 
lated hill near Irbid. 

Amman, although the Emirate's 
capital and despite die fact diat 
fahd used to visit quite often, is 
not as strongly present in die life 
of AI Rashids. On the other hand, 
in Damascus, a number of the 
Al Rashid young men contin-£ 
ued their education, among 
diem were Samer and Dr. 

Walid, bodi Salem's sons 
and Moh'd the son of 
Suleiman and Fahd's 
Leith and Rabi'. Also, 

Salem's wife was from 
Damascus and Leith 
married Lamia 

AlKaderi, 

Palestinian coF ,, 

league whom he 4 
met at the University of 
Damascus. 

After seeing a few Egyptian films 
in Irbid's movie house, KhdrAllah 
wants to study acting in Cairo but 
ends .up completing his university 
studies in Beirut. 

A number of important political 
events . oocurr. The Emirate 
becOmes a kingdom and die war in 
Palestine ends with the 1948 exo- 
• dus. However for fahd, all the dis- 
tricts; and events remain marginal 
because real life means the earth, 
the people and their daily issues 
’’ and problems. : . 

. In the, H^zaymeh’s salon where 
the town's men and guests meet, 


conversation focuses on the results 
of the First World Wkr on the coun- 
try. Adnan Al Salty is there on a visit 
to Irbid and he comments Tome 
on, let us not exaggerate. We bare- 
ly hear of tire war. The war is much 
more massive than all our imagin- 
ing. Whole countries, cities and mil- 
lions of people are eliminated by 
the war. We are only at its margin. " 

Tiffs is one of the rare general 
discussions in tlie lounge related to 
the occasional visit of one of the 
aristocracy like Adrian Al Salty. 
Usually people are busy with tlieir 
daily issues or entertaining. They 
regard life in a simple manner and 
many of diem do not s£e more than 
a limited relationship between their 
life and wliat is happening in 
Amman. 

Diawing the details of daily life of 
three gener ations of the Rashids, 
Samiha Klueiss records the appear- 
ance and die social effects of mod- 
em technology. She describs the 
shocks and fears that electricity, tire 
radio, mnning water in pipes and 
taps within houses and gas arouses 
before they become household 
necessities. Tlie cinema and even 
the cafe opened by the Palestinian 
KluiLif are novelties. 

Tire account of tlie Rashids 
procuring a radio also describes the 
attitudes and beliefs of people in 

die early fifties. Fahd El Rashid 
buys a huge brown 


wooden 
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radio. 

TVro men. cany it _ 

out of the car and place It in 
the center, of ' fahd's parion At the 
sound of music coming oiit of the 
radio' the children gather around it, 
Dzhahab laughs happily and farida 
whispers in a\ve* May God protett 
us". On 'thfefotherhand die entry of 
gas to the house almost ipads to a 
catastrophe.' All the house ihhabi- 
tants are irstritctetjl on the .danger? 
of opening die gas. This gets into 
thesicklyi^h|id oT Asaad theldeaof 
Using diei^s to kiR 'Nawar.:f3l 
Hazaymelit tfte latest: w4fe of jFbtidJ; 


But Iffs plan fails. 

Flowever, even Nawar, the city 
girl and the daughter of a school- 
teacher and a political martyr, holds 
backward thoughts and beliefs in 
the supernatural, in genics and 
witchcraft. She goes with lier moth- 
er to tire fortuneteller to solve her 
family problems. 

l-arida also believes in the super- 
natural. Sire views her grandson 
KlwirAllah as surrounded by a 
divine secret similar to saints and 
holy people. She repeatedly tells 
the incident she saw with lier own 
eyes when little KheirAllah played 
with tire snaire and patted its head 
looking into its eyes and then 
putting tire head ill food contained 
to feed it. Site also was sure that 
she saw the yellow angel of death 
on iwn occasions: the death of lier 
granddaughter Maysnun and her 
son lahd. When she feels the 
approach of her own death she 
again sees the yellow angel 
and kicks him away a 
couple of times before 
she decides to give up. 
She sees him sittiirg 
exactly at the center of 
the room and whispering, 
■Whoever comes is wel- 
come... we have nothipg left 
except a ltandflil of bones 
„we have done all that we bad 
to do... we built houses and 
developed land and people." 
Then slie looks at die women 
who are staring at her and contin- 
ues: "you must go on from where I 


Leith cannot help saying in a 
laughing manner: “ Mqy God be 
praised 1 1 would never have imag- 
ined that rny grand mo tirer was 
from tiie dying kind. " 

The panthers have seen death in 
tiie'fanfffy-befbre but this time; the . 
death of farida marked for them a 
new ercc Looking at -the spring' 
more beaudfol.than ever, they real- . 
ize tbat' pages, have been turned , 
land they have to kart wnting die 
details of wliat Is tocom^ -V 
Samiha Khreiss: d6s3s Thf \ 
Rmthieris, MekEdy; for' V 
leaving the t^er vydtii 'a : feeling . 
, ti^ Wiat he has . : rMd js not an . ■ 
iipportaiit '■< iife'^ 'Scene -'.of ■ the : ■ 
Jbnjani^ Arab history only hut a ■ 
,deefW -and more: comprehensive • 


segment of hit mart histwy. ^ ;■ .-j ; v - t 
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